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From the Prior’s Desk .… Our Vision as the
Norbertines of New Mexico

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO
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or a society in
which the family
is disintegrating and
moral values are eroding, we Norbertines
envision community as
the core of spiritual life.
We can’t preach what
we don’t practice. So, our commitment is to
nurture our own community of priests and
brothers. From this flows all our other ministries: our parish work, our service to immigrants, our retreats and spiritual direction service, our ministries to the sick and dying, our
service to the poor and prisoners, our ecumenical programs, and our Master of Theological
Studies program.
Our vision encompasses our three areas of
dedication: our Love of Liturgy, our Love of
Learning, and our Love of Community. The
driving force of our life and ministry arises
from these core values. Our Love of Liturgy
manifests itself in our daily Eucharist and our
Morning and Evening Prayer. The Love of
Learning manifests itself in our continual seeking of wisdom and the desire to share that wisdom. Our Love of Community manifests itself
in the daily interaction of our common life, and
in the way we minister to the People of God.
Our physical facilities are a natural extension
of this three-part focus. Our Love of Liturgy
was made visible when our special friends and
supporters helped us build a beautiful church at
the Priory. Our Love of Learning will become
manifest when we build our Library-Spiritual
Learning Center. Our Love of Community and
our ministries will be strengthened as we expand our Residence-Living Center to accommodate new members who will serve the people of God.
We will take another step in pursuit of our vision by launching a capital campaign this autumn that will enable us to realize a new Residence-Living Center and a Library-Spiritual
Learning Center. The Residence-Living Center
will have rooms for nine men, a living room
and laundry facilities.
The mission of the Library-Spiritual Learning

Center of Santa Maria De La Vid Priory is to
provide theological, pastoral, liturgical, and
spiritual resources for the Norbertines of the
Priory, visitors and seekers who come to our
Center for Spiritual Life and Hermitage Retreat, students and faculty of the Masters of
Theological Studies program, and adult learners in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, including
the interfaith community.
The Spiritual-Learning Center will contain a
reception area, an office, three spiritual direction and counseling rooms, and a seminar
room. At the heart of the Spiritual-Learning
Center are the library and community archives. The library has a projected size of
20,000 to 25,000 volumes, with the internet
capability of networking with other libraries.
The Library-Spiritual Learning Center will be
a sustainable building. The design will express the Norbertine identity and how the
Norbertines live in a world where the environment is sacred. It will grow out of the
landscape, will flow from the desert, will be
related to other priory buildings, and will be
available to the public. The landscape and
library will be a metaphor for the Norbertine
spiritual life.
During the past year, four talented men became affiliates of our community and are in a
stage of discernment that, hopefully, will lead
to entrance into the novitiate. Our brother,
Fr. Jim Huth, will return to our community in
December from Toronto after some years of
pursuing a doctorate in theology with an emphasis on Medical Ethics. Happily, he will
return as Dr. Jim Huth, O. Praem.
A former Norbertine who is presently an
archdiocesan priest is in discernment about
reconnecting to our community. And finally,
after conversation with Archbishop Michael
J. Sheehan, two young Norbertine priests
from our flourishing Norbertine Community
in the South of India will join us to serve in
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. It promises to
be an exciting year.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

Norbertine Associates Visit Mondaye Abbey
small group meetings. Small group sessions were organized around specific discussion topics including associate membership, structure, and formation. We
were surprised at the energy and excitement that filled the conference rooms
each day despite the jetlag and the very
full agenda. The discussions throughout
each session were remarkably rich and
reflective.
By Louise eilson
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he First International Meeting of
Norbertine Associates was held
during this past summer in Mondaye,
France. With great excitement, four of
us from Santa Maria de la Vid Priory
attended Mondaye Läics ‘05. Ken and
Debbie Griesemer, Anthony Maes, and
I participated with more than fifty other
Norbertine Associates and Norbertines
from fifteen different American and
European Premontré communities.
Abbot General Thomas Handgrätinger
traveled from Rome to take part in this
historical event and addressed the entire gathering. Mondaye Läics 05 was
organized by Fr. Andrew Ciferni from
Daylesford Abbey in Pennsylvania and
was generously hosted by the Norbertine Community at the Abbey of Saint
Martin of Mondaye.
During our four days together we had
many opportunities to meet new people
and to share our cultures and stories.
We also our shared at length the unique
experiences of our own group’s affiliation with the Norbertine Order. There
was an immediate affinity among us,
and this camaraderie easily transcended
many languages.
The community at Mondaye provided
exceptional hospitality, including beautiful music, a joyful presence, and excellent meals. Prayerfulness, enthusiasm, and friendship provided the context in which the working sessions were
held. The sessions were facilitated in
English and translated into French.

