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The Abbey: Taking the
Next Step

The Norbertines first arrived in New
Mexico in 1985 and by 1995 we purchased
a full seventy acres of land and six buildings of a retreat center in Albuquerque’s
South Valley. Since then our community
has welcomed thousands of people at Santa Maria De La Vid Abbey to share in its
quiet beauty.
In a mere twenty-four years, what began
as a Priory— dependent on our mother
Abbey of St. Norbert in De Pere, Wisconsin— is now a full-fledged, independent
Abbey, serving the needs of the people of
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and our ecumenical friends.
The growth of the Abbey is reflected in the
four new buildings that have been added
Continued on page 2
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Companions on the Journey: Catholic
Charities’ Efforts to Aid Asylum Seekers

February 17, 2019, was an ordinary Sunday until I read an urgent email message from the chief program officer of Catholic Charities NM. Shelters hosting asylum seekers at the U.S. southern border had no more room, and an
ICE bus was already on its way north. Volunteers were needed.
Less than three hours later, as around thirty of us met for a hastily-developed
orientation, someone yelled, “There’s the bus,” and we all scattered to welcome and provide hospitality for the fifty men, women, and children from
Central America who arrived in Albuquerque that afternoon.
After that rather haphazard first day, Catholic Charities eventually developed a well-tuned system through
which, each week, we could welcome as many as 150
asylum seekers at two different sites and have all of
them on their way to their sponsors throughout the
country within a few days. We divided into teams
(Intake, Food, Medical, Hospitality, Transportation,
Clothes and Donations, etc.), and together were able
to offer some respite for people who had known few
comforts for many days.
Chris Spahn,
O. Praem. Obl

Who were our guests? Generally from Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador, they were mostly young, obviously poor, and so very grateful. My first encounter with them was frequently
as, immediately on arrival, they walked into a make-shift dining room. There
we offered refreshments, a toy area, and a variety of stuffed animals from
which each child was invited to choose. As soon as possible, each family was
assigned a room— often their first beds and private space in many weeks.

Continued on page 4

Man on Fire: The Life & Spirit of Norbert of Xanten
In 2021 the Order of Prémontré will celebrate
900 years since its founding. In spite of this rich
nine-century history, most people know very little about the order’s founder. St Norbert College
President Emeritus Tom Kunkel recognized this
issue and wrote a biography of St. Norbert of
Xanten from a present-day perspective.

“St. Norbert is one of the
most interesting and important saints in the Catholic
Church, but most Catholics
have no idea who he is.”

Man on Fire is written so a contemporary reader can understand and appreciate the life and
accomplishments of Norbert, the founder of the
Order whose followers serve on five continents.

A limited number of copies are
available at the Abbey; it can also
be purchased at Amazon.com and
www.snc.edu/bookstore/

— Dr. Tom Kunkel
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The University of Dayton and Faith Formation

Norbertine Oblate Joseph Sandoval, MTS has been a course facilitator in the University of
Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) program for the past five
years; his focus has been on theology and biblical studies courses. Through the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe, Joseph has recently begun facilitating courses made up exclusively of diaconate inquirers. This aspect of his ministerial work has allowed him to help form future deacons of the
Archdiocese by giving them a firm theological foundation and biblical understanding.
The VLCFF program is an initiative offering adult religious education and faith formation
through online courses designed to offer academic learning in theological and ministerial development topics, while building an online learning community.

Joseph Sandoval,
O. Praem. Obl.

Courses have been used by students applying to the Master of Theological Studies program
at the New Mexico campus of St. Norbert College, located at Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. If a
prospective student does not have the theological background to step directly into a master’s
level theological course, the VLCFF offers her or him the opportunity to obtain that knowledge.

