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From the Abbot’s Desk:
Gratitude, Passion & Hope:
The 2015 Year of Consecrated Life

I

n a letter from Pope Francis, a Jesuit, to all the religious communities
in the world, the Pope has declared
this year of 2015 a Year of Consecrated Life. He wrote that there will
be three aims for the year. The first is
to look to the past with gratitude. He
encouraged us to reflect upon our origins and history so that we can thank
God who grants the Church a variety
of gifts through the varied expressions of religious life.
Secondly, he called us to live in the present with passion. A
grateful remembrance of the past can lead us—as we listen
attentively to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church
today—to implement ever more fully the essential aspects
of consecrated life.
The third aim of Pope Francis is that we embrace the future
with hope. In the midst of the modern world, the Pope recognizes the many difficulties which the various forms of
consecrated life are currently experiencing, including fewer
vocations and aging members, as well as economic problems
and the challenges present in an increasingly secular culture.
In the midst of these uncertainties he calls us to practice the
virtue of hope, the fruit of our faith in the Lord of history,
who continues to tell us: “Be not afraid… for I am with
you.”
In short, the Church designates 2015 as the Year of Consecrated Life devoted to the renewal of religious life, the celebration of the witness of members of religious orders, and an
invitation to young people to discern a vocation.
Since the call of the first disciples, some followers of Jesus
have sought a different way to live their faith. We find already in Paul’s letters a reference to distinct groups in the
early Church, particularly those who dedicated themselves
to prayer and works of charity. Other early Christians desired to know Holy Mystery more deeply through a life of
solitary prayer, so they fled to the desert to commune with
God and guide others in the pursuit of holiness.

“Prepared for Every Good Work”:
A Day in the Life of Fr. Thomas Pulickal, O.Praem.
By Brother Stephen A. Gaertner, O.Praem.

R

ecently I invited Fr. Thomas,
a Norbertine confrere from
St. Norbert Priory of Mananthavady in Kerala, India, to talk about
his life and ministry here at Santa
María de la Vid Abbey. As a priest
and hospital chaplain, the spiritual
core of Fr. Thomas’s vocation is
epitomized by the motto of his
home community in India: “Be prepared for every good work.”
How did you come to be a resident of Santa María de la
Vid Abbey?
I was working in a parish in India as a parish priest, and after
one and a half years, my superior asked me to go Albuquerque
to one of our [Norbertine] houses to help our brothers. I told
him I was ready to go, after I finished some work I was doing
in the parish. I completed my work there, and left my parish
in May 2012. Then I studied some Spanish in Bangalore for
six months, waiting for my visa.
Once I obtained my visa on February 6, 2013, I started my
journey to America with Father George Pavamkott, who had
already been part of the New Mexico Norbertines for about
six years. As soon as I came here, I had a heart attack due to
the high elevation and the cold. I had an angioplasty, stayed
in the hospital two days, and then returned to the abbey. I got
a lot of support from the abbot and others. I really felt their
encouragement and prayer, which gave me energy to go
ahead.
After one month, I was appointed as Parochial Vicar of Holy
Rosary Parish. I worked there for eight months, until December 2013, and then was asked to continue my work as a chaplain at Presbyterian Hospital in a full-time capacity. I had
been serving as a chaplain at three hospitals while I was still
doing parish work. I would have three days in the parish, and
three days as hospital chaplain.
What does a “typical” day look like for you?

Monasteries, cloisters, and religious houses eventually came

I am so busy with my chaplaincy work at Presbyterian Hospital. I am very happy with it, for it is about administering the
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The Bonds of Communio Deepen at 2014 Associates Gathering
By Ken Griesemer

