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From the Abbot’s Desk:

A New Branch on the Vine

A Door to an Open Heart

By Jennifer Mucher, Coordinator,
Office of Christian Discipleship & Religious Vocation

said, “I am the door” (
),
J esus
bringing to fruition the words of the
D
psalmist who said, “This is the door of
John10:7

the Lord where the just may enter” (Psalm 118:20). The ritual opening
of the Holy Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome on the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, December
8, 2015, marked the official start of the
Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope Francis asked that every cathedral church in the world, and other churches designated by the
local bishop, celebrate a rite of opening of their Holy Doors in
unity with the universal Church, so that Christians can all participate in the spirit and grace offered by this jubilee year.

id you know we have a new office, a new endeavor, a new
branch on the Vine here at the Abbey? July 2015 marked the
beginning, and opening, of our Office of Christian Discipleship and
Religious Vocation. It has been a whirlwind few months with many
events, much planning, and efforts to be visibly present within the
Archdiocese and beyond. The vision for this Office is that together
we can foster a culture of vocation and encourage a more vibrant
and exuberant engagement of the youth and young adults we encounter in the life and ministry of the Church. The hope is that with
increased visibility of Norbertine life and spirituality – and with
more consistent interactions with people of all walks of life – the
Abbey and Norbertine life may become a spiritual environment for
the deepening of ones call to discipleship.

Fr. Graham Celebrates Benediction at Youth Gathering

Our Abbey Church of Santa Maria de la Vid has been
designated by our Archbishop John Wester as one of those
churches to which people can make pilgrimage during this
Jubilee Year of Mercy. We opened our doors in a special way
on both the evenings of December 8, Feast of the Immaculate
Conception and January 1, Feast of Mary the Mother of God,
and invited people to celebrate Vespers, a holy hour of adoration, and then a solemn Mass on the feast. The sacrament of
reconciliation was also available during the Holy Hour for
those who wanted to experience God’s healing and mercy.
Happily, our church was full on both evenings.
Our prayer together was not only our way of giving thanks
for God’s mercy, but also being conscious that we are meant
(Continued on page 3)
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In the last six months, we have collaborated with the Youth and
Young Adult Office for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe on several
young adult retreats and other endeavors, like Catholic Chat and
Taizé in the Desert. We have organized and presented a series of
workshops on the Blessed Mother, various liturgies, Year of Mercy
events, and much, much more. And we have planned more retreats,
a series of discussions on Doubt and Faith, and more Year of Mercy
gatherings in the coming months.
This new ministry endeavor on the part of the Abbey holds significant hope. Father Graham Golden, O. Praem., reminds us, “We
are wading into the unknown, but we are moving to where we
should be, not only for our own sake, but for the health of our local
Church.” That is the goal – to minister to those we encounter for the
health of the Church and for their own spiritual wellbeing. From
there we hope to foster a better understanding of individual vocations whether to consecrated life or another form of discipleship.
Our hope is that this approach to vocation ministry will itself be
an experience of the Norbertine presence, charism, and mission.
Ultimately, it is the guiding vision of this new outreach on the part
of the Abbey that vocations ministry does not bear fruit when it is
self-interested. Rather, we seek to provide much-needed initiatives
and support to our local church as an outgrowth of our Abbey mission and vision.

www.facebook.com/NorbertineCommunity

The Journey of a Misfit:
A Personal Pilgrimage

Taizé in the Desert
By Jennifer Mucher

I

n May of 2012 a group of young adults from New Mexico traveled to Chicago to participate in an international gathering of
the Christian faithful known as The Pilgrimage of Trust, led by the
Taizé community, an ecumenical, interdenominational movement
of monks in France who seek Christian unity. Drawing from the
powerful and transformative experience of this event, the young
adults felt called to share their spiritual encounter with their home
communities in New Mexico.

