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From the Abbot’s Desk:
A Unique Relationship with the
Abbey Community

T

he Holy Spirit’s presence and
action in the contemporary
church manifests itself in ways that we
do not always anticipate. One of the
ways is through the growth of a new
generation of oblates. Age-old orders
like the Benedictines, and now ourselves, are experiencing the desire of
men and women, married and single,
to “offer” themselves to us while continuing their “day jobs” in the world.
What they seem to have in common is the desire,
even hunger, for a depth experience in spirituality that is
not always offered or available in the church at large.
The initial commitment, then, is very much a spiritual
rather than a social one.

Oblates Chris Spahn, Louise Nielsen, Patrick Bergin

History has demonstrated that monasticism and the
various forms of religious life that have been inspired by
it, including our own, are an important expression of
Christian life. It is also one of the most vital ways in
which our Christian faith has found expression. This is

T

25th Anniversary Celebration
for Fr. George Pavamkott

he Native American Community of St. Augustine
Parish in Isleta Pueblo surprised Fr. George Pavamkott, their pastor, with a 25th anniversary celebration of
his priesthood in early August. A Mass was celebrated
in the pueblo church and then a reception was held at the
ballroom of Isleta Casino Hotel.

Fr. George holding gift of the pueblo church,
Virginia Sangre, Shirley Zuni, and Claudia Abeita

The individual and communal testimonies expressing
what Fr. George has meant to them as a spiritual leader
were truly touching. A whole host of people came to the
microphone that night to offer tributes to Fr. George.
The St. Augustine community considers George an
Isletan, as one of them, and no higher compliment can be
expressed.
Fr. George is in his seventh year serving the Catholic
community of Isleta Pueblo. St. Augustine Parish is one
of the oldest parishes in the United States, having been
founded in 1613. It is also the Archdiocesan Shrine of
Kateri Tekakwitha, the first Native American woman to
be declared a saint.
Fr. George subsequently returned to his Norbertine
Community in India later in the month to celebrate his
25th anniversary with his Norbertine Community and his
classmates. Fr. George is one of two Norbertines from
India who live and serve out of Santa Maria de la Vid
Abbey. Fr. Thomas Pulickal serves as the Catholic
Chaplain at Presbyterian Hospital in Albuquerque.
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A Unique Relationship (Continued from Page 1)
not to say that it is the best way, and certainly not the
only way.
Commitment to this form of life arose in the early
church in an era when the Christian world was becoming
materially powerful and affluent, but spiritually hungry.
Religious life was a reaction to the social confusion and
laxity within the Christian community. The impetus for
religious life came from a desire to live the Gospel life
more fully.
To this extent, religious life as a Christian vocation
has important lessons to teach all serious and sincere
Christians. Religious life is one of the outward and visible manifestations in the history of the Church of God’s
call to holiness of life. It is an “alternative” lifestyle that
has called some men and women for the love of Jesus to
live lives of simplicity, chastity, mutual discernment of
God’s will, stability and hospitality. These are virtues
that one may argue are in short supply in our world, and
are desperately needed.
My point is not to glorify religious life. We Norbertines know well our own personal and communal
shortcomings. It is rather to commend the Gospel values
which religious life, at its best, has embodied.
So we work at sharing our Gospel path which is almost 900 years old with our oblate members. We hope
that they will recognize a set of communal relationships
in which we reverence one another and are caring, respectful, and loving even when we may differ. We hope
that they will join us not only in our concern for the marginal, the less fortunate, and the hurting, but also action
on their behalf.

At the moment, there are five men and women oblates of our abbey. We recognize what values we offer
them, but we are also mindful of what they bring to us
through their own spiritual and ministerial experiences
over the course of their lives.
We invite them to enter into a Covenant of Friendship with us. This is a relationship of mutuality. In the
spirit of our spiritual father, St. Augustine, we see the
oblate covenant as a four-fold friendship in faith. It is
a friendship through which the resident Abbey community and our oblates work at continuing to grow
spiritually in Christ, namely, through friendship with
self, with God, with each other, and with those we
serve.
We are grateful for the presence and action of the
Holy Spirit in bringing our five men and women oblates into a unique relationship with us.

