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Our Lady of Guadalupe Commons: Dedicated & Blessed

NORBERTINE COMMUNITY OF NEW MEXICO

T

he new multi-purpose facility on our abbey campus was dedicated to Our Lady of
Guadalupe on August 16, 2013. Over 80 donors and friends gathered with the Norbertine
Community to celebrate the blessing of “The
Commons,” which will house our presentations
on spirituality and provide a welcoming environment for hosting conferences, seminars and
retreats.
We recognize the land on which we live is sacred. It was acknowledged as sacred by the
Native Americans who lived here long before
us and the Dominican Sisters who provided a
retreat space for New Mexicans over many
decades. As Norbertines we are making every
effort to share the gift of this sacred space. We
have inherited a modest retreat center with hermitages, a guest house and the Chapel of the
Baptist. We have a beautiful church, Santa
Maria de la Vid, in which all are invited to
pray. We celebrate Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours as well
as the Eucharist.
Several years ago we built The Norbertine Library, the largest theological library in the
state, housing biblical, historical, theological,
spiritual, liturgical, and pastoral resources. It is
open to the public. St. Norbert College’s Master of Theological Studies Program has found a
home in New Mexico on our campus. Several
members of the Theology Department at St.
Pius X High School in Albuquerque have master’s degrees as a result of our program.
Since 2008 we have held a yearly series of
presentations on a whole host of topics. Last
year and this Fall we are celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of Vatican II and its impact.
After much dialogue in the Norbertine Community we discerned the need for this new
multi-purpose facility. We will certainly make

good use of it but it can also be shared with the
many religious and spiritual groups that want
to spend some time here. Offering hospitality
is at the heart of our almost 900-year-old tradition of religious life as Norbertines.
Many have appreciated the opportunity to be
able to spend some time at our Abbey and now
many more will have the opportunity to do
that. And it is satisfying to us to be able share
this little corner of God’s creation with others.
Our present dining facility for retreatants, students and guests is a 60-year-old prefabricated
metal building which is located in the Cloister
area of our abbey. Our Lady of Guadalupe
Commons will provide a more hospitable, comfortable and accessible dining and meeting
space for our students, retreatants and guests.
In addition, it has a commercial kitchen as well
as several offices and a small conference room.
We are also happy that the design for the Commons followed sustainable principles of building technology, energy conservation and efficiency in the use of materials. The design creates a healthy environment for those who use it.
On the day of the dedication of the Commons
to Our Lady of Guadalupe we prayed “that
those who gather in this place would experience the hospitality of this Community and the
beauty of the desert, that they would be renewed and transformed to carry out what they
have been called by God to do in their lives.”
Felix Lopez, the noted New Mexican Santero,
has been engaged to carve a statue of Our Lady
of Guadalupe which will have a prominent
place in the tower which provides the entrance
to the Commons.
We are grateful to all those who have made
Our Lady of Guadalupe Commons a reality.

Tragic Story

400 Years of Faith at Isleta Pueblo

A

young man from Peñasco, New Mexico
graduated from the University of New Mexico on Saturday, May 11, 2013. That evening his
family, a few professors and friends gathered
with the Norbertine Community in our Abbey
dining room for a festive meal. Why? Because
the young man, Christian Gurulé, had been living
with us during the last semester of his college life
to get to know us and our way of life. He wanted
to discern whether he was called to be a priest.
He decided he was and he planned to enter our
Norbertine Community in August.

Fr. George Pavamkott looks on as Veronica Montoya incenses the Statue of
St. Augustine before the procession around the plaza