Taizé Prayer Service in our Abbey Church
Those young adults who experienced this form of prayer in
Chicago planned and shared their experience with us at the first
Taizé in the Desert in June of 2012 at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. In 2013 the team, mostly volunteers, considered discontinuing Taizé because attendance was dwindling, but after some time
and prayer, they decided to continue. It’s a good thing they did!
This past summer we celebrated three years of Taizé in the Desert
and, in 2015, the Abbey Church was consistently filled with people from all walks of life! When asked how she explains Taizé,
Taylor Kingston, the Middle School and Young Adult Coordinator
for the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, says, “Taizé is something I always tell people
they have to experience to really understand. I can explain it, but
it doesn’t do it justice until you experience it.” Currently we host
Taizé in the Desert on the third Friday of every month beginning
at 7:30 PM.

A NEW BOOK BY FR. FRANCIS DORFF, O.PRAEM.!

W

e are delighted to announce the publication, by Sunstone Press, of Fr. Francis Dorff’s ninth book; it is
available at Amazon.com. In sharing experiences from his
rich life journey, Fr. Fran writes, “If
being a ‘mystic’ means being someone
who is consciously living a Mystery,
then at least in my case, ‘misfit’ and
‘mystic’ certainly lead to one another.”
As someone who has been guiding
people through the catacombs of their
own lives for decades, Fr. Fran is
uniquely qualified to tell stories that
evoke personal experiences of the
treasures residing within each of us.
Readers may recognize their own lives reflected in his description of:
 being “a stranger in a strange land”;
 wondering where to turn when a door to one’s “promised
land” closes in one’s face;
 exploring intimations of a Loving Mystery beneath the
surface of all of life;
 embracing parts of our life that we have been neglecting;
 creatively getting to know our own deepest self.
Those who are feeling stuck may find some help in Fr.
Dorff’s insight into how “widening the scope of my attentiveness has a lot to do with my being able eventually to take
a creative next step.” And everyone can be inspired by the
author’s “experiment with loving” and how many different
forms this loving can take over the course of a long, rich life.
This book is a personal invitation to learn how to live with
the ongoing tensions between solitude and community, meditation and ministry, “getting it all together” and letting it all
fall apart—as well as being a misfit and a mystic on a deeply
personal pilgrimage.

NEW WINE AND NEW WINESKINS FOR THE NEW YEAR!

E

ighty friends of the New Mexico Norbertines were treated to an
inspiring presentation by Fr. Michael Fish, OSB Cam. on January 16 at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. Using evocative questions
like “How is God looking for me?”; descriptions of Jesus—“Jesus is
the human being who has come to show us how to do the gap, how
to live fully in the gap of what it is to be a human being”; reminders
about God’s deep desire for each of us; and poetry; Fr. Michael invited us to explore our depths and realize that the human heart is God’s
hiding place. Information on Fr. Michael’s retreats is available at his
Fr. Francis Dorff with his good friend, Fr. Michael Fish website: www.hermitfish.org.
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F

r.
Nicholas
Nirschl,
O.Praem., 88, a Norbertine priest for nearly sixty
years, died peacefully on Sunday, January 17, 2016. A native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
Fr. Nick entered the Norbertine
Order on August 28, 1951, and
was ordained to the priesthood
on August 31, 1956. He held a
B.S. degree in Mathematics
from St. Norbert College as
Fr. Nick Nirschl, O.Praem. well as M.A. and Ph.D. de1927-2016
grees in Mathematics from the
University of Wisconsin in
Madison. He served on the faculties of both St. Norbert High
School and St. Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin from 1963
to 1977.
While on sabbatical in the mid-1970’s at New Mexico State
University, Fr. Nick developed a love for the Hispanic culture.
Subsequently, for seventeen years Fr. Nick worked with the Padres Norbertinos in San Juan de Lurigancho, a marginalized district east of Lima, Peru. Among other responsibilities, he helped
establish a new parish and a number of mission stations for tens
of thousands of people arriving every year from the mountains
and jungles, escaping the poverty and terrorism there.
In June 1995, Fr. Nick returned to the United States and was
welcomed to membership in the Norbertine Community of Santa
Maria de la Vid in Albuquerque. He served as pastor of the Native American parish of St. Augustine at Isleta Pueblo for the
next seven years. In his retirement, he assisted at numerous parishes in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, served as chaplain to the
Canossian Sisters, and ministered as a spiritual director and confessor to many who came to the Abbey.

