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From the Abbot’s Desk:

“A Power to Do Good”:

Reflections on the Ordained Priesthood and
Norbertine Life

Celebrating the Call to Religious Life

I

was ordained a priest of the Norbertine Community 50 years ago on
September 1, 1965, near the very end of
the Second Vatican Council. I now join
with so many celebrating Golden Jubilees of marriage and priesthood echoing
the phrase, “Where did the time go?” I
initially felt that I did not want to have a
public celebration of the anniversary,
but rather celebrate it quietly with my
brothers and sisters at the Abbey. However, an idea emerged
that caught my attention. Pope Francis had proclaimed 2015
as the Y ear of Consecrated Life to acknowledge the sisters,
brothers, and priests who belong to religious communities and
have served the church in so many different ways around the
world.
Sister Eva Silva, a Dominican sister and a friend of
the Norbertine Community, was also celebrating her 50th Anniversary as a religious sister. Sr. Eva has been a psychotherapist for the last 18 years, ministering to a whole range of
people who are seeking healing and wholeness. Before that,
she was a member of the pastoral team at Our Lady of the
Most Holy Rosary in Albuquerque where I served for 28
years. Sr. Eva remained active in the parish for over 25 years,
particularly in music ministry.
So, I thought what better way to honor Pope Francis’
declaration of 2015 as the Y ear of Consecrated Life than to
have a sister religious and a priest religious celebrate a Mass
of Thanksgiving, not only in gratitude for our own vocations,
but also for the vocations of the men and women from a diversity of religious communities who have served, particularly in the state of New Mexico.
After all, the Franciscans first came to serve in this
region of New Mexico and Arizona beginning in the 16th Century. The Dominicans with their headquarters in Grand Rapids, Michigan (Sr. Eva’s community) arrived in 1925, while
we Norbertines are relative newcomers, having been missioned by our brothers at St. Norbert Abbey in Wisconsin to
found an abbey and minister to the multi-cultural population
of New Mexico 30 years ago (1985) this past summer. There
are still representatives of 34 religious communities in the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe today.
(Continued on page 2)
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By Fr. Graham Golden, O.Praem.

r. Graham Golden was ordained a priest on June 20,
2015 at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Church in Albuquerque.
Recently, I had the opportunity to
ask him his thoughts on beginning
his ordained ministry within the
context of religious life.
Since being ordained,
what has been the biggest adjustment or challenge that you have had to face in transitioning from being a religious lay brother to transitional
deacon and now, finally, to being a priest? What has been
the greatest joy?
The most significant adjustment by far has been growing into the different sort of relationship ordination creates
between me and the wider Church and even society. People
treat you differently, and their expectations of you change.
There is a temptation in this to try and downplay the new role
of leadership and the sort of power that comes with the priesthood.
I have begun to discover, however, that you cannot
ignore this difference. In fact a community raises people up to
minister as priests precisely because there is a desire and need
to have ministers with a certain power and distinction. For me
the gift and the freedom in this has been to not fear it, but rather realize that the authority given in the sacrament is a power to do good. If it is used as a means toward the healing,
transformation, and sanctification of lives in a community
then it no longer is a power of being “set apart” but in some
ways a power of being more intimately woven through a community.
In light of this distinction, the greatest joy for me has
been the grace and humility of priestly ministry. Because the
priesthood brings one into such intimate contact with the most
emotional and raw moments in human experience, I find myself confronted with situations for which there are no answers.
However, the movement of God’s love and the grace of the
Spirit has been so tangible, so visible, in these encounters.
Through these moments of pastoral care I have come to see
that it truly is not the individual person as priest, but the power of God working through the office of the priesthood. These
(Continued on page 5)
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Celebrating the Call to Religious Life (Continued from Page 1)

