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From the Abbot’s Desk:

A Summer of Gratitude
The summer of 2018 had two
highpoints for me. I took a “minisabbatical” of about five weeks, and I
participated in the General Chapter of
the Norbertine Order in Europe. I was
very grateful for the block of time I
was given for my “mini-sabbatical”
for a whole hosts of reasons, but at the
very top was the opportunity to read
with little interruption. The porch of the home of friends
on Clark Lake in Door County, WI, was the perfect place
to read and reflect.
One of my interests is the Jesus of history. I was not
reading for academic purposes but with certain questions
in the back of my mind. Who is this Jesus for me? How
can I take him more seriously? After all, this is the person I am committed to following by reason of my baptism and also by my own religious vows. Will trying to
get to know him allow me to relate to him more deeply?
Needless to say, it was a spiritually-enriching experience,
(Continued on page 3)
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The Abbey Welcomes a
New Novice
Edgar Romero-Ramos was initiated as a novice into the
Norbertine Community of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey
at the First Vespers of the Feast of St. Augustine, August
27, 2018. Edgar was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico
and is a graduate of Valley High School. He studied at
the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio
for a year and a half as a seminarian for the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe. Upon returning to Albuquerque, he studied
at Central New Mexico Community College.
Edgar has been actively involved in a variety of ministries both at San Felipe de Neri Parish, where he grew
up, and subsequently at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community, where he was an assistant to
the Director of Liturgy and Music. He
has been a postulant at the Abbey
for the past year as
he discerned his
calling to religious
life. Upon his acceptance into the
Norbertine Order,
he requested, and
was given, a religious name; he is
now known as
Brother
Lorenzo
Romero-Ramos.
The giving of a
Brother Lorenzo Romeronew
name in reliRamos. O. Praem.
gious life is an ageold tradition in some monastic orders. In recent years,
candidates have been given the option of keeping their
baptismal names or requesting a new name as they entered a religious community. Brother Lorenzo has one
sister and his parents are Felipe and Carmen Romero of
Albuquerque.
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Stephen Gaertner, O. Praem. Named Prior
Stephen Gaertner, O. Praem. became the second prior in the history of Santa Maria de
la Vid Abbey on June 1, 2018. In addition to serving as the prior of the abbey, Stephen teaches English and religion courses at Central New Mexico Community College. The Constitutions of our order require that a solemnly professed priest be chosen as prior who, in the absence of the abbot, assumes the key leadership role in the
community. The prior is automatically a member of the Abbot’s Council, serving as
the secretary, as well as a member of the Finance Committee. Father Stephen was
awarded a doctorate in English from Michigan State University in 2015 and was ordained to the priesthood in 2016.
Father Stephen celebrates
mass at the Abbey

Abbey to Host Third Annual Art Exhibit
This fall, the Norbertine Community will host its third art
exhibit at the Abbey featuring the works of local artists and
members of our community. The focus this year is Puentes
de Compasión (Bridges of Compassion): Reaching for
Hope. Artists will be invited to share works that depict how
we connect with one another via bridges of compassion,
openness, hope, and love. The exhibit will open on Saturday afternoon, November 17, and close on Thursday, December 20. For more information, please contact Celina
Chavez at cchavez@norbertinecommunity.org or 505-8734399, ext. 237.
Liturgical Dance performance at the 2016 art exhibit

Graham Golden Installed as Pastor at Holy Rosary Parish
Fr. Graham Golden was appointed the 5th Norbertine Pastor
of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community
in April. Holy Rosary is one of the largest parishes in the
city of Albuquerque. The Norbertines have had responsibility for the pastoral leadership of the parish since 1985.
Holy Rosary has been very much involved with the local
Presbyterian Church and its Rio Grande Food Project
which feeds the hungry. As a result, Fr. Graham and Ari
Herring, the director of the food project, were guest speakers at the annual Catholic Foundation Luncheon. It was a
strong witness to ecumenical action in response to a great
need in the City. In the spring, Fr. Graham was one of the
recipients of the Lumen Gentium Award by the Dominican
Ecclesial Institute for his ministry to young adults and teenagers.
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Fr. Graham was installed as pastor by Archbishop John Wester

facebook.com/NorbertineCommunity

A Summer of Gratitude (continued from page 1)
offering me insights into how Jesus faced the challenges in
his own society as we, his followers, must face them in ours.

