Volume 16 Issue 1
Spring 2012

The Norbertine Community of New Mexico
Celebrates its Independence

O

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

n December 12, 2011, the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, the Norbertine
Community of New Mexico celebrated its
independence as it was “elevated to a new
cannonry.” After twenty-six years serving the
church in New Mexico, the community
reached this significant milestone, which
means that it will now be self governing and
independent of its mother abbey, St. Norbert
Abbey in Wisconsin, while maintaining close
ties of friendship with the brothers there.

Abbot Gary Neville presents scroll of Independence

Archbishop Michael Sheehan of Santa Fe was
the presider at the feast day Eucharist. Abbot
Gary Neville, O.Praem. of St. Norbert Abbey
preached the homily. Abbot Richard Antonucci, O.Praem. of Daylesford Abbey near
Philadelphia and Abbot Eugene Hayes,
O.Praem. of St. Michael Abbey in Orange,
California, were the major concelebrants
along with Prior Joel Garner, O.Praem and
Abbot Neville. They were joined at the
Eucharist by Norbertine Oblates, Associates
and other friends of the community. A festive
meal was held in The Norbertine Library after
the Eucharist for about sixty guests.
The Priory of Santa Maria de la Vid (Our
Lady of the Vine), the Norbertine Community’s home in the South Valley of Albuquerque, currently has fourteen members, four of
whom are in formation. The Norbertines
serve the parishes of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary in Albuquerque, St. Augustine at
Isleta Pueblo, and Our Lady of Belen. Norbertines are also active in hospital ministry,
educational ministry, ecumenical endeavors
and social justice activities.

The Norbertine Community was founded almost nine hundred years ago in Prémontré,
France. On Christmas day 1121, Norbert of
Xanten and his friends inaugurated the Canons
Regular of Prémontré. They dedicated themselves to seeking Christ by means of community living, poverty, obedience, celibacy and
dedication to active priestly ministry.
Norbert placed before them the dream of the
first Christians after Pentecost whose life was
characterized by the power of the Spirit and a
desire to be of service to others. Unlike monks
whose ministry in life was confined to the
monastery, this new Order of Canons Regular
would serve in parish and other ministries and
live together in community while gathering
daily for prayer in common.
Today the Norbertines number approximately
1300 worldwide and serve in Europe, Australia, South America, Canada, India, Africa and
the United States. The “golden triangle” of
community, contemplation and compassionate
service is the guiding force of their lives as
they strive, according to the Rule of St.
Augustine which they follow, to “be of one
mind and heart on the way to God.” Santa
Maria de la Vid Priory is now the youngest
canonry in the worldwide Order.
The Norbertine’s home in the South Valley of
Albuquerque is also the location of St. Norbert
College’s Master of Theological Studies Program in New Mexico, and the home of the Norbertine Hermitage Retreat and The Norbertine
Library which are open to the public.

Norbertines and friends gather with Archbishop Michael Sheehan
at the Eucharist of Independence

Remembering the Twenty-Six Year Journey to Independence
by Joel Garner, O.Praem.

On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12, 2011 the community of Santa María de la Vid celebrated its independence from its
mother abbey of St. Norbert in Wisconsin. Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem., the prior, the last of the original five founding fathers, made

these remarks at the dinner following the Eucharist.

I

n the gathering space of our church
is our patronal statue of Santa Maria
de la Vid. This image of Mary is taken
from sacred scriptures’ depiction of her
visitation to her cousin Elizabeth.
Mary is scurrying through the hill
country already pregnant with Jesus to
spend some time with Elizabeth who is
in the advanced stages of pregnancy
with John the Baptist.
The encounter between these two
women is the occasion for Mary’s
great prayer: The Magnificat. In one
line of that prayer she says, “The Lord
has done great things for me, holy is
His name.” As we celebrate our independence, the community of Santa
Maria de la Vid could well borrow
Mary’s words with one adjustment:
“The Lord had done great things for us,
holy is His name.”
The twenty-six year journey to this day
could never have been predicted. It is
not that we did not have a plan. We
did! But God had another plan. Isaiah
was absolutely right: “God’s ways are
not our ways.”