Sr. Eva Silva, O.P. and Abbot Joel Garner, O.Praem.
At the Noon Mass on Sunday, August 30, at Holy
Rosary Parish, Sr. Eva and I gathered to pray with parishioners and friends who had been so supportive of our vocations
to the religious life and to remember all the religious who had
served in this state. The framework for our reflection at the
Mass of Thanksgiving was the three themes Pope Francis had
underlined in his letter to all the religious world-wide: gratitude for the past, passion for the present, and hope for the future.
As we look to the past, both of us recognized how
blessed we have been to share community with other men and
women who have been drawn to religious life in the traditions
which St. Norbert and St. Dominic initiated. In our respective
communities, we have prayed together, laughed together,
struggled together, and ministered together in a variety of set-

tings. Those experiences created a unique communal bond
among us for which we are grateful.
Secondly, we were also aware that we are living in
the present with passion. Both Sister Eva and I are very
committed to the communities to which we have professed
our vows. In addition, our ministries have allowed us to
enter at some depth into the personal lives and struggles of a
whole breadth of persons. We find that our ministries bring
meaning to our lives and, thankfully, both of us have been
happy in the vocation to which God has called us—the vocation to live for the sake of the Gospel.
Finally, during this Y ear of Consecrated Life, Pope
Francis calls us to be men and women of hope for the future. We are all aware that the church is being called to renewal on every level. In the midst of the many challenges,
struggles, and pains that accompany that process, being
people of hope invites us to trust that God is present in ways
that we do not always readily recognize.
Although there are fewer women and men entering,
religious communities will not disappear. The religious life
movement, lived in a variety of forms, has been part of the
Church’s heritage from the first century. The Norbertines
were founded 893 years ago. The Dominicans celebrate
their 800th anniversary of founding in this year.
Sr. Eva and I have spent over half of our lives as
religious in the parish of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary
and were deeply grateful for their loving support and encouragement over those years. And so while thanking God
in our Mass of Thanksgiving, we also asked the community
to join us in prayer that other men and women may feel a
stirring in their hearts to give their lives for the sake of the
Gospel. I invite you to join us in this prayer as well.

Most Americans celebrate Mass in the Roman Rite.
However, our Norbertine Indian brothers grew up
celebrating Mass in the Syro-Malabar Rite. On the
Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle in July, Fr. George
Pavamkott presided at that unique liturgy with his
Norbertine brothers and sisters, and Catholics from
South India who live in Albuquerque. St. Thomas
the Apostle is recognized as the one who brought
the faith to India.
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Norbertine Parish Receives
Renewal Grant
By, Louise M. Nielsen, O.Praem., Obl.
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Norbertine Associates in Czech Republic

Norbertine Associates in Czech Republic
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By Ken Griesemer, Norbertine Associate

rom July 22-25, the Norbertine Abbey of Tepla, in the rolling countryside of the western Czech Republic, hosted the
3rd International Gathering of Norbertine Associates. The Abbey, founded in 1193, was a spectacular setting for the 50 participants from Belgium, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, the Slovak Republic, and the United States. The
meeting was attended by associates, religious sisters, priests, abbots, and the abbot general. The group enjoyed a series of wellprepared presentations, small group discussions, daily prayer and
Eucharist celebrated in six languages, table fellowship, and the
blessing of each other’s company. Abbot Philip Lobkowicz, one
of the four professed members of the community at Teplá, extended a warm welcome. He also expressed how grateful the
community was for the energy and spirit and joy brought to their
home by all of the participants.
The Norbertine Associate Commission intentionally
planned the event at Teplá to be readily accessible to the associates from the former communist-held territory of Czechoslovakia. It was an opportunity for the Americans and the Western
Europeans to be introduced to the strong and enduring faith of
the Czechs and Slovaks, many of whom had to meet in secret
during the Communist occupation. The long standing friendship
among the Americans and the Western Europeans was infused
with the joy and faith of the Eastern Europeans, all centered
around the common interest in St. Norbert and the spirituality of
the Norbertines. The participants came away with a new understanding of each other, and a deep appreciation for the unity and
diversity of experiences they shared.
The gathering concluded in Prague with Sunday morning
Mass at the Abbey of Strahov. Following the Eucharistic celebration, the group processed to the tomb of St. Norbert located in a
beautiful side chapel of the Abbey church. There, the group sang
and prayed and reflected on the life of St. Norbert and the history
of the Norbertines. The experience of standing where countless
Norbertines have stood over the centuries to venerate their founding father moved some to tears, and was an unforgettable highlight of the gathering.
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he pastoral team of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Parish received, with great excitement, a substantial grant from the Lilly Foundation and its Clergy
Renewal Program. This almost $30,000.00 grant will allow for renewal and revitalization of the pastor, pastoral
team and staff as well as all the members of the parish
community.
The award has three focused areas. Fr. Robert
Campbell, O.Praem., the pastor, will participate in a threemonth renewal for ministry program at All Hallows College in Dublin, Ireland. Secondly, the Holy Rosary Pastoral Team and staff will participate in a weeklong retreat in
the summer of 2016 in Tucson, Arizona.