A

fter months of planning, Fr. George Pavamkott, the Norbertine pastor
of St. Augustine Parish at Isleta Pueblo, and his parishioners celebrated their 400th anniversary as a faith community on the Feast of
Augustine, August 28.
Archbishop Michael J. Sheehan presided at the Anniversary Eucharist
which was followed by traditional Native American dances, songs and
drumming. The Mass, which marked four centuries since the mission
church was first built, included singing and readings in Tiwa, the traditional
language of Isleta Pueblo. St. Augustine is arguably the nation’s oldest,
active parish. Fr. George said that in 1598 the first priest was assigned to
the mission parish at Isleta coming from his major church 30 miles away.
The Mass also recognized both St. Augustine and St. Kateri Tekakwitha, a
Mohawk venerated by Native Americans, who was canonized last year by
Pope Benedict XVI. The Archdiocesan shrine to St. Kateri is in the foyer of
St. Augustine Church. The Mass was followed both by a procession around
the plaza and by Native American dancing and singing in front of the
church. The dances focused on a shrine to St. Augustine covered with cottonwood branches and decorated with deer heads and Catholic icons.
The
church
building
was
burned during
the pueblo revolt in 1680
and rebuilt in
1710. But an
extensive renovation of the
church in 2010
and 2011 found
that much of
the
original
adobe remained
intact.
Procession with the Statue of St. Augustine at Isleta Pueblo to its place of honor
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Sunday, Mother’s Day, he spent much of the day
with his parents and his sister, Deidra, who lives
in Albuquerque. On Monday morning he rose
early for prayer at our Abbey. Then he cleaned
his room, did his laundry and kidded with his
friend, Brother James, along the way. At Noon
he joined a friend for lunch in town before returning to the Abbey at 2:15 p.m.
As he turned off Pajarito Road onto Coors Boulevard, about a half mile from our Abbey, a truck
ran a red light and hit his car broadside, crushing
and killing Christian. In an instant this young
man full of life and plans for the future was dead,
and many of us who deeply cared for Christian
instantly felt a whole host of emotions.
The entire Norbertine
Community joined his
family and friends at San
Antonio de Padua Parish
Church in Peñasco for his
funeral, and subsequently
celebrated a memorial
Mass in our Abbey Church
of Santa Maria de la Vid. Because we felt that he
was so much a part of us, we decided to take the
unusual step of placing a memorial stone for him
in our cemetery.
N O R B E R T I N E CO M M U NI T Y NE W S

A Parish’s Farewell and Welcome

A

t the beginning of the summer, the
parish of Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary in Albuquerque celebrated a Farewell Mass with its pastor, Abbot Joel Garner. Abbot Joel had served in pastoral
leadership in the parish since the Norbertines had arrived 28 years ago in 1985. In
his homily he said “Through the Eucharist
I have been able to enter into the lives of
the families of our parish in a most personal way. I have been here long enough
to watch families grow and to have baptized and then witnessed the marriage of
and then baptized the children of a number
of couples whose marriages I witnessed.
And I am grateful for all of that.”
Fr. Gene Gries, the Prior of the Abbey, was
also honored for his fourteen years of service to the parish. Mr. Robert Gorman, a
longstanding parishioner of Holy Rosary,
offered words of gratitude for the ministry
of both Abbot Joel and Fr. Gene. Daniel
Vivian, president of the Parish Council,

presented them both with
a certificate for a cruise
from Quebec City in Canada up the St. Lawrence
Seaway and down the
Atlantic to Boston. Both
Abbot Joel and Fr. Gene
will now give their primary energy to the
growth and development
of Santa Maria de la Vid
Abbey.

Fr. Robert Campbell, O.Praem. was installed as the new pastor of Holy Rosary
by Archbishop Michael Sheehan at a
Eucharist on June 15. In his earlier farewell homily, Abbot Joel said how delighted he was “that Fr. Robert Campbell
would be our new pastor. In addition to
his native gifts, Fr. Bob brings experience from teaching, from police chaplaincy, from pastoral care ministry in
hospitals, and this past year as part-time

Intense Summer Ministry
ur three men in formation who are studying for the priesthood at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago during the year spent a busy
summer in a ministry practicum. This is the school’s effort to give them
practical ministerial experience under the supervision of a seasoned minister.
Stephen Gaertner worked under the supervision of Dr. Christina Spahn,
Pastoral Associate for Faith Formation and Outreach, at Holy Rosary Parish. Much of his time and energy was spent at Catholic Charities working
with refugee clients from a variety of countries. It was a ministry of welcoming and assisting the stranger.
Jaime Avila-Borunda worked with the immigrant community of Sanctuario de San Martin de Porres Parish in Albuquerque under the direction of
the pastor, Monsignor Richard Olona. He spent much of his time in liturgical formation
and developing a
core group of
people to address social justice issues that
affect their lives.
Both
and
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associate pastor while acting as the
Norbertine Vocation Director. But
most of all he shares the Norbertine
charism with its emphasis on community, and the quality of our relationships together.” The Hospitality
Committee of Holy Rosary provided
a warm reception for those attending
the Farewell Mass for Abbot Joel
and Fr. Gene, as well as the Mass of
Welcome for Fr. Bob.