The main purpose for this international
gathering was to begin to identify formally the various ways that dedicated
men and women pray and share ministry
together with the Norbertines, and how
each is defined. Our Albuquerque group
calls itself orbertine Associates rather
than Oblates like those in France, for example.
In addition, we have written our own
mission statement, we are self-directed,
and we make a re-commitment each year.
We share together in prayer, ministry,
and friendship with the Norbertines here
at Santa Maria de la Vid Priory and at the
Norbertine parish of Our Lady of the
Most Holy Rosary.
During our discussions at Mondaye, however, we learned that affiliated lay members from other communities named and
described their group structure in many
different ways, some very different from
our own. We came to realize that there is
great diversity in the structure and the
history of each associate community, and
that each community’s distinctiveness is
important. One important characteristic
we clearly all had in common, however,
was our dedication to the gifts and works
of the Norbertines, and our desire to
share common ground around community, ministry, and spiritual growth.
This first international meeting of associates organized by the Norbertine Community helped everyone recognize the
profound importance of the Christcentered connection between both ordained and lay Christians as we live and
work together as the People of God, cele-

brating and sharing the gifts of our
baptism. It was a wonderful experience to be part of the first formal
process at Mondaye Läics ‘05 in
which every intentional effort was
made to express and embrace the variety of styles within, and the vitality
of heart surrounding, this essential
relationship.
The four of us who traveled from
Albuquerque to France were blessed
to be a part of this landmark event.
We will
hold many wonderful memories always, and with our Norbertine brothers and sisters we will continue the
important conversation begun recently in Mondaye.

In Memory of the
Ortegas

E

loisa Ortega
died peacefully on August 5,
2005. She was a
dear friend of Santa
Maria de la Vid
Priory, serving on
the Capital Campaign Cabinet that
enabled us to build our church. She
and her husband, Arturo, who preceded her in death, were among the
first to conceptualize and then realize
the National Hispanic Cultural Center
in Albuquerque. Her seven children
are establishing a Memorial Fund in
their parents’ name to assist us in
renovating the Desert Chapel of the
Baptist, and providing a bronze statue
of St. John the Baptist at its entrance.
Contributions to this Fund to the Priory can be made in the Ortega name.

We participated in both large group and
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Norbertine Celebrates
50th Anniversary as
Priest

F

Maria de la Vid, Albuquerque, New
Mexico. He has ministered to the immigrant community at Our Lady of the
Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community
as well as at Holy Ghost Parish. He has
also done part-time ministry in hospitals
and prisons in the Albuquerque area.

r. Roberto R. Fenzl,
O. Praem. celebrated his 50th anniversary as a priest of the
Norbertine Community
of Santa Maria de la Vid
Priory at the Church of
rother Robert E.
Our Lady of the Most
Campbell,
Holy Rosary on August
O.Praem.,
professed
31, 2005. Fr. Roberto
solemn
vows
of povgraduated from high school in Park Falls,
erty, celibacy, and obeWisconsin, in 1947. On August 28,
dience at the Church of
1950, he entered the Norbertine Order
Our Lady of the Most
and was ordained to the priesthood on
Holy Rosary in AlbuSeptember 1, 1955. Fr. Roberto holds a
querque, New Mexico,
B.A. in Philosophy from St. Norbert Colon
the
Feast
of
St.
Augustine, August 28,
lege in De Pere, Wisconsin and an M.S.
in Science Education from the University 2005. Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem., Prior of
the Norbertine Priory of Santa Maria de
of Wisconsin in Madison.
la Vid, received the vows as the delegate
Fr. Roberto served on the faculties of St. of Abbot Gary Neville, O.Praem., the
leader of St. Norbert Abbey in WisconNorbert High School and Abbot Pensin. The Priory is a daughter house of St.
nings High School in De Pere, WisconNorbert Abbey, an Order of Canons
sin. For 34 years, he was a member of
Regular following the rule of St.
the Norbertine teams that helped shape
and establish two Norbertine parishes in Augustine.
Lima, Peru. The two parishes, Parroquia
San Norberto and Parroquia San Marcos, Born in Massachusetts, Brother Robert
are both thriving and very active parishes holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Stonehill College, an M.A. in Education from
communities located in metropolitan
Columbia University in New York, and a
Lima.
Graduate Certificate in Spiritual DirecFr. Roberto is also a member of the Nor- tion from St. Thomas University in Miami, Florida. Subsequently, he worked in
bertine Community that supported
Miami as the director of a rehabilitation
Mother Teresa when she founded the
first foundation of the missionary Sisters program for adults with developmental
of Charity in Lima in 1973. The house, disabilities before entering the Norbertine
Novitiate in 1999.
Hogar de la Paz, is a powerful presence
in one of the most impoverished areas of
the city called the “Parada”. Fr. Roberto In June, 2004, he graduated from Cathoministered to Hogar de la Paz for over 27 lic Theological Union in Chicago with a
years. He was also a member of the pas- Master of Divinity Degree and a Certifitoral team serving the prison in Lurigan- cate of Biblical Spirituality. Brother
Robert began his second year of teaching
cho, Peru.
theology at St. Pius X High School in
For the past six years, Fr. Roberto has
Albuquerque where he chairs the Theolserved the Archdiocese of Santa Fe out
ogy department. He is the son of John
of the Norbertine Community of Santa
and Janet Campbell of Naples, Florida.