A

fter more than a year of planning
and preparation by the Associates
of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey, the
community hosted the third national
gathering of Norbertine Associates on
September 25-28, 2014. Nearly 50
Oblates and Associates participated in
this time of prayer, pilgrimage, fellowship, and renewal including members
from Albuquerque, St. Norbert Abbey
in Wisconsin, and Daylesford Abbey
in Pennsylvania. Professed members of
each community were also present
throughout the meeting. The gathering
provided the opportunity for old
friends to reunite, for new friendships
to be formed, and for the sense of communio to deepen.
The event began on Thursday evening with Vespers, dinner, and a warm welcome by Associate Ken Griesemer, Abbot Joel Garner, O.Praem., and Fr. Gene Gries, O.Praem. On Friday, the group boarded a bus for a day of pilgrimage to a series of sacred
sites selected to help trace the history of the Catholic faith in New Mexico. Saturday was organized around an exploration of the
spirituality of the Southwest— Native American, Hispanic, and Norbertine spirituality in the context of the New Mexico desert.
Sunday, the group again boarded the bus for Mass at Holy Rosary parish and later to visit San Augustine Church on the Isleta
Pueblo south of Albuquerque.
The response by the participants was very positive, and all of the Associates
appreciated the opportunity to share their faith and Norbertine spirituality in
the context of the desert of New Mexico. While the event was very joyful,
everyone was very aware of the illness and absence of Albuquerque Associate
Elva Avila. Elva played a major role in the planning for the Gathering, but
had been fighting cancer since August and was unable to participate. In honor
of Elva, the event was dedicated to her full recovery and she was remembered
in prayer throughout the four days. Sadly, Elva passed away on December 10,
2014, and is now rejoicing in heaven with all the angels and saints.
Speaker, Native American Deacon Joe Herrera

Celebrating Br. Graham Golden’s Ordination to the Diaconate

Archbishop Sheehan presides at the Eucharist
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sacraments. I was doing the same thing in India. Many are
being saved through the sacraments, and many have come
back to their faith through my ministry. All days are busy,
five days a week, eight hours a day. After that, I have community prayers and personal duties to do, and I end my day
with personal prayers, and by 10:00 p.m. I am in bed.
Where do you find God in the day’s activities?
As a priest and a Catholic, I am following the Master, Jesus;
we are all asked to follow him. We experience his experiences. We have the experience of the manger, of having a
poor life, of having poor people with us, and the miraculous
touch of Jesus with us. We work with Jesus, so Jesus works
through the administration of the sacraments.

National Recognition for
Norbertine Parish

T

wo national Catholic magazines highlighted dimensions of
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Albuquerque
which has been served by the Norbertine Community for 30
years. In the July/August, 2014 issue of Pastoral Liturgy, Christina Spahn, a Norbertine Oblate and Pastoral Associate for Outreach, penned an article entitled “Evangelizing through Hospitality.” Dr. Spahn noted the multiple ways in which the parish extends its core ministry of hospitality from the moment someone
sets foot in the door of the office or the church to a number of
key outreach ministries. One unique ministry is Family Promise.

We face the problems he faced on Calvary. He had to give up
his life for the salvation of sinners. Sometimes people scold
us, shout at us, but Jesus also suffered all these things, these
problems. People tell us to get out of the room at the hospital.
Sometimes we feel sorry for sick people, when they have no
faith. It gives patients happiness and peace and tranquility to
speak out about their sorrows and sufferings. Especially when
we do the work of Jesus, we face these problems in our lives.
Some reject us, resist us, hate us, but we never give up our
hope.
Spahn writes: “Holy Rosary participates in an interfaith network
of eighteen Albuquerque faith communities who, week after
How do these activities fulfill a uniquely Norbertine
week, provide housing, meals, and a safe welcoming environvocation?
ment to homeless families. Families accepted into the program
They do because we have the charism of hospitality. In our
are aided by the Family Promise director and staff as they search
priory in Mananthavady we have the motto, “Be prepared for for employment and/or a home. Meanwhile, during the oneevery good work.” So, from the very first day at the seminary week periods (approximately three times a year) that we host
there, in India, I was preparing for this through the formators, families, Holy Rosary’s FP Core Team sets up individual rooms
classes, spirituality; I got it correct in my mind. I understood in our Family Center, organizes parish volunteers for about sixty
the meaning of being engaged in the work, to do perfectly this ministerial slots, and, in general, assures that our guests are
duty.
comfortable during their stay with us.” The intent of the article
According to the charism of the Norbertines, we are hospita- was to provide ideas to underline the importance of hospitality as
a route to evangelization.
ble to all, we reach out to all, to understand and help all in
their needs. Because we are prepared, we offer all that we
A second article appeared as the lead article in the September,
have within us to others. We can only give what we have.
2014 issue of the periodical Worship. It was entitled, “A WorWe have been given the power through education and forma- ship Space that Embraces: Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary,
tion to offer what we have through what we do. The Word of Albuquerque, New Mexico.” Dr. Eileen Crowley, Associate
God especially gives us more power to go forth.
Professor of Liturgy and Worship Arts at Catholic Theological
In the life of Jesus we find all of these things. He gave with- Union in Chicago, had come to the parish in 1992 as the producer of a five-part video series on the Mass. Holy Rosary had
out holding back, giving people what they needed in their
just completed its new church and was featured in that series.
lives; we give faith, and join in their suffering. The Norbertine prayer life gives more power to everyone. Our prayer
Now Dr. Crowley returned to ask the question: “What differlife, including Holy Mass, is first and foremost in our commu- ence can a worship space make in the liturgical life of the comnity life. We offer it for the people who are suffering, down- munity?” She had addressed those questions to members of the
trodden, with no one to look after them. We offer this sacri- Holy Rosary faith community in 1992 and again in 2013. The
fice for them. We get help from God through our prayers.
parishioners provide some answers in Dr. Crowley’s article
which carefully weaves both theory and practice. The title, “A
Worship Space that Embraces” is an apt summary of the
experience of praying in Holy Rosary’s worship space.
Volume 19, Issue 1

