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Norbertine Anniversaries and a Memorable Pilgrimage

W

e mark birthdays, dates of
the death of loved ones,
wedding and ordination
anniversaries, and other
personal milestones.
Why? Because it is
good to remember in
order to gain perspective and give thanks.

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

As a Norbertine I found that this was a summer
which carried a whole host of memories regarding the religious tradition of which I am
part. On June 6, we commemorated the 875th
anniversary of the death of our founder Norbert.
In mid-June we celebrated the 50th anniversary
of St. Norbert Abbey in DePere, Wisconsin. I
was a second-year novice when the Abbey was
blessed in1959. It was also my home throughout my formation and education as a Norbertine right up until my ordination in 1965. Later
I returned to the Abbey as director of seminarians and the founding director of the Norbertine
Spirituality Center.

At the end of June I joined the Norbertine
Heritage Pilgrimage in Europe with colleagues from the Board of Trustees of St.
Norbert College, the college’s president and
development director, as well as some faculty
members and friends.
Appropriately, we started the pilgrimage in
the Czech Republic at Strahov Abbey in Prague, established in 1140. St. Norbert is buried here, and we began our journey with
Mass at his tomb. This Abbey was suppressed during the Communist takeover in
1950, and only with the fall of the Iron Curtain did its members come out of hiding to
return to their Abbey in 1991. The Abbey is
famous for its magnificent library housed in
two huge baroque rooms, splendidly decorated and furnished.
We toured through the hills of Austria by bus
to Schlägl Abbey, founded in 1218, located in
the middle of a huge forest. The Abbey is
supported by lumbering in the forest and by a
famous brewery on the Abbey grounds.
(continued on page 2)

Fr. Binu Joseph, O.Praem., Norbertine from India

I

was born on March
4, 1977, in
Kanichar, Kerala, India.
I am the third of six
children; I have three
sisters and two brothers.

India is a nation with a variety of cultures, languages, and a plurality of religions. On the
southwest tip of this country is the small state
of Kerala, “the land of coconuts” (kera - coconut, alam - land, in the local language). It is
also nicknamed “God’s own country” due to its
lush mountains and valleys, tropical climate
and variety of spices. Growing up I learned
three languages: Malayalam, my mother
tongue; Hindi, our national language; and English, which became my second language. After
ordination I learned two additional languages
to work in two south Indian states.
Over eighty percent of India’s population is
Hindu. For this reason many Americans ask

me how long I have been a Catholic. My
usual answer is “many generations.” We
firmly believe and have evidence that St.
Thomas, the Apostle of Jesus, came to India
in 52 A.D. and converted some Hindus to
Christianity. Subsequently, missionaries
from Syria, Persia and Portugal further evangelized my state of Kerala. Due to its Syrian
background, the Church to which I belong is
called the Syro-Malabar Church, one among
the 21 Eastern Churches in union with Rome.
(Malabar is the common name for the southwest region of India.)
I come from a traditional close-knit farming
family. Our primary crops were rubber, cashews, and coconut. We helped our parents to
lessen their burden of raising a large family.
After school each day, we joined our parents
in nurturing the plants and harvesting the
crops. Since we had similar experiences and
goals in the family, we stayed together and
built up strong relationships. In our culture it
(continued on page 2)

Norbertine Anniversaries … continued from page 1
The next stop was Windberg Abbey in
Germany, founded in 1140. Our current Abbot-General in Rome had been
abbot there. We moved on to Roggenburg Priory, founded originally in 1126
and re-founded by Windberg Abbey in
the last century after years of suppression. It sponsors a Spirituality Center
known all over Germany for its dedication to environmental concerns.
Our pilgrimage then took us to Belgium and the French-speaking Abbey
of Leffe. Nestled in a valley along a
river, it boasts one of the most famous
breweries and beers in Europe as a
source of support. We stopped for a
day at Antwerp, Belgium, where the
cathedral has a number of mementos of
St. Norbert: statues, a huge stainedglass window, and a portrait painting
by the famous artist Rubens.
Finally, we travelled to Holland and
Oosterhout Abbey, the home of clois-

tered Norbertine nuns, established in
1271. The nuns support themselves by
making scrolls, restoring old books,
and writing beautiful calligraphy.

