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From the Prior’s Desk… Augustine and Norbert,
Sharing One Heart and One Mind

W

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

hen we pray in our
priory church, we are
surrounded by beautiful
bronze images of the
Madonna and Child, John
the Baptist, Mary Magdalene, and Augustine and Norbert. All are biblical figures except the final
two. There is no doubt why Norbert should
have such an honored place among us. He is
our Founder. But, why Augustine? “Why
Augustine?” is precisely the question that
first time visitors often ask.
At our annual gathering of Norbertines at St.
Norbert Abbey during the first week of January of this new year, I was reminded again of
the powerful influence St. Augustine of
Hippo exerted upon our religious heritage at
its founding. This year’s gathering took the
form of a retreat. At our founding in 1121
A.D., Norbert adopted and adapted a Rule of
Life which Augustine had written.

That leads us back to the Augustine and Norbert
statue in our church. The title for this statue is
unanimes, which is Latin for “having one soul,”
or, more broadly, “soul friends.” The scriptural
inspiration for this statue is drawn from the biblical description of the first apostolic communities
in which the members are portrayed as being
unanimes, that is, of one mind and one heart.
(Acts 4:32-35; 2:42-47; 5:12-16) Throughout
the history of the Norbertine Community, these
texts have been taken as the foundational texts
for the Norbertine way of life.
The title for this statue comes from that very beginning of the Rule of Augustine. There we
read: “The first purpose for which you have
come together is to live in unity (unanimes) and
to be of one mind (anima una) and one heart (cor
unum) on the journey into God.” Saints
Augustine and Norbert are the spiritual fathers of
the apostolic way of life that Norbertines continue to live.

The theme of our retreat was The Eightfold
Path of the Rule of Augustine. The retreat
master was Brother Frank Kazenbroot, O.
Praem., of the Norbertine Abbey of Berne in
Holland, from which Norbertines were missioned in 1893 to establish our way of life
and to minister among the people of northeastern Wisconsin. The significance of the
presence of a Norbertine from our mother
abbey in Holland, and his reflections on the
Rule of Augustine which helped ground our
way of life in the early twelfth century, carried a special meaning for us.
While the eight chapter Rule was written for
religious, it is also a guide for anyone who
wishes to live a serious, Christian life. It embodies a spirituality of journey offering eight
steps on the way to God. According to
Brother Frank, each step calls forth a spiritual practice that guides the pilgrim toward a
spiritual ideal: chapter one encourages sharing that leads to unity; chapter two invites us
to praying that leads to attentiveness; etc. At
the very beginning of the Rule, Augustine
writes: “The first purpose for which you have
come together is to live in unity and to be of
one mind and one heart on the journey into
God.” This line frames the entire Rule.

Though they were separated in time by 700
years, Saints Augustine and Norbert in the statue
are shown as friends, united in spirit by their love
of God and of God’s Word. Both are dressed
simply to reflect the poverty in which they lived.
Together they offer to the viewer and to the community the book of God’s Word, open to the text,
“The community of believers were of one heart
and of one mind” (Acts 4:32). As Norbertines,
we can do no better than endeavor to share the
heart of our spiritual fathers.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

New Norbertine Library Prepares to Open

L

ike other metropolitan areas, Albuquerque has a number of public libraries with extensive collections. However, within the entire state of New Mexico there is not a single library that has
cultivated a representative selection of
biblical, theological, pastoral, liturgical
and spiritual texts.

The month of January, 2008 has been
a period of moving our books into the
new library and preparing for its official opening later in the spring. The
library also contains a reception area,
offices, three spiritual direction and
counseling rooms, a seminar room,
and an archive. The library plan enables us to prepare to house up to
25,000 volumes and an internet capability of networking with other libraries.

brary will optimize the natural energy resources in the Southwest - - wind, sun,
and rain - - in a way that minimizes fossil
fuel, water, and non-renewable resource
requirements, and thus diminishes maintenance costs.

Like our new St. Norbert Cloister
opened in September, 2007, the Li-

We invite you to visit this wonderful new
addition to our retreat center.