Abbot Joel, Patrick Bergin (receiving the
oblate habit), and Brother Zaccary

Catholics on Call

F

Daniel Medina, Patricio Chacon, Fr. Graham
Golden, Celina Chavez, Adriana Sandoval
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or the past several years, the Bernardin Center
at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, IL
has held the Catholics on Call Young Adult Conference, bringing together young adults from across the
country who might be discerning the priesthood, religious life or lay ministry. This year’s conference celebrated the program’s 10-year anniversary and took
place August 3-6, 2016. The Abbey helped support
the attendance of four young adults from the Archdiocese of Santa Fe: Patricio Chacon, Celina Chavez,
Daniel Medina and Adriana Sandoval.
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Norbertine Commitments at the Abbey
Norbertine Professes Solemn Vows

Final Promises as an Oblate
Sandoval professed his final promises as an oblate
J oseph
of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey on the Feast of St. Augustine. He is a native New Mexican who teaches courses
in finance and computer science at Central New Mexico
Community College. He has also taught theology in the
online program of the University of Dayton.
Joseph is also a member of the formation team and the
finance committee at the Abbey. He holds a B.S. degree
from Arizona State University in economics and a Master
of Theological Studies degree from St. Norbert College.

Brother James Owens Professing Vows,
Brother Zaccary and Abbot Joel

J. Owens professed solemn vows of poverty,
J ames
consecrated celibacy, and obedience in the Norbertine Community. The vows were professed at a Eucharist on the Feast of St. Augustine, Sunday, August
28, 2016, at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey in Albuquerque.
Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, James holds a
B.B.A. in Accounting from the University of Notre
Dame. He also earned a Master’s of Science degree
from the University of New Orleans, and a joint degree in law and social work from Tulane University.
Before joining the community, he practiced law in
both Albuquerque and Taos. Since entering the
Norbertine Community, he has also earned a Master
of Theological Studies degree from St. Norbert College.
During the last few years, James has worked at
Catholic Charities of Central New Mexico tutoring
Iraqi refugees and working with ESL classes; ministered out of the Social Justice and Respect Life Office
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe as a Catholic Relief
Services intern; and is presently the Pastoral Associate for Outreach at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community. As a lawyer, he has assisted many with his pro-bono work over these last
years.
Brother James is the son of Martha D. Owens of
Hollidaysburg, PA.
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Joseph Sandoval, Abbot Joel,
Brother James, Patrick Bergin

New Oblate Novice

P

atrick Bergin was initiated into the oblate novitiate of
the Norbertine Community on the Feast of St. Augustine. Patrick is the Chief Executive Officer of the African
Wildlife Foundation. He spends part of the year in Washington, D.C., Nairobi, Kenya, and now blocks of time at
Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. Patrick found his love for
Africa while serving in the Peace Corps in Tanzania and
initially joined the African Wildlife Foundation as a Community Conservation Project officer in 1990. Within AWF,
Patrick has pioneered initiatives that forge linkages between
conservation and human well-being. In 2002, he was appointed CEO of AWF. For the last 25 years, Patrick has
made a major contribution to the development of the foundation on a number of levels.
He holds a M.S. in the management of extension systems from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
and a Ph.D. in Development from the University of East
Anglia in the United Kingdom.
www.facebook.com/norbertinecommunity
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“Ascetics and Aesthetics”:
Resisting the Pervasive Culture of Efficiency, Practicality
and Productivity in Modern Religious Life
by Stephen A. Gaertner, O.Praem.

S

everal years ago, the Abbey community permitted me to take time
off from my theological studies to finish my dissertation in English
literature. Often people have asked me, “What does a degree in literature
have to do with your religious vocation or ministry? What use is it?”
The question itself, I find, raises the specter of our rather impoverished
view of vocations and religious life frequently found within the Church
at present. Like the function-oriented culture of efficiency that surrounds
us, even we people of faith often tend to think only in terms of practical
utility. In other words, we ask how priests and religious can be more efficiently “optimized” within the Church.
That said, I believe that one of the prophetic dimensions of the Norbertine Community of Santa María de la Vid Abbey is its willingness to
Brother Stephen Ordained a Deacon
embrace, both within its formation programs as well as in its stance toby Archbishop John Wester
ward the world and wider Church, a paradigm of discernment that keeps
the notion of “human flourishing” near its core. In my case, the community permitted me to finish my degree not
simply because it would somehow “maximize” my use-value within the Abbey or in ministry, but because my superiors and confreres realized that allowing me to finish the degree was edifying for me as a person, and therefore educational and enriching for the community as a whole.
On a personal level, I found my time of dissertation writing to be among the richest contemplative experiences I
have had since entering religious life. The rhythm, even the monotony, of my work often settled and centered me, allowing my days to become extended prayers and meditations. And thus, in the end, I find that my literary research did
enhance my interior life as a Christian.
In neglecting aesthetics, education, and human flourishing for its own sake in lieu of the purely “practical,” we also
compromise our spiritual integrity. One need only look to the example of the “literariness” of the Bible itself; had this
text emerged only as a concise collection of facts, rules and guidelines, the Judeo-Christian tradition would never have
flourished with the richness and profundity it manifests today. Now perhaps more than ever in this mechanized modern age, priests and religious should seek to make a place for the aesthetic, for the literary, in their spiritual and ministerial lives.