Holy Rosary Catholic Community Church,
the Norbertine Parish in Albuquerque
Finally, the Holy Rosary Parish Community will
be invited to extend and deepen their Catholic and theological roots by exploring Pope Francis’ letter for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, entitled “The Face of Mercy.” This
will be accomplished by the expansion of the many small
Christian communities already active in the parish. All
books and resources will be made available to the parishioners at no charge.
These small Christian sharing groups will be led
by trained facilitators. This renewal effort will take place
during the Lenten Season of 2016. It is hoped that at least
35 small study and faith sharing groups will be formed
and flourish beyond the scope of the grant.
Fr. Campbell and his parish are the only Catholic
parish in the United States to receive this grant this year.
Naturally, we are excited and very grateful for this very
generous grant from the Lilly Foundation as we continue
to work to energize and revitalize our parish.
www.facebook.com/norbertinecommunity
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Comings and Goings…
Three degrees were received by Abbey Community members: Brother Stephen Gaertner, a PhD in English from Michigan
State; Fr. Graham Golden, a Master of Divinity from Catholic Theological Union in Chicago; and Abbot Joel Garner, an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from St. Norbert College… A number of Norbertines gave spiritual conferences in recent months;
Brother James Owens to a charismatic retreat gathering; Brother Stephen Gaertner and Fr. Graham Golden at a young adult
retreat; and Abbot Joel Garner offered a day of reflection to the pastoral team and staff at St. Francis Cathedral Basilica in Santa Fe… Fr. Bob Campbell gave a talk on Pope Francis’ new encyclical Laudato Si’ to an ecumenical gathering… Fr. Vincent
Mattammel visited our abbey in September . He is the new pr ior of the Mananthavady Community in India to which
three of our Norbertine priests belong…. Fr. Tim Shillcox, a Nor ber tine pastor of Our Lady of Lour des Par ish in De Per e,
Wisconsin and member of St. Norbert Abbey, gave an inspiring retreat to his Norbertine brothers and sisters in New Mexico in
August… Fr. Graham Golden has been assigned half-time as parochial vicar at Holy Rosary Parish and part-time as vocation
director, as well as the regional coordinator for The Catholic Foundation… Brother James Owens was assigned Pastoral Associate for Outreach Ministries for Holy Rosary Parish ... Fr. Peter Muller left in early September for Salamanca, Spain to complete his PhD in Philosophy…. Abbot Joel Garner attended a meeting of the Norbertine abbots worldwide in Rome from September 17-28… Fr. Richard Rohr, an internationally known Franciscan priest and teacher, gave several conferences at the Abbey to men and women religious of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe to mark Pope Francis’ declaration of 2015 as the Year of Consecrated Life.

Br. Stephen (doctorate in English) and his Dad; Fr. Thomas, Prior
Vincent visiting from India, Abbot Joel, Fr. Bijoy, Fr. George; Abbot Joel receiving his
Honorary Doctorate from Tom Kunkel, St. Norbert College President.
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Fr. Graham

(Continued from page 1)

have been the most inexplicable, humbling, and powerful
experiences of my life.
How does your priesthood help you to fulfill a
uniquely Norbertine vocation? How would you differentiate your vocation as a religious priest within an order
from that of a diocesan priest?

