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Abbot’s Desk

Abbot Joel Garner,
O. Praem.

Preparing to say Farewell

Our young abbey has received many gifts
over the years. Among the most treasured
has been the presence of four Norbertine
priests from India. India is a land of great
natural beauty, great poverty, and generous people. The country has 1.3 billion
people, second only to China, and is estimated to be the home of a third of the
world’s poor. Only 1.8% of India’s population are Catholic.
Our Indian brother Father George Pavamkott, the Norbertine pastor of St. Augustine parish at Isleta Pueblo, located about
seven miles south of the abbey, has ministered in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe for
over a decade. His generous, missionary
spirit has enriched his brother Norbertines and the people he has served. Now,
shortly after Easter he will return to India
for a reassignment to a Norbertine Community in South Africa. Continued on page 5

Brother James Owens O. Praem, Pastoral Associate for Parish Outreach at
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community, is very involved
with Family Promise of Albuquerque. In addition to serving on the local
Family Promise Board, he oversees the Family Promise program at the parish.
Family Promise of Albuquerque is a local affiliate of a national organization
founded in 1986. The local Family Promise organization has been in Albuquerque for fifteen years and has provided shelter for over 400 families.
Holy Rosary is one of 24 faith communities in the Albuquerque area that
house families, on a regular basis.
Each parish or
congregation
hosts families two
or three times a
year for a week by
providing housing
in their facilities
and inviting parishioners to provide meals each
day. Holy Rosary
families
Deacon James Owens, hosted
between
ChristO. Praem.
mas and New
Year’s and purchased and distributed Christmas gifts. Each week of hosting involves at least 200 volunteer hours.
Continued on page 5
“I enjoy working with
the City of Albuquerque,
United Way, and other
charitable
institutions
to find solutions to this
complex issue. The abbey
and my parish have given
me a wonderful opportunity to be present to the
critical problem of homelessness.”

Abbey Sponsors Youth Conference

The Norbertine Community sponsored SANCTUS2020 on January 31 through February 2 at the Hotel Albuquerque. SANCTUS2020 was a conference that provided opportunities to nearly 300 young Catholics to explore and discern the universal call to
holiness on a personal level through liturgy/sacraments, community with other young
Catholics, and formation. Events included the dynamic experience of prayer, testimonies and talks, activities, fellowship, and music.
Attendees of the event were Catholic youths ranging from 14 to 18 years old,
along with chaperons, and volunteers. Internationally-known Catholic speaker
Jimmy Mitchell was one of the keynote presenters; he is best known for leading
young people to see the value of a life of faith through an encounter with beauty.
Continued on page 4
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Speaking Heart to Heart:
Jesus, the Samaritan Woman, and Us

On Saturday, March 21, 2020, from 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. the Abbey is hosting
a retreat by Meg Ashcroft.
Jesus’s encounter with the Samaritan Woman at the well is a powerful story of receptivity, freedom, deep affirmation, and transformation. It points
to the invitation extended to all of us—to move into deeper relationship
with Jesus—and how we discover our deepest identity in dialogue with the
Holy One.
This retreat is open to everyone interested in exploring the depths of Jesus’s
encounter with the Samaritan Woman, as well as their own experiences
with the risen Christ. The retreat will include time for individual reflection,
small and large group sharing, and prayer. Lunch is included in the $45.00
cost. Please register by Tuesday, March 17, by calling Meg Ashcroft at 505873-4399, ext. 204, or email her at MAshcroft@norbertinecommunity.org.

Art at the Abbey:
What is Holiness?

For three weeks last fall, the Norbertine Abbey hosted its
annual Art at the Abbey exhibition. The 2019 show, entitled What is Holiness?, featured the work of 72 visual
artists and eight performance artists. Four members of the
Norbertine community and one member of the Abbey staff
contributed to the show.
“What is Holiness?” might seem like an obvious theme
for an art exhibition hosted by a religious community. In
fact, it is provocative and challenging in this context. “Holiness” is one of those concepts that seems synonymous
with a religious environment, and yet can be elusive and
incomprehensible at the same time.
Given the seeming brokenness of institutional religion in
recent history, and the real pain carried by many due to
abuse and failings on the part of individuals who represent
the face of religion, for some, thoughts of holiness seem
contradictory within institutional confines. In fact, for
many the search for holiness involves walking in paradox,
contradiction, and ambiguity.
The arts provide an avenue for themes central to our lives
as Christians to take on new vibrancy, be seen through
new eyes, and encountered in new ways. The arts open us
to the depth of mystery beyond our rational understanding. The arts at their best, become a conduit of faith. This
is one reason why the Church has been such a significant
benefactor and patron of the arts.
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“The Great Physician” — pine wood cross by Toby Herrera
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Youngest Member of the
Norbertine Community

The youngest member of the Norbertine community of
Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey is not one of the men in formation, it is the Abbey’s dog Sol. She is a one-and-a-half
year old Corgi - Blue Heeler mix. Although she is under
the care of Brother Patricio Chacón, O. Praem. and lives in
the formation wing, she brings delight and company to the
entire community.

Norbertine from Prague

Father Francis Micek, O. Praem., from the Norbertine
Community of the Strahov Monastery in Prague in the
Czech Republic, has been living with his brothers in New
Mexico since late last summer for a period of spiritual renewal and reflection. While not having a full ministerial
assignment, he has been generous in his willingness to
substitute for others for a time in both hospital and parish
ministries.
The Strahov Monastery was founded in 1143 and is recognized as one of the most historical buildings in Prague. The
body of St. Norbert was moved there in 1627 from Germany, and rests in a side chapel of the Abbey’s Church. The
Abbey also houses one of the most valuable libraries in Europe, with its collection of manuscripts and ancient texts.
Father Francis will return to his home abbey at the end of
March to assume a ministry of pastoral care as a Catholic
Hospital Chaplain. His presence among us will be missed.

