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An Independent Norbertine Priory in New Mexico
nity with documentation around our request,
individual members had the opportunity to
raise questions and make comments. We
found the community conversation a very
positive and affirming experience while taking the concerns of our brothers to heart. The
next day, “having heard the chapter,” Abbot
Gary Neville and his Council approved our
request for independence. In the language of
our constitutions, The Day of Pentecost, we
were “elevated to a new canonry.”
Church of Santa Maria de la Vid

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

W

hen our brothers from St. Norbert Abbey
in Wisconsin missioned us to the Southwest in 1985, it was to found a small, independent abbey. In 2010 when we celebrated the 25th
anniversary of our presence in New Mexico, we
formally began the process of asking for independence. We have come of age.
We made our case for independence to the annual Community Chapter of St. Norbert Abbey
in June of 2011. Having provided the commu-

In November the Abbot General, Thomas
Handgrätinger, O. Praem., and his Definitory
(the four Norbertine Abbots who advise him)
will meet and add their consent to the Abbot
and Council’s decision. This approval is a
sign of our union with the other communities
of our order. At a later date, we will seek the
approval of the General Chapter of the Order
to become an abbey.
We will celebrate our independent status on
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12. Abbot Gary Neville will preside at a
(continued on page 4)

Restoration of the Church of St. Augustine at Isleta Pueblo

T

here are 19 Indian Pueblos in New Mexico, but none more historic than Isleta
Pueblo, if only because its parish church of St.
Augustine is one of the oldest in the United
States. Built in 1613, it was recently reopened
after a lengthly restoration project. Most of the
original walls remain standing.
Fr. George Pavamkott, O. Praem., the proud
pastor of St. Augustine, organized the liturgical
celebration at which Archbishop Michael Sheehan blessed the major restoration of the church
and its new altar. Fr. George noted in his remarks what a historic moment this was for the
Isleta Community. Architects, anthropologists, archeololgists, and
art historians were involved in the project.

(front to back) Fr Joel Garner, Fr. George Pavamkott,
Fr. Nick Nirschl

As they carefully explored the site, old
paintings, murals, artifacts, and even the coffin of one of the former

pastors were found on and in the walls. These
offered the pueblo leaders a better understanding of the church’s history. The restoration
project cost three million dollars.
A parishioner of St. Augustine Church was
heard to say that she always prayed an Indian
priest would become their pastor, but little did
she think one would come all the way from
India to assume that ministry. Fr. George is a
member of the Norbertine Community of Mananthavady in Kerala, India, now sharing life
and ministry with his Norbertine brothers at
Santa Maria de la Vid Priory.

Norbertines Profess Vows
where he received a Master Degree in
Education, and became a teacher. In
December of 2010 he rejoined the
community, studied philosophy at
UNM, and ministered to the immigrant community at Holy Rosary.
Jaime is the son of Laura AvilaBorunda of Holy Rosary Parish.

Fr. Joel Garner and (left to right) Stephen Gaertner, Jaime Avila-Borunda, Graham Golden

Avila-Borunda, Stephen Gaertner,
J aime
and Graham Golden professed temporary vows of poverty, consecrated celibacy, and obedience in the Norbertine
Community of Santa Maria de la Vid in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. The vows
were professed on the Feast of St.
Augustine, August 28, 2011 at a Sunday
Eucharist at Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary Catholic Community.

pleting doctoral classes at Michigan
State, he has been a teacher at Lansing
Community College. During his Apostolic year, Stephen worked on a RCIA
team, co-facilitated an “Awakening
Faith” program, and participated in a
30 week Just Faith action seminar
while taking philosophy courses at
UNM. Stephen is the son of Robert
Gaertner of Midland, Michigan.

Stephen Gaertner was born in Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan and is a magna cum
laude graduate in English from St. Norbert College in Wisconsin, and a MA
graduate in English from Michigan State
University in 2002. In addition to com-

Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, Jaime
Avila-Borunda holds a BA in Psychology and Spanish from the University of
New Mexico. He joined the Norbertine
Community in 2002, but left in 2005
and returned to his home in Chihuahua

Graham Golden was born in Albuquerque and graduated from St. Pius
X High School in 2007. He is a
magna cum laude graduate of the University of New Mexico with a BA in
music and Spanish. For the past year
Graham was an intern in the Social
Justice and Respect Life Office of the
Archdiocese. His principle functions
were to promote awareness of poverty
issues in conjunction with Catholic
social teachings through giving presentations, workshops, and retreats in
Catholic schools and parishes, with
particular emphasis on working with
youth and young adults. Graham is
the son of Dan and Deborah Golden
of Seaside, Oregon.
Upon completing their “apostolic
year” all three have now moved to the
Norbertine House of Studies in Chicago, Illinois, where they will study
for the priesthood at Catholic Theological Union.