Fr. Bernard Pennings and his Norbertine
companions left Berne Abbey for Wisconsin where St. Norbert Abbey and St.
Norbert College had their beginnings.
We at Santa Maria de la Vid Priory in
New Mexico are the granddaughter of
Berne Abbey.
The pilgrimage was both educational and
inspirational. Each abbey has had its ups
and downs, dyings and risings amid such
historical events as the Protestant Reformation, the French Revolution, the secularization of religious houses in Europe in
1803, and the rise of Communism. Yet
the age-old Norbertine tradition is still
alive in all the places visited.

Fr. Joel at St. Norbert Statue (center)
on the famous Charles walking
bridge in Prague, Czech Republic

An appropriate climax for our journey
was a visit to Berne Abbey, founded in
1134, which is heavily involved in liturgical education, retreat work, and
the service of local parishes. In 1893,

As we approach only the 25th anniversary
of the founding of Santa Maria de la Vid
Priory in New Mexico in 2010, I do so
with a greater appreciation of our rich
heritage of religious life and with a deep
gratitude for the vocation that has allowed me to share in it.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

Fr. Binu Joseph, O.Praem. ... continued from page 1
is usually the responsibility of the elder
children to take care of the younger, so
we depended upon each other and
learned from the elders. In addition, the
presence of our paternal grandparents,
who stayed with us until their death,
also assisted us in our growing years.
They explained to us the life stories of
different people who succeeded in their
lives, and inspired us with their thoughts
on various occasions. As a family we
also had common evening prayers and
meals every day. These are some of the
factors that helped us and still help us to
maintain our family ties wherever we
are.
From a very young age I was inspired
by the lives and works of priests of our
community. I was attracted even more
to the priestly life when I attended an
ordination in our parish during my high
school studies. From that time on, I
started to give serious thought to
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priestly life and ministry. After the
school years, as it was a decisive time
in my life, the Spirit moved me to
decide to pursue priestly studies and I
entered the Norbertine Order of Mananthavady, India in 1992.
On April 29, 1997, I made my first
vowed commitment; subsequently, I
earned three bachelor degrees in philosophy, theology, and arts. On June
6, 2003, I made my final commitment
in the Order and was ordained a deacon on the following day. I was ordained a priest on January 2, 2004.
My first assignment
after ordination was
to a social work center of the Order
called ECHO, in
Bangalore. It is an
organization for the
empowerment of

children and for human rights. In a special way it deals with children who are in
conflict with the law, and has its own
programs to rehabilitate them. After five
months of experience in this organization
I started a new branch of it in the same
city and continued to be its director until
July, 2006. I very much enjoyed my ministry in this center and I am still proud to
say that this center is the fruit of my hard
work, and through it many children
found and continue to find hope in life. I
also worked for tsunami relief. In fact, I
was one of the few to reach the site of
tsunami-hit coastal areas of Tamilnadu to
work with the victims.
In September, 2006, I came to America
on an invitation of the Albuquerque
Community, and was appointed sacramental priest at Presbyterian Hospital in
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. I also did a
year of Clinical Pastoral Education
(continued on page 5)
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Hermits without Permits by Francis Dorff, O.Praem.

I

can’t honestly
say when I
first met Lady
Solitude. To tell
the truth, I think
she’s always been
with me. But the
more I got to
know her the more I came to love her.
And the more I came to love her the
more I started following her around. It
was sort of pathetic at first. That’s
when we started meeting secretly at
hermitages, and ashrams, and monasteries, and campgrounds, and libraries,
and isolated retreat centers all over the
country. And that’s when I started
reading everything about her that I
could get my hands on. The more I
read and the more we met, the more
deeply I fell in love with her. And the
more I followed her around.

nity of professed hermits and stay in
that place for a lifetime. I know that
for sure because I did it for a year
and a half. No. She wants me to be
a hermit without a permit.
As if that’s not enough, another real
problem is that Lady Solitude doesn’t seem to have a problem with any
of these problems. She seems to
enjoy having me follow her around,
no matter how many problems oth-

Chapel of St. John the Baptist

The problem, of course, is that I’m a
priest and everybody knows that you
can’t be in love with Lady Solitude if
you’re a priest. You can’t be a minister
and a hermit. Another problem is that
I’m a member of the Norbertine Community and everybody knows that you
can’t be a Norbertine and a hermit.
Everybody also knows that you can’t