experienced great loss. Two
of our brothers died and two
chose to take another direction in their lives. That was
not in our plan. So it was a
rough beginning.
But our momentum was sustained in ways that we could
never have anticipated. For
example, Fr. Vincent De
Leers returned to the community and asked to be assigned to our project in New Abbot Gary Neville of St. Norbert Abbey preaches on the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Mexico. When he arrived,
he was already 67 years old,
In the later 1990s, both Fr. Nick Nirschl,
but he made a lasting contribution. At
Holy Rosary Parish he began the RCIA O.Praem. and Fr. Rod Fenzl, O.Praem.
came from their missionary endeavors in
program, a small Christian community
Lima, Peru to become part of our efforts
movement, and revamped our whole
in New Mexico. Fr. Nirschl had served
budget process. In the Archdiocese he
was one of a small group of pioneers in in the missions for seventeen years after
establishing a Catholic Foundation. He many years as professor of mathematics
at St. Norbert College. Fr. Rod Fenzl
also was one of the original members
had served in the missions for thirty-four
of the Jewish-Catholic Dialogue. In
years. Among the gifts they brought to
our community he was the treasurer,
the chair of the liturgy committee and a us were a commitment to the poor and
the ability to speak the Spanish language.
sought-after spiritual director.

Then in the early 1990s,
when we needed some further help, Frs. Domenic
Rossi, O.Praem. and Joe
Serano, O.Praem. of the
Norbertine Abbey of
Daylesford outside of
Philadelphia made their
way to New Mexico to
become part of our community and its ministry.
Fr. Domenic and Fr. Joe
served at Holy Rosary Parish. For a time, Fr.
Domenic became its pastor
Five Founding Fathers - 1985 (left to right) Frs. Robert Olson, Richard
which freed me up from
Mulroy, Ed Sdano (seated), Robert Brooks and Joel Garner
that role in order to attend
For example, in the first five years of
more fully to my responsibilities as the
our arrival, our small band of brothers
leader of the Norbertine community.
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Then in the middle of the first decade of
this new century, Fr. Binu, Fr. Bijoy, and
Fr. George were missioned from the Norbertine community of Mananthavady in
India to share our life and ministry.
We have also been joined by a new generation of Norbertines, who are presently
in formation. Stephen Gaertner, Jaime
Avila-Borunda, and Graham Golden,
simply professed Norbertines, are presently studying at Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago. James Owens, a second-year novice and a lawyer by training, is spending this year in apostolic
activities in the city of Albuquerque.
This year marks the 10th Anniversary of
our Norbertine Associate program and
the fifth anniversary of our Oblate proN O R B E R T I N E CO M M U NI T Y NE W S

gram. These lay men and women share in
our spirituality and ministry in a special
way.
Over the years other Norbertines came to
join our band of brothers in the Southwest
and have played a critical role in our development: Brother Dennis Butler who
became the first to profess his solemn
vows in New Mexico; Fr. Francis Dorff, a
spiritual teacher and theologian; Fr. Gene
Gries, former prior at St. Norbert Abbey;
and Fr. Robert Campbell, our vocation
director.

A Promise of Hope Toward the Future

A

t the close of the historic and festive events celebrating the independence of the Santa Maria de la Vid
Priory as the newest canonry in the
Norbertine Order, Frater Graham
Golden, O. Praem., shared thoughts on
the future of the foundation. As the
youngest member of the community,
Graham spoke on behalf of the men in
formation, those who hopefully will
prove to be the future hands, feet and
heart of the Norbertine mission.

least the essence of who we strive to be.”
Echoing the sentiments of fellow young
Norbertines, Graham emphasized the
hope to increase the primacy of community life and interpersonal relationships
as a central ministry giving life to outreach beyond the priory itself. This was
built around the motto suggested by
Frater Stephen Gaertner, O. Praem., for
the new foundation: “A community serving community.”

