Volume 15 Issue 1
Spring 2011

From Priory to Abbey in New Mexico: The Next Step

W

hen our brothers from
St. Norbert Abbey in
Wisconsin missioned us to the
Southwest in 1985, it was to
found a small, independent abbey. On the 25th anniversary of
our presence in New Mexico, we formally
began the process of asking for independence.
We have come of age.

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

We will make our case for independence to
Abbot Gary Neville and his Council and to
the Chapter of St. Norbert Abbey, an annual
meeting of its members. If our request is endorsed, we will seek the approval of our abbot
general in Rome with the consent of the definitory (the four abbots who advise him). This
approval is a sign of union with the other
communities of the Order.
Our request will then be presented to the General Chapter of the Norbertine Order in the
summer of 2012 for approval. The General
Chapter, an every-six-year gathering of Norbertine abbots and delegates from around the
world, will meet in the United States (St. Norbert College in WI) for only the second time
in our almost 900-year history as an Order.
Our Priory of Santa María de la Vid presently
has 17 members, five of whom are in forma-

tion. The ministries in which we participate in
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe are numerous, including those in parishes, hospitals, schools, social action endeavors, convents, and prisons.
Our priory has a modest, contemplative retreat
center and is the location of St. Norbert College’s
Master of Theological Studies program in New
Mexico, the only graduate program of its kind in
a 600-mile radius. Much that we do has a strong
ecumenical and interfaith dimension.
We have built Santa María de la Vid Church, St.
Norbert Cloister, and The Norbertine Library and
Spiritual Center, which are additions to the six
buildings already on this retreat property when
we purchased it 15 years ago. Happily, the new
buildings are debt-free.
Critical to this historic move toward independence is a firm financial foundation which we
have been attempting to build over the years.
Also critical is a new generation of Norbertines
to follow those who have participated in the first
25 years of its life and the life of the priory in the
Southwest.
Your ongoing support and prayer in these two
areas will be deeply appreciated as we root ourselves in the desert Southwest for centuries to
come.
Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem.

My Personal Story: Fr. Bijoy Francis, O.Praem.

T

O BE THE CHANNEL OF
YOUR LIFE: This was the
caption on my ordination card
with a picture of Jesus the Good
Shepherd carrying a little lamb;
a gift of remembrance and a reminder of what I am and what I am called to
be as a religious and a priest.
Today, after six years of ordination and a special journey with God, I am happy with the
life and ministry that I have begun as a priest
of the Norbertine Order. My pride in being a
religious doubles when I say that I hail from
Kerala, the southernmost state of India,
blessed with its evergreen mountains, charming tropical weather, and also from a family of
the Syro-Malabar Catholic tradition, which
has its roots in a community founded by St.
Thomas the Apostle. Into this warmth of religious tradition, blend of cultures and the serenity of nature I was born as the third of four
sons to Annie and Francis Valayil.

The sudden death of my father at the age of 34
from heart surgery left my young mother to take
care of four boys between the ages of one-and-ahalf and eight years. Her courageous and prayerful life meant living for her children through difficulties, separation and hard toil on the farm.
After completing my secondary education, to
nurture the warmth of living the great Catholic
tradition of my Syro-Malabar faith and the seed
of the vocation planted in me by my family, and
with the guidance of my great-uncle priest, I
entered the minor (high school) seminary of the
Norbertines of Mananthavady, Kerala, in 1993.
Upon the completion of my first year novitiate, I
was sent to work with the Salesian Fathers of
Bangalore for the poor and runaway children in
the city. This was one of the most enriching and
touching experiences of my early religious life:
witnessing the reality of being born into a situation unwanted, coupled with deprivation and
poverty.
(Fr. Bijoy on page 3)

Remembering Our Dominican Sisters
by Francis Dorff, O.Praem.
For almost 40 years the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine d’Ricci, whose motherhouse is
in Pennsylvania, offered a retreat ministry on the beautiful, desert property which now is
home to the Norbertine Community. When they moved to another location in Albuquerque, the Dominican Retreat House became the Spiritual Renewal Center and their retreat
ministry continued. Sadly, the Spiritual Renewal Center has now closed. That event occasioned this reflection by Fr. Francis Dorff, O.Praem. (Editor)

A Place that Remembers

W

hen I introduce small groups to
this desert place as they begin
their retreat here, I always encourage
them to let it speak to them. Like any
Sacred Place I have known, this is a
place that remembers. It remembers
things we have long since forgotten or
may never have known. It is as
though they all are etched into this
landscape and, if we listen very carefully, this place will speak to us of
them. It will remind us of what we
need to know and what we need to
honor.
Of course, this place doesn’t speak to
us in words. It speaks in quiet intimations of things little known or long forgotten. It speaks to us especially
through the reverent atmosphere and
the lingering presence of persons who
over the years have experienced this
place as Holy Ground.
More and more, I find that many of our
retreatants do not need to be invited to
let this place speak to them. Their very
first reaction to being here is often a
whispered, “This is a special place.”
Through them, the presence and the
atmosphere of persons who experience
this place as Holy Ground continues to
deepen.
I hear this place speak very eloquently
these days of our Dominican Sisters
who lived, prayed, and ministered here
for close to forty years. They were the
ones who honored this place by transforming it from a private home and
airfield into a desert retreat where persons could come to learn to pray again,
to discover who they really are, to meet
their God, and to let the beauty of the
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Novices Gain Ministerial
Experience