Arrival of Fr. Thomas

O

Jaime, Graham, Stephen

After his homily the community acknowledges
Abbot Joel’s service

Stephen
Jaime

(continued on page 4)

F

r. Thomas Pulickal,
O.Praem. a member of the
Norbertine Community of
Mananthavady in Kerala, India
arrived in the United States in
early February to become a
member of the Norbertine
Community in New Mexico
and to serve in the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe. Fr. Thomas has
been a priest for ten years and has served both in
parish ministry and social work.
In joining the Community he also reconnects with
his Indian brothers, Fr. George Pavamkott, pastor
at Isleta Pueblo, and Fr. Bijoy Francis, presently
participating in the Clinical Pastoral Education Program at Presbyterian Hospital. Fr. Thomas’ fulltime assignment in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe is
divided between his ministry as Parochial Vicar at
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Parish and
Chaplain in area hospitals.
Fr. Binu Joseph, among the first of the Norbertines
from India to serve in New Mexico, has returned to
his native country to begin graduate studies in psychology.
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A

Oblate Profession

t Vespers on the Feast of St.
Augustine, August 28, two of our
Norbertine sisters made a lifelong
commitment to our community. Meg
Ashcroft professed her final promises
and Christina Spahn her private vows.
They were joined by Joseph Sandoval
as he completed the oblate novitiate by
professing his first promises. Louise
Nielsen was the first to profess her final promises two years ago.

all continue to grow spiritually in Christ:
namely, through friendship with self, with
God, with each other and with those we
serve.

Meg Ashcroft is the Director of the Library and the Hermitage Retreat at our
Abbey. Christina Spahn is the Pastoral
Associate for Faith Formation and Outreach at the Norbertine parish of Our
Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, and Joseph Sandoval is a Master of Theological
In the contemporary church it seems Studies student at St. Norbert College’s
that the Holy Spirit’s presence and ac- New Mexico Campus.
tion manifests itself in ways that we do
not always anticipate. One of the ways
is through the growth of a new generation of Oblates. Age-old Orders like
the Benedictines, and now ourselves,
are experiencing the desire of men and
women, married and single, to “offer”
themselves to us while continuing to
live independent lives in the world.
Norbertine Oblates enter into a covenant of friendship with us. In the spirit
of our father, Augustine, we can see
the Oblate Covenant as a fourfold
friendship in faith through which we

Christina , Joseph , Abbot Joel , Louise, Meg

Summer Ministry

(from page 3)

worked with Albuquerque Interfaith, a
community organization of parishes,
congregations, schools, unions, and nonprofits endeavoring to create a better
community. Both participated in a ten
day training in Los Angeles to understand the principles and practices of
community organizing.
Albuquerque
Interfaith’s primary goal is to develop
leaders who recognize and utilize their
power to build a more just society.
Graham Golden worked with the Board
of the Catholic Foundation under the direction of Mary Dunn, the executive director. He spent a good deal of time in
northern New Mexico
listening to the needs
of the people and attempting to make
links between a number of communities
which the Catholic
Foundation would like
to help in serving the
poor and marginalized
through its annual grants program.
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THE WAY OF THE PILGRIM: RETREATS IN MEDITATIVE WRITING
WITH