Our new library has already benefited
from the donation of the personal libraries
of retiring pastors. If you would like to
donate books to the new library, please
call Meg Ashcroft at 505-873-4399.

Visiting St. Norbert College Students move books to
the new Norbertine Library

When Dr. Megan McKenna, a local Roman Catholic theologian who teaches
around the world, began donating her
personal theological library to us several
years ago, we knew that we had to share
this gift with others.
The new Norbertine Library will be an
especially vital resource for the students
and faculty of the Master of Theological
Studies program, the only graduate program of its kind in the state. It will also
serve the needs of the Norbertine Community, our retreatants, and adult learners
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, including
the ecumenical and interfaith communities within New Mexico.
We believe that this unique library will
attract visitors from around the state and
will, like a magnet, draw wisdom seekers
into dynamic dialogue and action. The
Norbertine library will help our community extend its educational and spiritual
outreach.
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New Norbertine Library

A New Director For Library and Hermitage Retreat

M

eg
Ashcroft
is the new Norbertine Library
and Hermitage
Retreat Center
director at Santa
Maria de la Vid
Priory. Meg
moved to New
Mexico from
her native Vermont in 1994 to join the
staff of the Center for Action and Contemplation where she served for five
years. Meg has been a pastoral minister for twenty years, serving in par-

ishes, on college campuses and at retreat
centers.
Meg has an undergraduate degree in religious studies, a Master of Arts degree in
theology, and a certificate in spiritual
direction. She has served on numerous
retreat teams, leads a women’s spirituality group, and has written many articles
on spirituality, ministry and liturgy. Her
husband, Don Conklin, is a member of
the pastoral team at Our Lady of the
Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community
in Albuquerque.
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Back Home Again!
By Fr. John Tourangeau, O.Praem.

M

y journey
as a
priest is somewhat unique. It
began with my
ordination as a
priest of the
Norbertine Order, my then
becoming a
priest of the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, my taking an
extended leave of absence from priesthood, my returning to priesthood through
the invitation of Archbishop Michael
Sheehan, and my return to the Norbertine
Order and my present life and ministry
out of Santa Maria de la Vid Priory in
Albuquerque.
I entered St. Norbert Abbey in 1978, professed simple vows in 1980 and solemn
vows in 1983. I was ordained to the
priesthood on the Feast of St. Norbert,
June 6, 1986. It was the happiest day of
my life! I subsequently served at Providence of God Church in Chicago, IL,
working in a predominantly immigrant
Mexican community until my move to
New Mexico in the summer of 1987.

ministration degree. I worked as a
mental health therapist in various agencies and ultimately established a very
successful private practice in Santa Fe,
NM. While in private practice, I
worked with teens and their families,
Teen and Adult Drug Courts, the Children, Youth and Families Department,
and adults with personality disorders.
This work was filled with challenges as
well as blessings. Interestingly
enough, it was this work that led me to
reconsider active ministry as a priest
and membership in the Norbertine
Community.
I have been back in the Norbertine
Community and active ministry as a
priest for three years now. My journey
home is a great gift from God, for
which I am most grateful and give
thanks every day!
Indeed, it is very good to be back home
again. The Norbertine Community has
been a part of my life for many years.
I grew up with the gentle and holy
presence of my paternal Uncle Clem
who has been a Norbertine brother for
over 60 years. I believe that I am a
Norbertine today because of his example, prayers, love, affirmation, and encouragement.

My first assignment during my twenty
years in New Mexico was as parochial
vicar at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, a parish where the Norbertine Community has served since 1985. My restless spirit led me to depart from the Order
two years later and incardinate as a priest
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Ministerial assignments that followed included
pastorates at St. Gertrude the Great in
Mora, NM, and her fifteen missions, Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Clovis, NM, and
San Francisco de Asís in Ranchos de
Taos, NM.

I am the eldest son of Roger and the
late Elizabeth (Kutches) Tourangeau,
Sr. of Escanaba, MI. I graduated from
St. Lawrence Seminary, Mt. Calvary,
WI in 1976. After completing my college studies in Sociology at St. Norbert
College, I moved to Chicago to complete my Master of Divinity in Missiology at Catholic Theological Union,
which included eighteen months of
mission experience at our Norbertine
mission in Lima, Peru.