The second highlight of my
summer involved a trip to
Europe. Every six years,
the abbots and delegates
from our Norbertine communities around the world
meet to conduct the business of the Order at the international level. This was
my fifth General Chapter,
as our gathering is called. I
was
accompanied
by
Brother James Owens, our
delegate, and Fr. Peter
Muller who was the transAbbey Rolduc hotel in Holland
lator from English to Spanish. While English was the primary language of the Chapter,
translation was simultaneous in seven other languages.
The 2018 General Chapter took place in Holland at the Abbey Rolduc, which is now a hotel minutes across the border
from Germany. This was the Abbey of Augustinian Canons
where Norbert spent time discerning the direction his life
should take before the Order was founded in the 12th century.

The Chapter did significant work, the most important of which was the election of a new abbot
general, and the approval of the re-worked Constitutions of the Order. Jos Wouters, the former abbot
of Averbode AbOrder of Prémontré
bey in Belgium
and the first
definitor of the Men
1,261
Order, is now our
new Abbot Gen- Canonries
39
eral. He is in his
late 50’s and pos70
sesses advanced Canonesses
degrees in canon
27
law and spiritual- Countries
ity. In addition,
he speaks a num- Continents
6
ber of languages.

Peter, James, and I brought our little lives from our
young abbey in New Mexico into the midst of our
brothers and sisters from five continents—all people of faith, all dedicated Norbertines—each of
whom carry the unique story as religious men and
women.
(Continued on page 4)

Patrick Bergin Makes First Oblate Promises
The Oblates of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey are
individuals living in the world but with a potential
lifelong “covenant of friendship” with the vowed
members of the local Norbertine community. Each
Oblate’s relationship with the Abbey is specific to
the gifts and circumstances of that individual. This
year during our Community mass for the Feast of
St. Augustine, Oblate Patrick Joseph Bergin made
his first promises as an Oblate of our community.
This occasion marked the end of the two-year novitiate period, and the beginning of a three-year
period of temporary promises to the community.

Patrick Bergin makes his first promises
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Patrick’s relationship with our community is
unique as he is both an oblate and a seminarian
seeking ordination to the diocesan priesthood. During the academic year, Patrick resides at the Norbertine Community’s Holy Spirit House of Studies
in Chicago.
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A Summer of Gratitude (continued from page 3)
I became acutely aware of how diverse were the contexts
out of which our Norbertine lives are being lived. There
were Norbertines in countries where severe poverty takes
its toll, where atheistic Communism has totally marginalized Christians, where resources—financial and spiritual—
are in short supply, or vocations are not only down but
have almost totally dried up.

new beer called “The Abbot General.” It is quadruple
strength and the first bottle was flown to the plaza and
into the hands of the abbot on a drone! Quite a sight
and great fun. Then we were invited for a glass of the
new brew with the townspeople. However, it was a bit
strong for my taste. Many of our abbeys have long
maintained breweries as a means of support.
Before the Chapter ended, we made a day trip to
Gennep in Holland and Xanten in Germany. They are
quite close to one another and each claim to be the
birthplace of Norbert. Sometimes you see him referred
to as Norbert of Gennep and, perhaps more often,
Norbert of Xanten. An uneasy compromise is to say
that he was conceived in Gennep, but raised in Xanten.

Abbot Joel addresses the English speaking delegates

In Europe the religious landscape is disappearing more and
more. In other regions, like the Congo and India, it is
flourishing. In still others, modest growth can be discerned.
Two trips during the Chapter were enriching and informative. We visited our grandmother abbey of Berne in Holland on the Sunday in the middle of the two weeks. Abbot
Dennis Hendrickx was our visitator, and served as the secretary of this General Chapter, which means he organized
it. After Mass we gathered with the townspeople with flags
waving and bands playing to welcome the Abbey’s fourth

We were received by the mayor of each town as if we
were royalty with speeches, bands, drums, and flags.
One hundred-plus Norbertines walking through the
town square drew the attention of tourists—some seemingly wondering what kind of invasion this was!
The Chapter ended with a Eucharist with our new Abbot General and a very festive and delicious meal. As a
balance to our complaints about the blistering heat,
(there was no air conditioning in our hotel) which set
some records in Europe, was the excellent food.
I think I can say that most of the participants in the
2018 Chapter left in an upbeat and hopeful mood. Despite the unique challenges we face in our respective
communities, the ideals of the Jerusalem Community
and the dream of Prémontré continue to animate us in
our communal life and ministry.