Guest House and Hermitages of Premontre

belong to a community and be a hermit.
Another problem came with my following Lady Solitude around from hermitage to hermitage for fifteen years.
Everybody knows that you can’t be a
pilgrim and a hermit. Another problem
is that Lady Solitude clearly doesn’t
want me to be a hermit with a permit.
She doesn’t want me to join a commu-
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ers may have with it. Which makes
me wonder how everybody got to
know so much about hermits.
I wish I had come across it years
ago, but Thomas Merton really
knew what he was talking about
when he said, “Don’t tell anyone
you’re a hermit. Everyone knows
what it means to be a hermit except
the hermit. That’s why a hermit
becomes a hermit. To find out what
it means.”
When I was first following Lady
Solitude all around, trying to find
out what it means to be a hermit, I
had no idea that she was preparing
me for a new ministry. Now, as I
live in full retirement at the Norbertine Hermitage Retreat welcoming
other “Hermits without Permits” to
share the simple silence, solitude,
and beauty of the desert with me, I
marvel at how Lady Solitude has
arranged all of this.
Although they’re more than welcome here, our Norbertine Hermitage Retreat is not meant to be a

place only for card-carrying, lifetime
hermits. It’s a place for part-time,
anonymous “Hermits without Permits.”
It’s a place where anyone of any faith or
of no faith at all can come when they feel
the need to be alone or to speak heart-toheart with someone, especially themselves. It’s a place where they can just
catch their breath; or rest up; or settle
down; or pray their way though a problem; or get off the treadmill; or write a
book; or ask God for help; or discern
which way their life wants to go next.
It’s a place where they can discover what
it really means for them to be a hermit.
Since, for as long as they’re here, our
guests are “Hermits without Permits,”
what they do here is nobody else’s business. If they want to talk to somebody
about it, I’m here. If they want to join
our Community for prayer or Eucharist,
we’re here. If they just want us to let
them be, that’s fine with us, too. That’s
probably the most important thing we do
around here. We let others be. I know
from experience, too, that that’s the time
when it’s most likely for Lady Solitude
to show up and introduce herself.
Mother Nature usually tags along with
her, too, since they’re the two resident
spiritual directors around here and very
close friends.
There’s not much to the Norbertine Hermitage Retreat:
a small adobe
meditation
chapel, four
little hermitages, and a
simple
six-room
guesthouse.
But, as I experience it, this
is an extremely
important
place for persons who no
Inside a hermitage
longer have any
privacy or quietness in their lives. It’s an
extremely important place for persons in
(continued on page 4)
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Hermits… continued from page 3

International Meeting of Norbertine Associates

a culture that is changing radically at
such an astronomical speed that they
can’t keep up. This is a place of Sabbath; of Shalom; of silence and solitude;
of spiritual deepening; and of the kind of
personal transformation that can have the
most creative social, communal, and religious implications, even if everyone else
in the world knows that hermits can’t do
that. This is a place I feel greatly blessed
to be.

he Day of Pentecost, the Constitutions of our Order, describe Norbertine membership in concentric circles. In
the center circle are professed priests,
brothers and cloistered nuns. The next
circle embraces the active communities
of Norbertine sisters. That is followed
by the circle of different levels of
“associates,” a reality called by different
names in different communities of Norbertines around the world.

It very seldom happens, but if one of our
“Hermits without Permits” would ever
ask me for a word of advice, I wouldn’t
even have to think twice about it. I’d say
right away, “Don’t tell anyone you’re a
hermit. Just do it.”

From June 25th to 28th thirty-nine representatives of these different associated
Norbertine members and our Abbot General, as well as thirteen other professed
Norbertines met at the abbey of Tongerlo
in Belgium for an international meeting.
It was the second such meeting of this
kind in the history of our Order.

T

Comings and Goings…

F

r. John Tourangeau, former pastor
at St. Ann Parish in Albuquerque,
professed his solemn vows at St. Norbert
Abbey on the Feast of St. Augustine. Fr.
John has assumed the important role of
vocation director for the entire St. Norbert Abbey Community. …. Fr. Bijoy
Francis has been transferred from San
Jose Parish in the South Valley to Our
Lady of Belen Parish about thirty miles
down Interstate 25. .… Fr. Anthony
Maes is a fulltime member of the administrative team as well as chaplain and

Ken and Debbie Griesemer, Norbertine
Associates, and Louise Nielsen, Norbertine Oblate, represented our community of Santa Maria de la Vid at this
European meeting. They prayed, dialogued, and experienced a deepening
of the bond which they share with their
respective Norbertine Communities
and with one another. Ken Griesemer
was elected as the English-speaking
delegate to the 2012 General Chapter
of the Order to be held at St. Norbert
Abbey in De Pere, Wisconsin.