Rest in Peace

F

r. Christian O’Brien, O. Praem., age 75, passed into God’s eternal kingdom on March 28, 2011 at St.
Norbert Abbey in De Pere, Wisconsin. Fr. Christian served in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe in New Mexico for 17 years.
Fr. O’Brien was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin where he attended a Norbertine High School before attending
Notre Dame University. He entered the Norbertine order in 1957 and was ordained a priest in 1962. After
teaching at the high school and college levels, he pastored several parishes in the Green Bay Diocese before
coming to New Mexico in 1987.
Fr. O’Brien is best remembered for his pastoral care ministry in several hospitals in Albuquerque over the years. He had a
deeply compassionate heart and journeyed with hundreds who were suffering or facing death. He returned to St. Norbert Abbey in 2004 because of his own health issues. He died there and was buried in the Abbey cemetery, but a grave stone has also
been placed in the Norbertine cemetery in New Mexico as a memorial to him.
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Fr. Vincent De Leers
Returns to Abbey

O

ur brother Fr.
Vincent De
Leers, O.Praem. is 93
years old and has lived
and ministered in New
Mexico for 25 years.
Already 68 years old
when he arrived, his
contribution has been extraordinary.
At Holy Rosary Parish he initiated the
RCIA program and Small Christian
Communities. At the priory he was
treasurer, chair of the Liturgy Committee, and the cantor. In the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe he was a founding member
of the Catholic Foundation and the Jewish-Catholic Dialogue.
Fr. Vincent is in very good physical
health, but he now has serious dementia.
So it was a bittersweet moment for Fr.
Joel Garner to accompany him back to
St. Norbert Abbey during the summer
where he will reside in a wonderful assisted living wing. Please join us in a
prayer of gratitude for all he has contributed to our young foundation.

Second Colloquium of EnglishEnglish-Speaking
Norbertine Associates by Ken Griesemer, Norbertine Associate

S

ince the summer of 2005, there
have been two international gatherings of Norbertine Associates at abbeys in France and Belgium, and a
gathering of English-speaking Associates at St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere,
WI. Most recently, from July 7 through
July 10, over 60 people gathered at
Daylesford Abbey in Paoli, PA, for the
Second Colloquium of English Speaking Associates. Eight of the eleven
Associates from Santa Maria de la Vid
Priory participated in the event, accompanied by Fr. Gene Gries, O.Praem.
Also in attendance were Associates
from St. Michael Abbey in Silverado,
CA, St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere, WI,
St. Joseph Priory in Queens Park, Australia, Parc Abbey near Louven, Belgium, and a large contingent from the
host Abbey.
Participants took part in common
prayer, meals, social events, and tours
at Daylesford Abbey. The business of
the gathering was conducted in large
and small group sessions. A series of
questions, prepared by the Norbertine
Associate Commission (NAC), were

addressed by the participants. These included a) How has Association enriched
the life of the canonry? b) How has Association enriched the primary vocation
of the Associate? c) Does an Associate's
membership need to be publicly claimed
and proclaimed in family, workplace, the
local church? and d) What are the challenges of boundaries and privacy in relation to the professed community?

The meeting was a wonderful opportunity to reunite with old friends, develop
new relationships, and gain new insights
regarding life as a Norbertine Associate.
Once again, we enjoyed a deep experience of hospitality and spiritual communio with fellow Norbertines. It has
been a blessing to participate in these
grace filled gatherings.

Master of Theological Studies Graduation
Four New Mexicans graduated with a Master of Theological Studies from
St. Norbert College in August. The graduates - Dorothy Burns, Deborah
Ciddio, Rev. Daniel Gutierrez, Winona Poole - are pictured with faculty
members and members of the New Mexico MTS Advisory Committee. The
Norbertine Priory and The Norbertine Library serve as the satellite campus
for the program.

Final Promises of a Norbertine Oblate
Louise Nielsen, O. Praem. Obl. professed her final promises as an
oblate at the first Vespers of St. Augustine, August 27, 2011. She
signed her written promises at the altar of the Church of Santa
Maria de la Vid. Her husband Don Nielsen and Fr. Joel Garner,
O.Praem, the prior, witness her signing. Louise is the Director of
Faith Formation at Holy Rosary Parish in Albuquerque.
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Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember
us in YOUR WILL that our work may
continue

Independent Priory

Exploring the
Mystery of Living
Compassionately

(from page 1)

Eucharist on that day with our community in New Mexico along with our oblates and associates. Norbertines representing other communities in the US will
join in our celebration.
Our Priory of Santa Maria de la Vid presently has 14 members, four of whom are
in formation. The ministries in which we
participate are numerous, including those
in parishes, hospitals, schools, social action endeavors, convents, and prisons.
Our priory has a modest, contemplative
retreat center and is the location of St.
Norbert College's Master of Theological
Studies program in New Mexico, the
only graduate program of its kind in a
600-mile radius. Much that we do has a
strong ecumenical and interfaith dimension.
We have built Santa Maria de la Vid
Church, St. Norbert Cloister, and The
Norbertine Library and Spiritual Center,
which are additions to the six buildings

Sept. 17, 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Walking in a Sacred Way:
A Pilgrim’s Way of Living
Compassionately with
Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.
already on this retreat property when we
purchased it 16 years ago.
We are well aware that without the personal and financial support of our brothers of St. Norbert Abbey and the presence of three of our Norbertine brothers
from the Community of Mananthavady
in India, we would not be at the present
stage of our development. We are grateful to them and to the many friends of the
New Mexico Norbertines.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

Oct. 1, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The Flowering of the TreeCross:
A meditative writing retreat with
Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem.
Oct. 15, 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Creation and Revelation:
Vessels of God’s Compassion
with Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev
For complete schedule go to
www.norbertinecommunity.org