Fr. Graham and Friends at World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland
Our Youngest and Oldest Norbertines
Br. Zac Haney and Fr. Fran Dorff
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Masters of Theological Studies Graduates

ichael Pitchford and Thomas Skorupa each received a Master of
Theological Studies degree on Sunday afternoon, August 21, 2016.
Both are members of the Norbertine parish of Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary in Albuquerque. Thomas Skorupa is also a lay associate of the
Norbertine Community.
The St. Norbert College Master of Theological Studies program has its
New Mexico campus at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey, which is also where
the commencement ceremony was held. MTS graduates each complete a
minimum of 32 hours of course work, pass a written comprehensive exam,
and spend months writing a thesis which is published and available for
public checkout at The Norbertine Library.
Fr. Andrew Ciferni, O.Praem., Director of the Norbertine Studies Center at St. Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin, delivered the commencement address. Fr. Ciferni also conferred the degrees in the name of the
president of St. Norbert College with the assistance of Rev. Dr. Kay Huggins, the Interim Associate Director of the MTS-NM program.
The 2016 graduation marked the 20th anniversary of the presence of the Master of Theological Studies program
which is the only one in a 600-mile radius from Albuquerque.

F

Comings and Goings

r. Robert Campbell, pastor of the Nor ber tine par ish of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosar y, retur ned r efreshed and revitalized in May from a four-month sabbatical at a renewal program in All Hallows College in
Dublin, Ireland… On the fourth Friday of each month, members of the Norbertine Community have been invited to
be guests on the Archbishop’s Hour on Catholic Radio to speak on various aspects of the life and ministry out of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey … Louise Nielsen, an oblate of the Abbey and Pastoral Associate for Adult Faith Formation at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, was given the Lumen Christi Award at the annual gathering of the Dominican Ecclesial Institute (DEI)… Since the apostle Thomas brought the Catholic tradition to India, the Abbey
community celebrated the Feast of St. Thomas at a Syro-Malabar Rite Eucharist on St. Thomas’ Feast Day in July.
Fr. George Pavamkott was the presider at the unique Eucharist with the participation of Indians living in the Albuquerque area. This was followed by a joyous breakfast… In early summer, thieves stole 28 panels from our solar
field which was dedicated to Pope Fr ancis. Happily, both neighbor s and secur ity camer as wer e able to assist
the police in identifying the perpetrators. We are grateful that insurance allowed us to replace the $25,000 panels…
Fr. Graham Golden accompanied a number of youth and young adults to Poland for Wor ld Youth Day with
Pope Francis. He was also able to visit the Norbertine nuns in their centuries-old convent in Krakow… Deacon Stephen Gaertner attended an invitation-only conference at Union Theological Seminary in New York City on “The
Gospel and Climate Change.” One of the key presenters was former Vice President Al Gore. Subsequently, Stephen
gave a talk at the annual Community Chapter of our Abbey on the consequences of global warming and our response.
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Please remember us
in your will —
that our work may
continue...

Fr. Peter Muller Named Pastor

F

r. Peter Muller was named by Archbishop John Wester
as the pastor of St. Edwin Parish on July 1.St. Edwin’s
is located in the South Valley of Albuquerque about five
miles from Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. Fr. Peter has begun the renewal of the parish by establishing a reinvigorated
religious education program, beginning a Rite of Christian
Initiation process (RCIA), and involving parishioners in a
whole range of liturgical ministries. He has been asked by
the leadership of the Religious Education Office of the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe to allow the parish to become a
center for the training of Spanish-speaking catechists for the
area.
The parish will celebrate the 51st Anniversary of its establishment through a fiesta in mid-October, a tradition
which had been lost for some years in the parish. In a creative endeavor, Fr. Muller has brought goats onto the 11-acre
parish grounds in order to keep the grass trimmed, much to
the delight of the children and families in the parish.
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