Ken, Debbie, Abbot General Thomas, Louise
at the Tongerlo Abbey

head of the theology department at St. Pius
X High School. …. Fr. Fran Dorff and Fr.
Joel Garner represented the Community of
Santa Maria de la Vid at the spring blessing of Abbot Richard Antonucci, the fourth
abbot of the Norbertine Community of
Daylesford outside of Philadelphia ….
Christina Spahn, an Oblate novice and Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation at Holy
Rosary Parish, led a delegation of ten parishioners to interact with the people of
Holy Rosary’s sister parish of San Eugenio
in Tijuana, Mexico. …. The cataloguing
and barcoding of all the books of The Nor-

bertine Library has been completed
under the direction of Meg Ashcroft,
who is also an Oblate novice. .…
Prior to entering the novitiate, Graham Golden spent six weeks in the
summer studying Spanish at the
Maryknoll Center in Cochabamba,
Bolivia. …. Fr. Binu Joseph and Fr.
George Pavamkott flew to Boston to
spend a week with one of their Indian confreres from the Mananthavady Community in south India who
is ministering as part of a hospital
pastoral care team.

Library Home to MTS Program

T

Fr. Joel Garner, Deacon Mike Wesley and Mary
Dudley (2009 Grads), Dr. Chela Gonzalez (faculty)
at the MTS graduation ceremony
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he Master of Theological Studies (MTS) courses and office are now based at The
Norbertine Library. The MTS program is offered by St. Norbert College in cooperation with the Ecumenical Institute for Ministry (EIM) which offers adult education
courses and seminars for ministerial training. The move from the Catholic Center of the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe allows an integration of graduate level courses, opportunities for
theological research and administrative support at the same site. “It’s a wonderful location for our work,” notes Rev. Dr. Kay Huggins, associate director of the MTS program in
New Mexico. “To have that wide-open landscape, the wonderful view of the Sandias, and
a state-of-the-art library housing our office creates the perfect climate for theological reflection and formation.” Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem., is the Chair of the Board of EIM as
well as of the New Mexico Advisory Committee of the MTS program.
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Fr. Binu Joseph, O.Praem. ... continued from page 2
(CPE) in the same hospital, and now
minister as a sacramental priest at
Lovelace Medical Center and its surrounding satellite hospitals. Working
in the hospital is stressful due to the
difficult situations I face on most days
in dealing with deeply emotional moments, but my CPE training has enhanced my skills for this ministry.
The strongest motivating factor in my
life and ministry is one of my neverforgotten childhood experiences and
the meaning I now see in it. It is my
near drowning experience when I was
an eight-year-old third grader. I can’t
call it anything other than the providence of God that a passerby pulled me
from an unprotected well and back to
life. I had almost given up hope in the
eighteen feet of water, but I woke up to
consciousness and to “new life.” This
experience makes me appreciate the

value of life and inspires me to use this
God-given new life to help others in
their time of need.
Now I am in New Mexico and I try to
live here and now. Being far from
home, I sometimes miss my family
back in India. This is where my religious Community comes in. The presence of my Norbertine brothers gives
me a home in the USA by filling this
missing-family gap. But I do go back
home to Kerala once a year to see everyone. Upon my return home I always
make sure I visit the social work center
and the children with whom I feel such
a strong emotional bond.

hope and stability that my Norbertine
Community has provided. I am also
experiencing another part of the world,
its varied cultures, its dry climate, the
surrounding magnificent mountains,
various food tastes, many remarkable
new friends, so many interesting places
to visit and, for the first time in my
life, snow! It is exciting and fun! I am
grateful to my Community back in India for sending me and thankful to the
Community in Albuquerque for inviting me and welcoming me to a new
home.