Frater Jaime Avila
Borunda, O. Praem.,
and Brother James
Owens, O. Praem.,
were also quoted in
the address. Jaime
So in addition to the outer story of our
wrote, “In my vision
presence in New Mexico for twenty-six
of the future, Santa
years – namely, the buildings we have
Maria de la Vid will
built, the ministries we have assumed, and
continue always
the services we have rendered – there is
walking toward bean inner story. And central to that inner
ing a loving commustory is a whole host of relationships
nity in which breth(left to right) Fraters Jaime Avila Borunda, Graham Golden, Stephen Gaertner
which have brought us to this day. For
ren strive together to
those relationships we are deeply grateful The theme of the address, “A Promise
perfect community life embodying the
as they give expression to our fundamenof Hope Toward the Future,” expressed love of Christ for one another in total
tal call to communio.
a vision not in concrete terms, but in a
trust, total respect and total encouragement of each other.” Similarly, James
new depth of covenantal commitment
So you can understand why Mary’s
between the Norbertine Community
hopes that “to each other we give our
words, slightly adjusted, mean so much to and the larger Church of Santa Fe. “I
honest best, unburdened with the conus today: “The Lord had done great things pray that we can hope in a vision of
striction of any one great outcome other
for us, holy is His name.”
open and humthan the one that God ordains for us all.”
ble vulnerability
to promise the
This hope and vision for a community
presence of love
reflective of relationship with one anto a future yet
other seeking God's will was said to have
unknown.” The
its value insofar as it brings hope to the
desire for a more larger community beyond the priory.
profound comThis hope for a religious community's
life as a source of inspiration toward the
mitment to the
existing values
Kingdom of God is echoed in the papal
of the commuwritings of Benedict XVI and the docunity was made
ments of the Second Vatican Council.
explicit. “As we Graham noted, “As we move toward the
future we are called to stand in the tenthink of what, or
rather who we
sion of our own ambiguity and enter into
may be in the
realms of our own discomfort...then will
future, I believe
our lives be beacons of hope.”
we will be who
we are today, at
(left to right) Abbot Gary Neville, Archbishop Michael Sheehan, Fr. Joel Garner, Prior,
And I would be remiss in not acknowledging the contribution of our brothers
who have died and those who are now
serving elsewhere.

Abbot Eugene Hayes, Abbot Richard Antonucci
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Please remember us
in YOUR WILL that our work may
continue…

Promise of Hope

(from page 3)

While expressing a desire to deepen the values already
established at Santa Maria de la Vid, Graham emphasized
the need for continual change and growth to maintain
relevance in the community's life and ministry. “May our
shared prayer give us the courage and humility to stand
between our past and our future, creating for each new
day a manifestation of our faith in ways that are both ever
ancient and ever new. May we become not so much traditional men, but rather a traditioning community.”
The full text of Frater Graham's address and Abbot Gary Neville's homily at
the Mass of Independence can be viewed on our website
www.norbertinecommunity.org

2012 General Chapter of the
Norbertine Order to be held in the US

F

or the second time in the almost 900-year history of the Norbertine Order, the General Chapter will be held in the United
States this summer. This every-six-years gathering of Norbertine
leaders and delegates from around the world will be hosted by St.
Norbert Abbey in De Pere, Wisconsin. Representing Santa Maria
de la Vid Priory will be Fr. Joel Garner, O.Praem., the prior, and Fr.
Robert Campbell, O.Praem., the elected delegate.
Mr. Ken Griesemer, coordinator of the Lay Associates of Santa
Maria de la Vid Priory, will be the delegate of the English-speaking
Associates. Louise Nielsen, a Norbertine Oblate, will be a member
of the Secretariate, the organizing unit of the General Chapter.
The primary purpose of the General Chapter is to give expression to
and promote the bond of charity, the unity, and the charismatic vitality of the entire Order. It encourages a fraternal dialogue about
the contemporary questions facing religious life and our apostolates. It is to be a reflection on the manner in which the Order must
respond to the needs of the modern church and the world.

Archbishop Michael Sheehan of Santa Fe and the Norbertines of
Santa Maria de la Vid Priory

The General Chapter will begin with a solemn Eucharist on Sunday, July 22 at St. Norbert Abbey, and concludes on Saturday,
August 4.

