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The Norbertine Library - Dedicated and Blessed

O

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

n August 25, 2008,
we gathered to
dedicate and bless The
Norbertine Library, a
library which will provide biblical, theological, spiritual, pastoral,
and liturgical resources
for faith communities and individual seekers in
our state. And we did so with joy and great
gratitude to many.
In 1985 we Norbertines were missioned by our
brothers in St. Norbert Abbey in Wisconsin to
found an abbey in New Mexico. And that is
what we have been about during these years.
As bearers of an almost 900-year-old tradition
of religious life, we are dedicated to living,
praying, and learning together on our journey
into God.
Our day of dedication and blessing was the
intersection of several events in our history.
First, when the Norbertines initially came from
Europe to the United States at the end of the
19th century, we soon became involved in education – establishing, administering and teaching in schools both at the secondary and college levels.
Secondly, although we are primarily involved
in pastoral ministries in the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe, education and spiritual formation is
in our communal bloodstream. Thus, our involvement in the Ecumenical Institute for Ministry, the Called Back to the Well Ecumenical
Retreats, the Jewish-Catholic Dialogue, and
Albuquerque Interfaith in our city.
The Master of Theological Studies program of
St. Norbert College, the only graduate program
of its kind in New Mexico, has now been offering graduate degrees here for over a decade. In
fact, three of the lay teachers in the theology
department at St. Pius High School, Albuquerque’s only Catholic high school, have St. Norbert College graduate degrees. Fr. Anthony
Maes, O.Praem., is the chaplain, an administrator, and a teacher in the school.
Thirdly, while abbeys and monasteries have
long been centers of learning over the centuries, their libraries were primarily for those
who were in residence there. When Dr. Megan
McKenna began to contribute her rich and extensive theological library to ours some years

ago, we felt that these resources should not be
available for Norbertines only.
So in the Phase II building development of our
abbey-to-be, we planned a library that would
be open to the public – to the faith communities of New Mexico, to the faculty and students
of the Master of Theological Studies program,
to all searchers and seekers, as well as our retreatants. In addition, the library also has three
spiritual direction and counseling rooms, a
seminar room, an archives, a reception area,
and two offices.
As Archbishop Michael blessed and dedicated
The Norbertine Library, he inaugurated a
“Year of Dedication” for it as well. The Norbertine Library has as its animating vision “that
all may be one,” a phrase from John’s Gospel.
For we dedicated not just a building but primarily ourselves and others to the pursuit of the
all-inclusive Wisdom that leads to mutual understanding, peace, and unity among the different religious traditions.
Each month on a Saturday morning from September through May during this year of dedication, a spiritual teacher will make a presentation which will provide a unitive perspective
and lead a meditative or practical experience of
that perspective. A listing is elsewhere in this
newsletter.
While we hope that The Norbertine Library
will contribute to a deepening understanding
and appreciation of our rich, religious tradition
as Catholics, we also hope that our ecumenical
and interfaith brothers and sisters will find the
library a helpful resource as well.
In his extensive speaking and writing, Cardinal
Walter Kasper, who is a first-rate theologian
and the president of the Pontifical Council for
Christian Unity, has emphasized the importance of spiritual ecumenism, particularly at the
local level. A theological library which promotes reading, study, and conversation has the
potential to make a contribution to this effort.
Just as Jesus prayed to the Father on our behalf,
that “all may be one,” so we Norbertines want
to extend a prayerful blessing to all who come
to use our new library. That blessing is:
Through the Presence we share in this place
may we come to know the Peace and Joy
of seeking Wisdom side by side.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

Norbertine Ordained to the Priesthood

D

eacon
Robert
Campbell,
O.Praem., was
ordained to the
priesthood by
the Most Reverend Robert F.
Morneau on
June 6, 2008 at St. Norbert Abbey
Church in De Pere, Wisconsin. June
6th is the Feast of St. Norbert, founder
of the Norbertine Order.
Born in Massachusetts, Fr. Robert
holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Stone-

Oblates, Initiated
and Professed

A

t first Vespers of the Feast of St.
Augustine, Meg Ashcroft, Director of The Norbertine Library and the
Hermitage Retreat, and Christina
Spahn, Pastoral Associate for Faith
Formation at Holy Rosary Church,
were initiated into the oblate process of
the Norbertine Community.