Page 3

Norbertine Community
of New Mexico
Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Albuquerque, NM
Permit No. 114

5825 Coors Boulevard SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121
Phone: (505) 873-4399
Fax: (505) 873-4667
norbertines@norbertinecommunity.org
www.norbertinecommunity.org
www.facebook.com/norbertinecommunity

Please remember us
in your will —
that our work may
continue...

Gratitude…
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into being and religious life as we know it began to take shape.
When the Norbertine Order was founded in 1121, it was a unique
combination of monastic life with its emphasis on community, and
pastoral service in the region in which the Norbertine Community
was located. The Norbertines were the first Order to have laity
affiliated with them. Then called the Third Order—now known as
Associates and Oblates—lay men and women have been a part of
our life and ministry since the time of our founding.
Consecrated life—in its diverse expressions around the globe—is a
gift to the Church and the world. Its prayer lifts the entire Church.
In addition, the ministry of religious communities and their pursuit
of justice help shape society to more closely resemble the reign of
God. When a life of poverty, chastity and obedience are lived with
authenticity and fidelity, a powerful witness is given to faith in
Jesus without a word being uttered.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, religious communities of men and
women rise up, fulfill their unique charism, thrive, and live on, or
in some instances, come to an end. This ebb and flow has occurred for 2000 years and will continue for generations to come as
new members around the world take vows and join their
lives to communities to live the gospel in radical ways.
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Three Days,
ONE UNFOLDING MYSTERY
A Triduum Retreat
Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey

April 2 - 5, 2015
As we enter once again into the familiar story of Jesus’ final
journey on Earth, we notice where our life experience may be
intersecting with his. During this thin space or unveiled time,
we listen attentively and are whole-heartedly present to this
Great Mystery in which we live and move and have our being. While each of us faithfully attends to our own unfolding
journey, we are supported by the presence of others who are
also entering into this Mystery in their own unique and yet
universal way . . . through word and silence, encounter and
solitude, symbol and ritual.
The retreat begins on Holy Thursday afternoon at 4:30 p.m.
and concludes on Easter Sunday morning after Eucharist and
brunch. Overnight space is limited so early registration is encouraged. The cost for the retreat is $200.00 which includes
accommodations for three nights, four meals and light refreshments, prayer with the Norbertine Community, and the retreat
program.

To register:
Email: frontdesk@norbertinecommunity.org
Phone: 505-873-4399
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Through the generosity at Christmas of the
Friends of the New Mexico Norbertines,
a much needed Bobcat was purchased to use on the property.

Abbot Joel with Robert Leyva,
Superintendant of Buildings and Grounds

A rare snowfall in the desert offered
the Bobcat its first test.

“For me to be a saint means to be myself. Therefore the problem of sanctity and salvation
is in fact the problem of finding out who I am and of discovering my true self.” —Thomas Merton

Muller named Associate MTS
Director in New Mexico

F

r. Peter Muller, O.Praem.
was appointed Associate
Director of St. Norbert College’s Master of Theological
Studies program in New Mexico. The 32 credit MTS program provides a solid theological basis for effective and
transformative pastoral practice. Courses, which are
taught at Santa Maria de la
Vid Abbey, are offered yearround in the evenings or on Saturdays in an ecumenical
atmosphere.
Fr. Peter succeeds Dr. Kathy Dolan who leaves to pursue
other interests. He has done graduate studies in Rome and
has an advanced degree in Philosophy. He has taught on
the high school and college levels. Presently, he serves as
part–time parochial vicar at Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary in Albuquerque. Among the gifts Fr. Peter brings
to the program is that he is technologically savvy.
For more information on the MTS program, you
may contact Kelsey Nielsen Prangley at:
(505) 873-4399, Ext 229.