R

ita Roberts, a long-time lay associate of the Abbey and active member of the Norbertine Parish of Holy Rosary, died
peacefully on January 28.

F

A Door to an Open Heart(Cont’d from Page 1)
to be people who extend that mercy to others. Our baptism commissions us to open the door of our hearts and to
do the work of Jesus according to our capabilities. For
each of us, there is a responsibility to teach, counsel, admonish, heal, forgive, comfort, feed the hungry, be a light
to those in darkness, wherever other people are in need of
such services and we are in a position to offer it.
Not a day goes by that we don’t notice people who
need a helping hand, a kind word, a touch of sympathy, a
piece of advice, a warning, a sign of peace, light on a
problem, a prayer, or guidance with a pressing question.
These are opportunities for each of us to perform acts of
mercy.
It is noteworthy that Pope Francis actually started this
Jubilee Year of Mercy early by opening the Holy Door of
a cathedral in the Central African Republic where there is
much turmoil, hatred, and bloodshed. Francis recognizes
that the only path to peace is through mercy, mutual forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Whether it is in our family, our neighborhoods, our
nation or our world, without forgiveness and reconciliation there is no peace. This appears naïve to those who
think that every crime must be avenged, and that every
problem has a military solution. But centuries of experience have demonstrated that such an approach simply results in unending fighting and strife.
This Jubilee Y ear of Mercy reminds us that mercy is not
only shown by God, it is also meant to be practiced by us.
We who have experienced mercy must in turn grant it to
others. The Y ear of Mercy has begun. Mercy is part of
our DNA as Christians, something we are called to do
24/7. Pope Francis has raised it up during this year to remind us of its centrality to the Gospel message and the
mission of Jesus, and thus to our lives as Christians.

A Surprise in Salamanca

r. Peter Muller of our Abbey is spending the year at a university in Salamanca,
Spain to finish his class work for a doctorate in philosophy. He already has a
creative idea for his doctoral dissertation.
Across from his residence is the Royal Scots College, a beautiful Scottish Roman
Catholic Seminary. It is there that the Scottish seminarians spend six months in a
preparatory program for both philosophy and theology. The Scots have been in
Spain for centuries and it makes sense that they retain the college and make regular
use of it.
Peter had been concelebrating at an English Mass in the city, one offered by the
rector of the Scottish college. He has also filled in for him on occasion when he was
out of town. Recently, the rector told him that the Scottish bishops were arriving for
Fr. Peter with Augustinians in Spain
their annual in-service retreat at the college. Fr. Peter was asked whether he would
be willing to give them a conference, preside at Mass, and offer the homily. That’s a unique experience for a graduate student,
but Fr. Peter happily accepted. How many graduate students are given the opportunity to give a lecture to bishops?!
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Please remember us
in your will —
that our work may
continue...
CONGRATULATIONS
MTS GRADUATES!

FR. BIJOY FRANCIS NAMED
PASTOR OF ST. EDWIN PARISH

T

he Norbertine Abbey of Santa Maria de la Vid has assumed pastoral responsibility for the parish of St. Edwin in
the South Valley of Albuquerque, about five minutes from the
Abbey. Fr. Bijoy Francis was named pastor of St. Edwin’s on
January 1. Fr. Bijoy had served in three other parishes and
most recently in hospital ministry in the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe. The parish of St. Edwin was founded in 1965.
Fr. Bijoy is a member of a Norbertine Community in South
India and has shared the life and ministry of his Norbertine confreres in New Mexico for almost ten years.
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n August 16, 2015, four Catholics graduated from St.
Norbert College’s Master of Theological Studies program in Albuquerque: Sr. Josefina Peralta, FdCC, Najla
Bonahoom Sluder, Bernadette Bach, and Mary Reinhardt.
Dr. Howard Ebert, director of the MTS program in De
Pere, WI, delivered the commencement address. If you
feel that God is calling you to a deeper understanding that a
Master of Theological Studies degree can provide, contact
Kelsey Nielsen Prangley, program coordinator, at (505)
873-4399 ext. 229 or kelsey.nielsen@snc.edu. The MTS
program is also welcoming former associate director Rev.
Dr. Kay Huggins, who will be serving as interim AD
through May 2016.
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