Norbertine Professes
Solemn Vows

B

Mentoring the Former
Prisoner - a Program
By Gene Gries, O. Praem.

S

everal years
ago, the Justice & Peace
Committee of
the Norbertine
parish of Our
Lady of a the
Most Holy Rosary Catholic
Community participated in an inaugural effort between the Archdiocese of Santa Fe
and the Office of Corrections for the
State of New Mexico. This joint
effort is referred to as the Threshold
Re-Integration Mentoring Program.
Essentially, the program is about lay
volunteers, who, after some training,
work in teams of two or three, and
walk with someone, a man or a
woman, being released from prison.
They meet weekly or bi-weekly and
the mentors become a support group
of encouragement, wisdom sharing
and valued presence, grounded in
prayer and much faith and hope.
The Justice and Peace Committee
put out the call to volunteers; four
parishioners responded. After some
training, they were commissioned to
be mentors in this joint effort of
church and state.
Approximately one year later, I had
the privilege of celebrating with
these mentors the joy of their mentees being faithful to the covenant
and staying out of prison for one
year.
On Wednesday, August 10, 2005,
we had another celebration for four
graduates of the mentoring program
who have stayed out of prison and
kept clean from drugs and alcohol.
(continued on page 4)
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Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember us in
YOUR WILL - that our work

Mentoring (continued)
One of these mentored had been in and
out of prison for the last thirty-three
years. Two of the mentees were
women.
Testimonies given by the mentors and
those mentored were very moving. The
celebration was a reminder to all who
participated that the church must attend
persons like these who live on the margins.

A Bridge: Art and the
Church
One of the highlights of the summer
was the art exhibit entitled “The Untold
Story: A Painted Parable”. Sheila Mahoney Keefe produced thirty paintings
based upon Fr. Frances Dorff’s story,
“The Rabbi’s Gift”.
This brief story was written by Fr. Fran
many years ago and has been picked up

by many preachers and writers around
the country, including an appearance in
one of Scott Peck’s books. The story is
fundamentally a parable about a Rabbi
who helps a monastery to recover its
spiritual path
We held a reception for the artist and
the writer at the Priory on Sunday, July
10. About a 100 people attended. The
paintings were placed in the gathering
space and the church. Through the talents of Brother Jaime Avila-Borunda,
the story itself was presented on the
walls of the gathering space on parchment-like paper. Jaime and others also
worked with Fran to produce a small
booklet of the story and the artist’s pictures, as well as a DVD of the story
which contained all of the paintings.
Our Priory has set as one of its goals
the building of bridges between creative artists and the Christian tradition.
The exhibit was an attempt to reunite
spiritual artists and the church. The
event received good publicity through

public service announcements on radio, and interviews with Fr. Fran in
the Albuquerque Journal.
Information about the story, the
booklet, and the DVD can be obtained by writing the Priory.

Comings and Goings…
Two renovation projects were completed at the end of August. The first
was collapsing four rooms into two
rooms in the formation wing of St.
Norbert Cloister. Second was extending our dining room in Augustine
Commons so that we have enough
room for guests on occasion… On
September 8, the Feast of the Birth of
Mary, we celebrated the 20th anniversary of the founding of our priory
in New Mexico. Archbishop Michael
Sheehan and five diocesan priest
friends were our guests for dinner to
mark the occasion.