T

he first-year novitiate is a semicloistered year of “slowing down”
which ideally features further integration
into the Norbertine Order, more intensified
discernment, and a deepening of one’s
spiritual life. In the second-year novitiate,
desert speak to them in silence and soliNorbertine novices begin a more active,
tude.
“apostolic” year of initial formation in their
home communities. This period of time
The desert chapel, the four hermitages,
the convent, and the retreat house that the allows novices to gain a measure of invaluable, hands-on ministerial/pastoral experiSisters themselves built - yes, and even
the old airplane hangar they renovated as ence prior to the commencement of fulltime theological studies.
a conference room - all speak of them.

We Norbertines who live, pray, and minister here are still using all of these
places as a desert retreat for ourselves
and our guests. That makes it easy for
us to remember our Dominican Sisters.
Not that it ever was hard for us to remember Sister Amata and Sister Margaret Mary, the two dedicated religious
whom we came to know and to admire
personally.
As this Norbertine community prepares
to become an independent abbey and to
commit itself to calling this Sacred Place
our home for generations to come, our
dedicated Dominican Sisters will always
be remembered here. Their prayerful
presence and the atmosphere they fostered in this place linger on.
The life of prayerful service which they
inaugurated here creatively continues in
the life and ministry of this Norbertine
community. In this deeply personal way,
our Dominican Sisters remain with us in
Spirit and in Truth, and this Sacred Place
will continue to be honored as,
A Place that Remembers

In addition to completing his pre-theology
course requirements, Stephen Gaertner
spent the fall semester working as a member of the RCIA Inquiry Team at Our Lady
of the Most Holy Rosary Parish. Stephen
will continue his apostolic year in the winter and spring of 2011 at Holy Rosary as a
co-facilitator of the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe’s “Awakening Faith” program, an initiative designed to offer sacramentally inactive adult Catholics a supportive forum
for reconnecting with their Faith. He will
also have the opportunity to volunteer as a
mentor for paroled ex-offenders through
the Archdiocese’s Thresholds mentoring
project.
Graham Golden applied for and was accepted into an internship program for
2010-11 offered by the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD), which
operates out of the Office of Social Justice
for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. His primary functions are to promote awareness
of poverty issues in conjunction with
Catholic social teachings through giving
presentations, workshops and retreats in
Catholic schools and parishes, with a particular emphasis on working with youth
and young adults. Graham’s duties also
entail monitoring and reviewing CCHDfunded organizations as well as future
grant recipients in the Archdiocese.
The two-year novitiate cycle will conclude
for both Stephen and Graham with the profession of simple (temporary) vows on August 28, the Feast of St. Augustine.
N O R B E R T I N E C O M M U NI T Y NE W S

Fr. Bijoy

(from Page 1)

During the following years I completed
bachelor’s degrees in philosophy, history
and theology. It was a time of study - I
lived with a very radiant heart of accomplishment. This gifted me with a lifetime
worth of memories and many fine friends.
In June, 2004, I made my profession of
solemn vows to the Norbertine Order, and
I was ordained a priest on January 6,
2005. It was both the fragrant “flowering”
of a well-nourished lifelong dream of giving myself fully into the hands of the One
who called me, as well as holding on to
that life with a humble prayer: “to be the
channel of your life.”

midity never left my mind until I experienced the four seasons of the year,
beginning with the colorful display of
trees turning yellow and brown. Winter’s white coverlet is merely a mesmerizing dream for a south Indian until
he has been buried under a freezing
blanket of snow, reminding him of the
four seasons of the year he studied in
primary school.