FR. FRANCIS DORFF, O. PRAEM. AND MEG ASHCROFT, O. PRAEM. OBL.
In these six retreats we will meditatively practice making inner pilgrimages. Each
of these retreats has a different focus but they all share the Pilgrim Process that
everyone who goes on pilgrimage experiences. Each of these retreats complements
and deepens the previous ones, yet all of them stand alone, so you can profitably
make one or several of these pilgrimages depending on which ones seem to be
timely or inviting to you. The last two retreats will have a somewhat different
character than the others. They will complement the meditative exercises with
brief reflections and discussion on the spirituality of the pilgrim. All retreats take
place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. Lunch is included in
the $55.00 offering per retreat. Registration is required. More info available on
our website: www.norbertinecommunity.org

THE INNER PILGRIMAGE TO THE UNDERGROUND STREAM, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2013 WITH FR. FRANCIS DORFF
THE INNER PILGRIMAGE TO THE CHAPEL IN OUR HEARTS, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, WITH MEG ASHCROFT
THE INNER PILGRIMAGE TO DEEP UNITY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, WITH FR. FRANCIS DORFF
THE INNER PILGRIMAGE TO THE TREE OF LIFE, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2014, WITH FR. FRANCIS DORFF
LIVING CREATIVELY IN A BROKEN WORLD, SATURDAY, MARCH 8, WITH FR. FRANCIS DORFF AND MEG ASHCROFT
WALKING IN A PILGRIM WAY, SATURDAY, APRIL 5, WITH FR. FRANCIS DORFF AND MEG ASHCROFT

Gathering of Community for Annual Chapter Meeting

Community Retreat Week Under the Direction of Fr. Fran Dorff, O.Praem.

A UNIVERSAL PILGRIM PEOPLE: CELEBRATING THE VISION OF VATICAN II
Drawing on a biblically-based theology and a two-thousand-year-old tradition, the bishops gathered together at Vatican II did not
see the Church as many of us tend to see it. They did not see it primarily as an institution, or a hierarchical organization, or the
group of bishops and priests who are called to lead it. They saw the Church in a prophetic way as the Pilgrim People of God on a
journey of trusting, hoping, and loving their way through the many blessings and challenges of the modern world. They saw the
Church as a Pilgrim People in the modern world.
This is the ever ancient yet ever new vision that still animates the renewal of the Church that was initiated by Vatican II fifty
years ago. In this series of three presentations we will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Vatican II by reflecting on some of the

From a Mighty Fortress to a Pilgrim People: The Journey of Vatican II
with Fr. Francis Dorff, O. Praem., Sept. 28, 2013
During the four years that they were together, all the bishops gathered at Vatican II made a very long journey
from seeing the Church as a mighty fortress to embodying it as a Pilgrim People. In this presentation we will
make this pilgrim journey together meditatively before reflecting on the difference it has made for the Church
as a whole.

On the Road to Becoming: Pilgrims on the Journey
with Rev. Michael Fish, OSB Cam., October 26, 2013
"Pilgrimage" is part of our Judeo-Christian DNA beginning with the journey from Eden and deepened by
Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the Exodus and medieval routes to Jerusalem, Rome, Canterbury and Compostela. Drawing from his experience of walking the Camino de Santiago, Michael looks at the present phenomenon of pilgrimage and dusts off an ancient 'Way' of praying and spirituality that speaks today.

You’re not a Noun; You’re a Verb
with The Rev. Brian C. Taylor, November 16, 2013
The Hebrew scriptures tell stories about chosen people who were nomads, worshiping in a tent. The Christian
ones feature a Messiah who has nowhere to lay his head. American gospel tunes sing “I am a pilgrim, and a
stranger, traveling through this wearisome land...” In this presentation, we’ll consider some of these ancient
stories and metaphors and reflect on the paradox of our transience and participation in the eternal divine. We’ll
sing some gospel songs, and remember how, as pilgrims, we are all in a process of becoming.
No registration is necessary for these 9:30 a.m. to Noon programs. Free-will offerings are greatly appreciated.

Taizé Prayer is celebrated monthly at the Abbey.

All are welcome to participate in these ecumenical prayer services
which are held on the last Friday of the month beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Abbey Church of Santa Maria de la Vid: September
27, October 25, November 29 and December 27.

Blessing and Dedication of The Commons

Tower in Our Lady of Guadalupe Commons

Buddhist Monks visit the Abbey