The food, climate and culture were the
major initial adjustments for me. The
members of Santa Maria de la Vid Priory have been most helpful to me in all
the transitions. I am grateful for the
Fr. Binu at nurses’ station in Lovelace Hospital

New Norbertine Novices

S

tephen A.
Gaertner and
Graham R. Golden
were initiated into
the Norbertine
Community of
Santa Maria de la
Vid Priory in Albuquerque, New Mexico, during First Vespers of the Feast of Saint Augustine, August 27, 2009. Our priory is a daughterhouse of St. Norbert Abbey in Wisconsin,
an Order of Canons Regular following the
Rule of St. Augustine.
Born in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,
Stephen is a magna cum laude graduate in
English from St. Norbert College in 1998
and a MA graduate in English from Michigan State University in 2002. In addition to
completing doctoral classes at Michigan
State, he has been a teacher there and at
Lansing Community College. Stephen is
the son of Robert C. Gaertner of Midland,
Michigan.
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G

raham R. Golden was born in Albuquerque and
graduated from St. Pius High School in 2004. He is
a magna cum laude graduate of the University of New
Mexico with a BA in Music and Spanish. As an affiliate
of the Norbertine Community of New Mexico, he studied
philosophy at St. Norbert College during the first semester of last year and at the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago during the second semester. Graham is the son
of Dan and Deborah Golden and was a member of the Aquinas Newman Center
of the University of New Mexico.
Both Stephen and Graham are making their novitiate at Holy Spirit House of
Studies in Chicago over the next year before returning to New Mexico for an
apostolic year.

Graham Golden and Steve
Gaertner with Fr. Joel at the
Rite of Initiation during
which they received the
Norbertine habit, Rule of
Augustine and Constitutions
of the Order
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Santa Maria de la Vid Priory
5825 Coors Blvd., SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-6700

Phone: 505505-873873-4399
Fax: 505505-873873-4667
Email: norbertines@norbertinecommunity.org

www.norbertinecommunity.org
Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember
us in YOUR WILL that our work may
continue

Fr. Gene Honored

F

r. Gene Gries,
O.Praem., parochial
vicar at Our Lady of the
Most Holy Rosary Parish
in Albuquerque, was
honored last May by having a new residence hall
named after him at St.
Norbert College. St.
Norbert College is a liberal arts college in
De Pere, WI which is acknowledged as
one of the top schools of its size in the
Midwest. For many years, Fr. Gries
served the school as Vice-President for
Student Life, pastor of the campus parish,
and a member of the Board of Trustees.
The Fr. Eugene Gries, O.Praem. Hall has
144 rooms that provide campus housing
for junior and senior students and features such amenities as private bedrooms
and kitchens.
In addition to his ministry at Holy Rosary
Parish, Fr. Gene serves as sub-prior,
treasurer and formation director of oblates at the priory.

Meditative Writing Offerings
New Library Series Seeking Wisdom Side by by Fr. Fran Dorff, O.Praem.
R
:T
Side: That All May Be One W
ORKIG AD

POETRY AD SPIRITUALITY
Bishop Robert Morneau
Saturday, September 26, 2009
9:30 a.m. to Noon
WE LIVE ISIDE A STORY: DO YOU
KOW WHAT STORY YOU’RE I?
Dr. Megan McKenna
Saturday, October 24, 2009
9:30 a.m. to Noon
EXPLORIG THE UDERGROUD
STREAM: TOWARD SHARIG
UIVERSAL WISDOM
Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.
Saturday, January 16, 2010
9:30 a.m. to Noon
For more information contact Meg
Ashcroft at 505-873-4399. Email:
mashcroft@norbertinecommunity.org

EFLECTIG

HE

SOUL’S MARKETPLACE AD PORCH
Saturday, October 10, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

BECOMIG STILL AD ATTEDIG: THE
SOUL’S THRESHOLDS AD VESTIBULE
Saturday, November 14, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
RE-MEMBERIG AD RELATIG: THE
SOUL’S ATTIC AD LIVIG ROOM
Saturday, December 5, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
SYMBOLIZIG AD COMMUIG: THE
SOUL’S CELLAR AD CLOISTER GARDE
Saturday, February 6, 2010
9 :00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
THE FIFTH GOSPEL: TOWARD WRITIG
YOUR SPIRITUAL MEMOIRS
Saturday, March 6, 2010
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The cost for each retreat day is $45.00. A
$10 non-refundable deposit is required.
Lunch is included.