My first appointment was at St. Joseph
Church at Adakkathode, Kerala. This was
for me primarily a school of learning to
minister to the people of God, and a place
of interpersonal relationships sparked with
good memories of what I wanted to be.
In November, 2006, I started a new
After five months I was called back to
journey and ministry at St. Anne’s
work with Fr. Martin in Calicut at his faCatholic Church in the South Valley of
cility for mentally-challenged people.
Albuquerque as an associate pastor to
Personally, it turned out to be a failed ex- Fr. John Tourangeau, O. Praem. After
periment: I left after two months. For the a year-and-a-half I was transplanted to
next eight months I was a wandering Nor- a completely new situation, across the
Rio Grande from St. Anne to San José
bertine, substituting and helping many in
need, but always with the hope that I was Parish on Broadway in Albuquerque.
Here I began to learn and to immerse
preparing for some new experience.
myself into the Spanish language and
That “new experience” of living with the
the life of Mexican immigrants.
American Norbertines of Santa María de
I spent two months in Chihuahua,
la Vid Priory began in September, 2006,
in New Mexico. A total change of percep- Mexico, where I learned un poquito
tion was necessary in order to begin a new español. Eight months later, Our
Lady of Belen Parish became my new
life on this side of the globe.
home. It is a home away from home
It was an unsettling journey for the first
where, together with Pastor Fr.
couple of months because this desert
Stephen Schultz, I continue to enjoy
“Land of Enchantment” was not as fascithe meaning of the name Belen: “house
nating a place for a person coming from a of bread.” For me, Our Lady of Belen
country of lush, green landscape. The
community indeed is a “house of
seamless horizon between the brown earth bread,” full of love and care, support
and the blue sky without any visual oband encouragement.
struction was a “mirage” for a person who
used to live around hills and valleys filled The New Mexico “Land of Enchantment” with its places of fascination and
with tall trees. The drizzling of water on
attraction; the American confreres at
the roof of the cloister was the only reSanta María de la Vid Priory with their
minder of the beginning of the threemonth monsoon season with its torrential age-old wisdom and tradition of living
“of one mind and one heart”; and the
rain on the Kerala Coast. The tropical
climate of evergreen foliage and high hu- people of God in different parishes

with their love and care - all have made
my journey more meaningful and enriching. As every young priest, I have my
own challenges and struggles encountered in everyday life and ministry, especially the constant adaptation to places
and circumstances that I never anticipated. But my spirit of life as a young
and joyful Norbertine - the ability to
learn and adapt to situations - makes me
who I am.
What I value most - and the strength of
my life as a religious priest - is to be
calm and peaceful and to live in the present with an open heart. I attempt to aspire to the name given me by my parents
- to “be joy” - and in that way “to be the
channel of God’s life.”

New Mexico Pilgrimage

T

he concept of pilgrimage is foreign
to many in our fast-paced modern
world. We often go on vacation to “get
away,” but how often do we take the
time to “arrive,” to intentionally embark
on a journey that speaks to the broader
voyage of life, a journey that is in itself
the destination? How often do we go far
away in hopes of returning to self and to
our origin, God?

This past October a group of spiritual
seekers from Wisconsin set out on just
such a journey. They didn’t go to the
Holy Land, or to Lourdes or Fatima, but
to New Mexico. Santa María de la Vid
Priory was the center of the pilgrimage.
The pilgrims prayed the divine office
(the chanting of the psalms), celebrated
Mass and dined with the Norbertine
Pilgrimage on page 4)
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www.norbertinecommunity.org
Be sure to visit our new website and
let us know what you think!

Please remember us
in YOUR WILL that our work may
continue…

Pilgrimage

Web Activity

(from page 3)

fathers and brothers daily. The pilgrims
also encountered the ancient, mystical and
profound spirituality of New Mexico
formed by millennia of Native American
traditions, over 400 years of a strong
Spanish Catholic majority and the influence of French clerics.

year will be Saturday, August 6
through, Sunday, August 14. Cost is
$995.00 covering all lodging, admissions, retreat workshops, transportation
within New Mexico and most food.
Travel to and from New Mexico is not
covered.

The pilgrims sought God in many settings
in this “Land of Enchantment.” Most of
all, the pilgrims found God in their shared
journey together and in the people whom
they encountered: a humble priest from
Uganda, a fiber artist and weaver from
Chimayo, the Benedictine monks of
Christ in the Desert Monastery, and the
members of the Norbertine Community
among others. After having left home to
find God, it is hoped that they can more
easily recognize God where they are and
bring the sense of wonder and mystery
that guided their journey to the desert
back to their daily lives.

Please contact:
ggolden@norbertinecommunity.org or
call 505.873.4399 for more information. Reservations must be made by
July 1. Space is limited. A $100.00
non-refundable deposit is required.

We will be offering a second Pilgrimage
Retreat to New Mexico. The retreat this

We were founded in the 12th century,
but we are embracing 21st century
communications! Check out our growing internet presence!
Fr. Fran’s new blog!
Unheard Homilies: Reflections on the
Word of God and the spiritual life from
the (orbertine Hermitage Retreat
http://unheardhomilies.wordpress.com

Fr. Bob’s new blog!
(orbertine Vocations
www.norbertinevocations.com

Br. Graham’s blog!
Murmurs of a Communal Hermit in an
Urban Cloister
http://norbertine.wordpress.com

Facebook!!!
Become our fan on facebook. Just
search for “Santa Maria de la Vid”

Packer fans on Super Bowl Sunday

Webpage!!!
Our official community webpage with
retreat and event schedules, online library catalog search and more!
www.norbertinecommunity.org