First, our abbey community is understood as an
eclesiola, a tiny church. You could say we are a church for
the Church. My priestly ministry, while in service to the
Archdiocese and to a parish community, is not centered in
those places but it is dedicated to those places. It is an outgrowth of the ecclesial life of the Abbey community.
This allows me to serve beyond the confines of parochial and diocesan ministries and to work in rural community
development as the Coordinator for Program Development,
Evaluation, and Research for the Catholic Foundation of the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. It also frees me to work in young
adult ministry and outreach at the Abbey.
Priests, religious and secular, are notoriously
busy. How has ordination to the priesthood and the assumption of greater responsibilities affected your interior
life, in particular prayer and contemplation?
When I was discerning religious life it was very evident to me that many religious are very overworked. One
attraction to the contemplative and active balance of our
Norbertine life was that I knew I would be forced to slow
down and focus on the inner life. The rhythm of prayer at the
abbey and the intentional approach we take to community life
have been my saving grace.
Without the support of confreres who encourage you
to slow down, and a community life that prizes common and
private prayer and spiritual growth, I think it would be nearly
impossible to strive for balance.
When you have other men living the same path and
everyone calling one another to continual conversion and acVolume 19, Issue 2
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countability for the sake of your wellbeing and health, it is
also a chance for deepening growth and transformation both as
an individual and as a community.
For men discerning a call to the religious priesthood within the context of a stable, communal life context,
what advice, encouragement or words of wisdom would
you give them in light of your own journey?
I would first focus on the reality of communal life.
Your whole life and ministry is rooted in the tiny church of
the Abbey community. From there service to the wider local
church develops. It is important to recognize that as central as
priesthood may be to one’s own vocational discernment, the
identity, life and charism of consecrated life is unique. This
must be integrated into one’s self-understanding. In other
words, I am not a priest who happens to live in an Abbey but I
am a brother in community who is a priest. Priesthood is part
of my own unique call to live in community on a journey of
faith into God with other Norbertines.
Before one can fully even discern ordination, one first
discerns their identity and commitment to religious life, this
particular expression of the Gospel, and participation in this
particular witness of Christ in the world. Priesthood becomes
an outgrowth of that, a ministry within the community and
outward toward the world.

Given the fact that the Norbertines of New Mexico are
rooted here in Albuquerque and do not move around like
many other religious, another aspect of discernment is openness to the needs of the local church. We are called to respond
to the needs of the community with our talents and skills. In
short, stability requires that one live a life of dedication to relationship with people in a place, not to a certain form of ministry and mission. There is great freedom in that.
Interview conducted by
Br. Stephen A. Gaertner, O.Praem.
www.facebook.com/norbertinecommunity
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Please remember us
in your will —
that our work may
continue...
ABBEY RECEIVES NEW NOVICE

SOLAR FIELD DEDICATED TO
POPE FRANCIS

accary
Haney
was initiated
into the community
of
Santa Maria
de la Vid Abbey on the
First Vespers
of the Feast
of St. Augustine, August
27,
2015.
Zaccary was born in Madison, Wisconsin and received a
BA degree in religious studies at St. Norbert College in
2013. He graduated with a MA in the History of Christianity from the University of Chicago in 2015. He studied
abroad in Rome, Italy in the fall of 2012. Zaccary has five
brothers and sisters, and his parents, Vance and Anne
Haney, live in Wisconsin.

his
summer
we
dedicated a
solar field
at our Abbey to Pope
Francis. In
early summer, Pope
Francis released an important encyclical, Laudato Si’:
On Care for Our Common Home, meant not only for
Catholics, but for everyone. It addresses the serious
concerns about what is happening to the environment,
God’s creation.
The Pope Francis Solar Field will bring clean energy
to seven of the buildings on our Abbey campus. It will
pay for itself in about nine years with the energy saved,
and in 25 years it will result in a savings of almost a
million dollars. Fr. Gene Gries, the prior, shepherded
this important project to completion. Friends of the
New Mexico Norbertines helped enable us to make this
solar field possible.
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