Taking the Next Step

(continued from page 1)

to the property as part of our long-range plan. Our Norbertine community, with the help of its benefactors, has built
the Abbey Church, St. Norbert Cloister, The Norbertine
Library, and Our Lady of Guadalupe Commons.
All of these additions have made it possible for us to fulfill
our Mission Statement which centers around living a simple communal life, and serving the local church, especially
its poor and needy.
As we approach the 900th anniversary of our Order in 2021,
we are planning for the needs of the people we serve. With
the closing of two Catholic retreat centers in Albuquerque
in the past few years, we are receiving more requests than
ever for the use of our retreat facilities. In order to meet
these requests, we will require additional conference and
retreat space, and more overnight accommodations.
We have a fourfold plan for growth. First, we hope to add
ten bedrooms, an open-air patio/gathering space, and a
small group meeting room. Secondly, we hope to build four
new self-contained hermitages as spaces of solitude and
silence for individual retreatants and other guests. Thirdly, we hope to significantly enlarge the size of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Commons, making it possible for both larger
and multiple groups to meet. Finally, we hope to construct
an addition to our Norbertine Community room so that
guests and friends of the community can be accommodated.
What makes us unique? The simple answer is presence.
Our Abbey is the home of the Norbertine Community of
New Mexico so when people come here for retreats, classes, to read or study in our library or simply for a few hours
of quiet, they meet us. They join the community for prayer,
and they have casual and significant conversations with us.
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Even if we never speak with some of the people who spend
time here, they experience our presence as a praying, supportive community.
That presence is expressed in several other ways as well.
It’s expressed in our commitment to providing a welcoming space to people of diverse religious, social, and ethnic
backgrounds while encouraging them to do the spiritual
work they are called to do. Our presence is also visible to
the underserved for whom we intentionally keep our fees
very affordable so that a wide variety of individuals and
groups can spend time on retreat here.

Proposed design for additional retreat housing

Working as partners with the loyal and generous friends
committed to the Church and the Norbertine charism, we
hope to identify leadership gifts for this $4.2 million campaign. We will then proceed with detailed drawing and
construction planning.
With the help of generous friends and the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we hope to complete these projects over the
next two years, in time for the celebration of the 900th anniversary of our Order.
Facebook.com/NorbertineCommunity
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Patricio Chacón, O. Praem. Professes First Vows

Brother Patricio Chacón, O. Praem. professed his first vows on the Feast of Saint Augustine, August 28, 2019. Patricio is a native of Gallina, NM and will graduate this spring from
the University of New Mexico with a B.A. in philosophy.
Patricio said, “I began the day praying the Liturgy of the Hours thinking, ‘In a few hours,
things are going to change.’ I knew that I was making an important commitment publicly,
but it had not yet set in that in just a few hours the Abbey church would be packed with
family, friends, and fellow religious to witness the profession of my vows.
Later in the day I began to feel a bit restless, and a bit uneasy. But in this moment I was
able to remember the words my confrere James said to me, ‘Are you ready to profess what
has been taking place within you?’, and the words of my confrere Robert, ‘Don’t get nervous!’ A little laughter, comfort, and peace entered my heart at the thought of these words.
At the end of the night I sat under the starry desert sky. All I could think of were the words
in St. Augustine’s Confessions: ‘My heart is restless, until it rests in you, O God.’ I was reminded of the emptiness within me, nothing being able to fill it. This emptiness continues
to be present within me, but it is a space where Christ can dwell and that only He can fill.”

Patricio professes his vows to
Abbot Joel and the community

“It was only at
the profession
of vows I realized the covenant I entered
on the Feast of
St. Augustine,
was that which
will allow me
to begin to rest
in God. ”

“As I walked
back into the
gathering
space to join
the rest of the
community I
felt very deeply that I was
where
God
wanted me to
be.”

Patricio Chacón,
O. Praem.

Alexis Longoria,
O. Praem.

Abbey Welcomes New Novice Alexis Longoria

Alexis Longoria was initiated as a novice at 1st Vespers of the Feast of Saint Augustine on
August 27, 2019. Alexis was born in El Paso, Texas, raised in New Mexico, and is a recent
graduate of the Franciscan University of St. Bonaventure in New York state.
Alexis said, “One of the most moving parts of the ceremony to me was when, after being
given the habit from the Abbot, two confreres and I went to the vestry so they could help
me put it on. We were out of sight from the sanctuary and yet there was still an awareness within me of the sacred playing out in those moments. It was a situation of daily
ritual where I came to understand the real meaning behind the symbol I was receiving.