On January 15, 1996, I survived a heart
attack and soon thereafter decided to take
a leave of absence from active ministry as
a priest. I completed a Master of Social
Work and later a Master of Business Ad-

I currently serve as pastor of St. Anne
Parish in the South Valley of Albuquerque. I am a member of a dynamic
team who serve a diverse, changing,
and growing community of faith. The
immigrant Mexican community contin-

ues to arrive in Albuquerque in large
numbers and we are working diligently to welcome them among us.
Back home at Santa María de la Vid
Priory, I share daily life and prayer
with thirteen brother Norbertines.
Our life together is enriched by several Norbertine Associates and Oblates (lay men and women seeking a
closer relationship with us), as well
as several Affiliates (men seriously
considering our way of life).
I am particularly grateful to my Norbertine brothers and sisters, my parents, family, and Brother Clem, for
their unconditional love, encouragement, and support—not to mention
their many, many prayers—
throughout the course of my life and
ministry up to the present moment.
May the God of life and love bless
us on our way today and always.
And, may God continue to guide us
Home! ¡Qué Dios siempre nos

Fr. Mayer, RIP

O

ur brother priest Laurence A.
Mayer, O.Praem., age 76, died at
St. Norbert Abbey, De Pere, Wisconsin, on November 23, 2007, a month
after returning there from our priory of
Santa Maria de la Vid in New Mexico.
Fr. Larry had served the priory the last
three years as our liturgist and the
shaper of our desert landscape. Fr.
Larry was an artist and a naturalist.
His presence will be missed. A memorial Mass was celebrated at the priory on December 3, 2007.

VOLUME 12 ISSUE 1
Page 3

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF
NEW MEXICO

onprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Albuquerque,M
Permit o.114

Santa Maria de la Vid Priory
5825 Coors Road, SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-6700

Phone: 505505-873873-4399
Fax: 505505-873873-4667
Email: norbertines@norbertinecommunity.org

www.norbertinecommunity.org
Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember us
in YOUR WILL that our work may
continue…

Spring Retreat Days Guided by Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.

A

number of days of
retreat will be offered this Spring in order
to help people begin,
continue, or deepen a
meditative practice.
These retreat days build
on and complement one
another so that several
can be taken to the benefit of the participant. They may also serve as
an experience of group spiritual direction and
support in the spiritual journeys of the participants.
Each retreat day includes guided meditations,
spiritual conversation, a simple lunch, and a
silent time for personal reflection in a context
that honors the privacy of each person. Each
day begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. and ends at
4:00 p.m. For those who wish to do so, the
day may be profitably extended into a solitary retreat by staying at the Hermitage Retreat overnight either before or after the retreat day. The accommodations are on a
first-come first-served basis, $35 per night.

No previous experience of meditating or of writing is required in order
to participate in these retreat days. If
you wish to attend any of these days,
please bring writing materials with
you and make an advance reservation
by calling us at 505-873-4399.
Walking in the Way of the Cross:
Saturday, March 1, 2008
The Well & the Cathedral:
A Meditative Experience of the
Paschal Mystery
Saturday, April 5, 2008
Letting Your Life Become Wise:
A Meditative Experience of Your
Own Spiritual Journey
Saturday, April 19, 2008
The White-Robed Monk:
A Mystical Communion
Saturday, May 10, 2008
Cost: $40 per retreat day

Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem., is a priest
of the Norbertine Community of Santa
Maria de la Vid living in retirement at
the Norbertine Hermitage retreat. A
former professor of philosophy and
theology, Fr. Fran’s present work is
primarily focused on experiencing and
sharing a life integrating approach to
spiritual development.

Welcome Fr. George!

A

s the newsletter
was going to
press, Fr. George
Pavamkott, O. Praem., a
priest of the Norbertine
Community of
Manathavady in the
south of India, arrived
to join our community in New Mexico
and to serve in the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe. He spent many years in the religious
formation of new members and recently
ministered as a parish priest.