On the Feast itself (August 28) Louise
Nielsen, a teacher of gifted students in
Mathematics in the Rio Rancho
schools, Lisa Ford, an attorney, and
Tim Schumacher, a manager at Whole
Foods, professed a covenant of friendship with the Norbertine Community
for three years as Oblates.
Oblates are those who have a more
extended experience of the spirituality
and ministry of the Norbertine Community. It is a call that is unique and
personal and involves a mutual discernment between the community and
candidate. Fr. Gene Gries, O.Praem. is
the Director of Formation and Novice
Master for the Oblates.
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hill College, an M.A. in Education
from Columbia University in New
York, and a Graduate Certificate in
Spiritual Direction from St. Thomas
University in Miami, Florida. Subsequently, he worked as the director of a
rehabilitation program for adults with
developmental disabilities in Miami
before entering the Norbertine Novitiate in 1999.
In June, 2004, he graduated from
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago
with a Master of Divinity Degree and a
Certificate of Biblical Spirituality. Fr.
Robert taught and chaired the Theol-

Oldest Norbertine

F

r. Vincent
DeLeers,
O. Praem.,
celebrated his
90th birthday
on April 29.
He is the oldest
Norbertine in
America. He
has been a member of Santa Maria de
la Vid Priory, which rejoices in his
presence, since 1986.
After years in education, including a
decade as academic dean of St. Norbert
College in Wisconsin, Fr. Vincent
served at Holy Rosary Parish in Albuquerque initiating the RCIA process,
starting the Small Christian Community Movement, and developing a creative budget process.
Fr. Vincent was a member of the group
that initiated the Catholic Foundation
in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. He
was also a founding member of the
Jewish-Catholic Dialogue. The Dialogue has sponsored a Colloquium
each spring for the last 15 years, led by
Catholic and Jewish presenters with
national reputations. In recent years a
Muslim has been a presenter as well.

ogy Department at St. Pius X High
School for two years. Subsequently,
he participated in a Clinical Pastoral
Education program at Presbyterian
Hospital and is now a certified Catholic Chaplain. He has been assigned to
Presbyterian Hospital in Albuquerque
as the Catholic Chaplain. He is the son
of John and Janet Campbell of Naples,
Florida.

Norbertine Professes
Simple Vows

F

r. Anthony
Maes,
O.Praem., professed simple
vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience in the Norbertine Community of Santa
María de la Vid Priory during the Mass
of the Feast of St. Augustine on August
28, 2008.
Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Fr.
Anthony holds a degree from the former I.H.M. Seminary in Santa Fe and
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He was ordained a priest
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in 1982
and subsequently took a leave of absence in 1988. For eighteen years he
served as a teacher and an administrator in the Albuquerque Public School
system.
With the blessing of Archbishop Michael Sheehan, Fr. Anthony was initiated into the Norbertine Community at
First Vespers of the Feast of St.
Augustine, August 27, 2006. He made
his novitiate at Holy Spirit House of
Studies in Chicago, Illinois. He has
now begun his second year as chaplain,
teacher, and administrator at St. Pius X
High School in Albuquerque.
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Excerpt from a Birthday Reflection by Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.

S

eventy-four
years ago today, I was born.
That fills me with
silent wonder this
morning. It also
reminds me that I
was welcomed into
this world breathlessly riding on a mantra. As the good
Irish woman that she was, my mother
seldom spoke about making love, being pregnant, giving birth, or that sort
of thing but, maybe in a weak, loving
moment, she made an exception in my
case, as she sometimes would.
Anyhow, she told me that when I was
delivered I was what she called a “blue
baby.” I think that meant that I was
having a hard time catching my breath
in my new environment and was more
or less breathlessly blue. I don’t get
blue anymore, but from time to time, I
still have some trouble catching my
breath in this California environment.
So the doctor was holding me upside
down, anxiously smacking me on the
back trying to get things going. All the
while my mother was praying, “Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph.” She always
prayed that prayer when the going got
tough, and, in her life, the going got
tough very often. The doctor turned to
her and said she’d better start praying
for this little baby if she wanted me to
make it. So that’s what she did, and I
was welcomed into the world breathlessly riding on my mother’s favorite
mantra, “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph!”
I didn’t object to it at the time but I
think that, for a doctor, the guy who

delivered me didn’t have much of a
bedside manner. I have to admit,
though, that he got the job done. I’m
grateful to him for that. But that doesn’t stop me from wondering whether or
not he mellowed as he got older.
I don’t know how the rest of my
mother’s thirteen deliveries went but I
do know that mine wasn’t, by far, the
most dramatic. She delivered one of us
while the hospital was going up in
flames and my fireman father was on
the floor below fighting to put it out.
He didn’t find out that Mom was upstairs having the baby until he went
home. That’s what I call drama. It
even made the Philadelphia newspapers. I think my father told me that,
even though he didn’t speak much either about being pregnant, giving birth,
or anything else “along that line.” And
he wasn’t even Irish.
After having her first four or five babies, my sister Catherine was much
more comfortable than Mom in talking
about such experiences. That wasn’t
hard. Anyway, she told me she delivered one of her last babies as she ate a
sandwich in the back seat of the family
car while her husband Jim was completely beside himself trying for the
first time ever to help deliver a baby.
This was reported in the paper too, but
then, Jim was the editor.
My mother also told me that she had
trouble right from the beginning with
my sense of timing. As an Irish
woman she had been praying that I
would be born on July 11th or, if not,
that she could hold out until the 13th,
but, for God’s sake, not on the 12th.