Comings and Goings
Brother Stephen Gaertner is finishing the final chapter of his
dissertation for a doctorate in English from Michigan State University. He will graduate in May… Religious men and women
gathered from all over the Archdiocese of Santa Fe on Monday,
February 9 to celebrate 2015 as the Year of Consecrated Life at
the invitation of Archbishop Michael Sheehan… Deacon Graham Golden was asked to assist Blase Cupich, the new
Archbishop of Chicago, at the Ash Wednesday Service at
Rockefeller Chapel at the University of Chicago… During Poverty of Awareness month, Deacon Graham Golden contributed
to the new website of the Archdiocese through an interview on
“Our Faith Response to Poverty” and an article entitled,
“Aborting Poverty”… Fr. Peter Muller represented the Abbey
at the annual pro-life Mass on January 21 at the Basilica Cathedral in Santa Fe… Fr. Gene Gries, prior, spent the month of
January as pastor of St. Augustine in Isleta Pueblo while Fr.
George Pavamkott visited his community and family in India…
During January and February, Fr. Bijoy Francis, while continuing to minister as a hospital chaplain, has replaced the pastor of
nearby Ascension parish who has undergone surgery… On
January 31, we celebrated Thomas Merton’s 100th birthday at
the Abbey with a presentation by Episcopal priest and friend of
the Community, Brian Taylor. The 130+ people who participated appreciated Brian’s insights on Merton and the
opportunity to practice contemplative prayer.

When is a Library More
than a Library?
by Meg Ashcroft, O.Praem.Obl., Director of The Norbertine Library

“ I’m looking for a book by Thomas Merton on contemplative
prayer. Do you have anything like that in the Library?” This
was how a recent conversation with a visitor to The Norbertine
Library began, but it did not end there. The inquirer went on to
share some of his spiritual journey with me and the questions
he is currently discerning. He left the library with a tall stack
of books—wisdom resources for his search. These encounters
are not unusual in our library as retreatants, visitors to the Abbey, and friends of the Norbertines stop in.
In the past seven years (we moved into our current building in
2007), the Library collection has increased by over 10,000 volumes and over 400 people are card-carrying patrons. Much of
Meg Ashcroft, O.Praem.Obl., Director of The Norbertine Library
the Library’s growth is due to generous contributions of books
from retiring ministers, friends of the Norbertines, and others. A wide variety of people spend time in the Library—people in
transition, students in our Master of Theological Studies program, writers, ministers preparing sermons, and seekers of all faiths
(the collection is ecumenical and interfaith). Not only is the Library itself a quiet place in which to “seek Wisdom,” but visitors
also comment on how they feel embraced and enriched by the peaceful atmosphere of the Abbey as a whole.
A few years ago, the New Mexico Library Association issued a bumper sticker with the slogan: “A library has more than you
know.” This kind of “knowing”—which a library collection such as ours supports—always points us beyond ourselves to
Holy Wisdom, who we will never know completely but always seek to know more fully.

CELEBRATING THOMAS MERTON’S 100TH BIRTHDAY!

T

he Abbey Community and 130 guests celebrated the 100th birthday of
one of the most influential Catholics of the 20th century—Trappist
monk Fr. Thomas Merton, on Saturday, January 31, 2015. “An Encounter
with Thomas Merton: Themes of His Journey, and Ours” was presented by
The Rev. Brian C. Taylor at Our Lady of Guadalupe Commons at our Abbey campus.
The Rev. Taylor, an Episcopal priest, has spent time in Thomas Merton’s
hermitage at the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky. He spoke from his
personal experience and in-depth study of Merton’s writings. The presentation included exploring some of the passions of this remarkably authentic, complex, and holy monk that caused him to become, for many, a
prophetic spokesman for a generation of seekers. Merton was a social activist on a deep inner journey, a hermit and a prolific writer.