Alexis receives his habit from
Abbot Joel

After they helped me put on the Norbertine habit, I looked at myself briefly in the mirror
before heading back into the sanctuary. I did not recognize myself and for a moment I
even felt I was losing a bit of my self-expression. Then I realized that I was wearing essentially the same thing as my two Norbertine brothers. These two men with whom I´d
shared life for the past few months caused me to reflect on just how much this community has enhanced my life in all aspects. I realized that my self-expression was not being
hindered, but broadened by my relationships.”

www.NorbertineCommunity.org
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Saint Mary Magdalene: The Apostle to the Apostles
Both the state of New Mexico and the Order of Prémontré have long traditions of bridging spirituality and art. The Abbey of Santa Maria de la
Vid has continued this tradition in the Southwest.
Just as the Our Lady of the Vine statue reminds visitors, as they enter the
gathering space of our church, of the anticipated birth of the Lord, so the
statue of Saint Mary Magdalene, in the worship space, reminds visitors of
the glory of the risen Christ.
The scriptural inspiration for this sculpture is drawn from a prayerful
reading of the biblical description of Mary Magdalene’s recognition of
the Risen Christ in the Gospel of John. (John 20: 11-18) The Gospels identify Mary Magdalene as one of the women who ministered to Jesus and as
a witness of his crucifixion, burial, empty tomb, and risen presence.

Mary of Magdala went and
announced to the disciples,
“I have seen the Lord.”
		
John 20:18

Title: Rabboni (Teacher)
Artist: Alison Aragon of Albuquerque
Location: Abbey Church

Companions on the Journey: Catholic Charities’ Efforts to Aid Asylum Seekers (continued from page 1)
There were showers, hot and plentiful meals,
the opportunity for children to play, medical
aid, and, if needed, assistance in working out
travel details. In addition, there was the security of being surrounded by volunteers from
many different faith communities, including
our Norbertine Abbey, whose warmth and
welcoming spirit were evident.
And then it all stopped. In June, we were informed that, due to more restrictive govern-

ment regulations, buses scheduled to arrive were canceled and that there
would likely be no more buses for the immediate future.
Now I wonder about more than a thousand people that Catholic Charities NM helped travel to various parts of the country where they await
asylum hearings and hope for a better life. Even more, I wonder about
and pray for approximately 26,000 people currently at the U.S. southern
border. As much as my neighbors next door, these, too, are my brothers
and sisters.
Chris Spahn is an Oblate of the Norbertine Abbey and Associate Director of the
MTS Program at St. Norbert College

AACC Scholarships

Father Gene Gries, O. Praem. celebrated Mass and awarded the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe African American Catholic
Community scholarships to seven Catholic school students on August 25, 2019.
This year was the 10th anniversary
of this scholarship program that has
helped 70 student scholars.
Photo courtesy of Mackensie Lewis, Media
Manager, AACC
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The Beauty of New Mexico’s High Desert at the Norbertine Abbey

The Norbertine Abbey sits on seventy acres of high desert in Albuquerque’s South Valley. The property is home to a wide
range of flora and fauna. Animals living on the Abbey property (as pictured below) include raccoons, roadrunners, gopher
snakes, various species of butterflies and bees, foxes, and many others. Plants found on the property include prickly pear
cactus, spiny cholla cactus, agave (known as the century plant), Chinese pistache and desert willow.

www.NorbertineCommunity.org
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Please remember us in your will —
that our work may continue…
Comings and Goings
Archbishop John Wester. the Archbishop of Santa Fe, joined us for the Eucharist and dinner on the feast of St. Norbert on June 6

Our Norbertine

Brother Deacon James Owens, O. Praem. gave the annual retreat for the
deacons of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and their wives at the Benedictine
Monastery in Pecos, NM

Father Graham Golden, O. Praem. participated

in the Busy Student Retreat at Pittsburg State in Kansas, and gave a talk
at the Mariopolis gathering of the Focolare movement in Texas

Father

Francis Micek, O. Praem., a Norbertine from Strahov Abbey in the Czech
Republic, is spending the year with us

Deacon James Owens , O. Praem.,

and several parishioners from the Norbertine parish of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary spent a week at its sister parish of Maria Inmaculada near Tijuana, Mexico

Father Graham Golden, O. Praem, was honored at the

annual dinner of the Catholic Theological Union (CTU) graduate school
of theology as one of the school’s 50 outstanding alumni

Deacon James

Owens, O. Praem. and Patricio Chacón, O. Praem, took part in the New
Mexico Pilgrimage for Unity on September 13-15

Father Gene Gries, O.

Praem, gave a retreat to the African American Community of Albuquerque.
Norbertine Community News
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