Improvements to Abbey Grounds

Bethany Guest House: Before

With the generous support of many of our
donors, we replaced the weather-worn wooden fence around the Bethany Guest House,
Santa Anna hermitage, and the four individual hermitages with long-lasting fencing. Another generous benefactor provided the funds
for a new sliding glass door in Bethany
House. Access to Casa Maria retreat housing
has also been improved. This is all part of our
continued effort to enhance the experience of
those who come here on retreat.
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Bethany Guest House: After
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A New Ministry for Bob Campbell
Father Bob Campbell, O. Praem. has been enjoying his return to hospital chaplaincy serving as the priest for Christus Saint Vincent Hospital in Santa Fe. Christus is the only Catholic hospital in New Mexico and is the oldest hospital in the state faithfully serving its patients for over 150 years. It was originally founded by the Sisters of Charity in 1865. Fr.
Bob also expanded his ministry to three Rio Rancho hospitals in October.

The Abbey Has a Dog
The Norbertine Community of Santa Maria de la Vid welcomed their newest fourlegged friend, Sol, to the community in September. Sol is a Blue Heeler / Corgi mix
who comes from Canjilon; a small town in northern New Mexico. Though small in
stature, Sol brings much joy not only to the community members but to guests who
visit the Abbey. Sol is under the care of Brother Patricio Chacon, O. Praem. and
resides in the Casa Maria formation wing.

Peter Muller Celebrates 25 Years as a Priest
Father Peter Muller, O. Praem., pastor of St. Edwin parish, celebrated the 25th anniversary
of his ordination as a Norbertine priest in early July. He was joined, in the celebration, by
his parents, three sisters, and several nephews from California, as well as his Norbertine
brothers and sisters, and his parish family. The Sunday Eucharist was followed by a delicious luncheon prepared by parishioners. The festivities included a performance by a
group of Flamenco dancers from the parish. A Mariachi group also performed at the
event.

Artwork at the Abbey
Over the next several newsletter issues, we will use this space to feature one of the
statues that enrich our Abbey church building. As a Norbertine abbey, we are maintaining a nearly 900-year tradition of being a cultural center for a creative bridging
of art and spirituality. We are also continuing the Roman Catholic tradition of celebrating art as a basic sacramental expression of the human spirit.
Our patronal statue of Santa Maria de la Vid (Our Lady of the Vine) greets guests in
the gathering space of our church building, This statue is inspired by a prayerful
reading of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56) and reflects the moment when
the two women encounter each other. Mary is portrayed, by artist Susanne Vertel,
as a young and visibly pregnant woman whose form and face radiate the joy and the
wonder that she feels at the mystery of the new life unfolding within her. She carries a basket of grapes as a gift to Elizabeth, who is in a more advanced stage of
pregnancy, carrying John the Baptist. What is at work here is the unfolding of the
mysteries of the vine and the branches.
NorbertineCommunity.org
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Please remember us
in your will —
that our work may
continue...
Comings and Goings
Brother James Owens, O. Praem. and Brother Patricio Chacon, O.
Praem. walked in the three-day Pilgrimage for Christian Unity, walking
from Ghost Ranch near Abiquiú to El Santuario de Chimayó.  On September 9 we celebrated the 20th anniversary of our church of Santa Maria
de la Vid.  Andres Myers of Pittsburg, Kansas recently entered the
live-in postulancy program as a step in his discernment of a calling to religious life.  Joseph Sandoval, O. Praem. Obl., was recently appointed Director of Communications for Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. Joseph
comes to us with a background in graphic design and photography, as well
as finance and higher education.  Father Graham Golden, O. Praem.
and Ken Griesemer, Norbertine Associate and a member of Our Lady of
the Most Holy Rosary Parish, were among the 3,000 participants in the
V National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry in Texas; over 100
bishops also participated.  Anthony Pavamkott, the father of Father
George Pavamkott, O. Praem., pastor of Saint Augustine at Isleta
Pueblo, died in July and Robert Gaertner, father of Father Stephen
Gaertner, O. Praem., died in August. May they rest in peace.
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Upcoming Events
Come to Christ
1st Thursday of Each Month

Taizé in the Desert
3rd Friday of Each Month
Spirituality Series
October 20

Meditative Writing Retreat
October 27
SNC MTS Graduation
October 28

Art Exhibit
November 17-December 20
Meditative Writing Retreat
December 1
Please see
www.NorbertineCommunity.org
Facebook.com/NorbertineCommunity
for more details
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