Not on Orangemen’s day! But as Orangemen’s day dawned there I came,
her little boy blue. Very poor timing.
I really don’t know why I did that.
Maybe I was anxious to see what the
world outside was really like. I might
have been thinking how appropriate it
would be for my mother’s twelfth-born
to be born on the twelfth. Maybe I
thought being born on the 13th would
be unlucky. I know for sure that I didn’t do it on purpose. I didn’t have a
clue about Orangeman’s Day! I’m still
not all that clear on it. So, I really
can’t say why I finally decided to be
born on the 12th. It didn’t make much
sense spending a lot of time trying to
figure it out either, since even if I did,
there would be no use trying to explain
it to my mother.
Later, my mother confessed thinking
on the day I was born, “A fine thing!
Born on the 12th! This one will never
be a good Catholic.” Maybe she was
right. Maybe that’s also why, as I celebrate my seventy-fourth birthday, I’m
feeling such a deep passion for experiencing the Unity and Peace that transcends and unites all religions, races,
and peoples. Even Catholics.
I never made the connection before but
maybe blue became my favorite color
right from my birthday on. Who
knows? One thing I do know is that I
will be spending this birthday alone in
the redwood forest here, wondering at
the beauty of creation and thanking
God for the beauty of one very loving
and heroic Catholic woman. “Jesus,
Mary and Joseph.”
Written at Presentation Retreat Center in Los Gatos,
California, where Fr. Dorff spent the summer.

Fall Retreat Days with Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.
Envisioning Peace in Violent Times:
Following the Way of the Prophets
(A Day of Meditative Writing)
Saturday, October 11, 2008,
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Living Creatively in a Broken
World: The Spiritual Challenge
of Our Times
(A Day of Spiritual Conversation)
Saturday, "ovember 1, 2008,
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Cost: $40.00 per retreat day (lunch
included). For more information see
the Norbertine website:
www.norbertinecommunity.org,
or call 505-873-4399 for a brochure or
to register.
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www.norbertinecommunity.org
Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember us in
YOUR WILL - that our work
may continue…

First Gathering of EnglishEnglish-Speaking
Norbertine Associates by Ken Griesemer

I

n mid-July, Associates and Professed from the United States,
Canada, and Ireland gathered at St.
Norbert Abbey for discussion,
sharing, planning, and fellowship.
In all, 42 participated in the fiveday meeting, including 10 representatives from Santa Maria de la
Vid Priory. Participants were
warmly welcomed by Abbot Gary
Neville of St. Norbert Abbey, local
host, and Abbot Ronald Rossi of
Daylesford, chair of the Order’s
Commission for Associates. The
time together was enriched by
regular celebration of the Liturgy
of the Hours and daily Eucharist
with the De Pere community.
As the meeting progressed, conversation topics included the commonalities and differences among
the various associate communities,
“Statutes” and a “Sourcebook” for

Associates, the question “How
does our association with the Norbertines enrich and support our primary vocation?,” Norbertine Spirituality, and the achievements, challenges and wishes for Associates on
the local, national and international
levels.
Between the very full business sessions, participants also enjoyed a
tour of the abbey and an explanation
of the unique stained glass windows, a tour of St. Norbert College
and its Norbertine Heritage Center,
a relaxed social and dinner overlooking the Fox River, a tasting of
locally produced cheese, and various social gatherings with the De
Pere community. At each meal, and
in the precious quiet times between
sessions and late at night, enriching
conversations were shared and new
friendships were developed.

Comings and Goings…
Abbot General Thomas Handgrätinger,
O.Praem., who lives in Rome, visited us for
four days last July…. Fr. Roberto Fenzl just
returned from Peru where he spent two months
in Lima and at Santa Clotilde on the Napo
River where the Norbertines have turned over
the pastoral leadership of a parish to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate…. Before leaving
for Peru, Fr. Roberto was given an award by
the warden of a women’s prison for his ministry there…. Fr. Binu Joseph recently graduated
from the Clinical Pastoral Education program
of Presbyterian Hospital…. Fr. Bijoy Francis is
spending two months studying Spanish in Mexico…. Four students graduated with Master of
Theological Studies degrees from St. Norbert
College’s New Mexico “campus.” Graduation
was held in the Church of Santa Maria de la
Vid. Graduate courses are now being taught in
the seminar room of The Norbertine Library….
Our affiliate Graham Golden is living at St.
Norbert Abbey while taking religious studies
courses at St. Norbert College.