Brother Patricio and Sol enjoy a winter day at the Abbey

Sol working off some of her herding dog energy

www.NorbertineCommunity.org

Father Francis Micek, O. Praem.
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Saint John the Baptizer: “Behold the Lamb of God”
“Behold the Lamb of God!” In the Gospel of John these are the words John
the Baptizer declared to his disciples as Jesus came toward them. These
words echo in the mind of the visitor to the abbey church of Santa Maria
de la Vid upon gazing on the sculpture of John the Baptizer.
The title of this sculpture, “Behold,” expresses the whole mood of this
work of art. In the moment that John declared Jesus to be the Lamb of
God, the entire prophetic tradition and the purpose of John’s whole life
are realized.
In the work John is portrayed as a young ascetic; his face and figure radiate the sense of recognition and fulfillment as he continues to witness to
the presence of Christ in the viewer, the community, and the sacraments.
The scriptural inspiration for this sculpture is drawn from a meditative
reading of the biblical descriptions of John the Baptizer and his ministry,
as found in Matthew chapter 3 and 11:2-19; Mark 1:2-11; Luke. 1:5-24 and
3:1-22; and John. 1:19-14.
John the Baptizer has a special importance in the Norbertine tradition
not only as a traditional patron saint of the monastic way of life, but also
as a primary symbol of the Christ-centered life and mission of the Norbertines. In 1121, Norbert of Xanten founded the Norbertine community
in the Chapel of John the Baptist in Prémontré, France. The community
took its original name, the Order of Prémontré, from this place.

[ John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After
me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’.”

		 John 1:29-30

Title: Behold
Artist: Troy Williams
Jemez Springs, New Mexico
Location: Abbey Church

SANCTUS 2020
(continued from page 1)

Nationally-known Catholic music artist Leo Roessler led
the attendees in praise and worship. Other presenters included young religious and clergy from the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe, including Brother Patricio Chacón, O. Praem.
and Father Graham Golden, O. Praem.
In addition to Brother Patricio and Father Graham, Brother
Lorenzo Romero-Ramos, O. Praem. and Abbey staff members Celina Chavez and Linda Sepulveda were instrumental in creating, planning, and coordinating this event. The
Canossian Daughters of Charity and the Felician Sisters of
North America, along with other religious congregations
who serve in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, were also sponsors of SANCTUS2020.
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Father Graham and Brother Patricio speak at
SANCTUS 2020 — photo courtesy of Carlos Trujillo
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(continued from page 1)

The mission of Family Promise of Albuquerque goes far beyond providing transitional shelter to homeless families. The
organization also provides the tools, training and compassion to help families in need move from homelessness to self-sufficiency, with a focus on assistance in finding housing and employment. The organization keeps homeless families from
plunging into the cycle of shelters, poor school attendance, unemployment, and family instability.
Brother James noted that recently the Albuquerque Journal reported that Albuquerque led the nation in the increase of
homelessness.

Preparing to Say Farewell to Father George Pavamkott, O. Praem.
(continued from page 1)

The parish at Isleta Pueblo is arguably among the oldest
in the United States. Established in 1613, the church was
nearly destroyed during the Pueblo revolt of 1680. Twelve
years later Don Diego de Vargas discovered the church in
ruins with the walls still standing. It was rebuilt in 1720.
I have had the privilege of celebrating with Fr. George a
number of recent historic events at the pueblo church. In
August of 2011 after years of planning and researching, a
major restoration of the Church of St. Augustine was completed and rededicated by Archbishop Michael Sheehan.
Native American dances followed the rededication and a
pueblo meal for over 1,000 people capped the event.

His people will miss him and so will his brothers at the abbey. No one has been more faithful to the Norbertine way
of life than Fr. George. His dedication and prayerful presence has touched us all and so it is difficult to say goodbye.
But we are all preparing to do that with hearts filled with
gratitude.

The Pueblo of Isleta was alive with worship, music and
dance again in November of 2012 as the faith community celebrated the enshrinement of a statue of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha, the “Lily of the Mohawks,” located near the
baptismal font at the entrance of the church. Kateri was
the first native American Indian to be canonized and St.
Augustine Parish now hosts the archdiocesan shrine for St.
Kateri in New Mexico.
In 2013, St. Augustine Parish celebrated its 400th anniversary with a Eucharist followed once more by dances, songs,
and drumming on the Feast of St. Augustine on August 28.
This is a very meaningful feast for Norbertines as well.
We follow the rule of St. Augustine, and, on this feast day,
most of us entered the Norbertine Order, made our first
vows, and professed solemn, final vows three years later.
These are major milestones which Fr. George guided over
the years. But he is dearly loved by his parishioners not
simply because of his role in these historic events, but because of his day-by-day quiet, humble presence to his people through his preaching, baptizing, marrying, teaching,
counseling, anointing of the sick, and burying.
The St. Augustine community considers Fr. George an
Isletan, as one of them, and no higher compliment can be
expressed.
www.NorbertineCommunity.org

Father George Pavamkott. O. Praem. at the Church of
St. Augustine in Isleta Pueblo
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Please remember us in your will —
that our work may continue…
Comings and Goings
Andres Myers, a Norbertine postulant, has been helping out with cooking duties at the Abbey Joseph Sandoval,
O. Praem. Obl. was appointed as Vice President of the New Mexico Conference of Churches

Archbishop John Wester appointed

Father Robert Campbell, O. Praem. as Catholic Chaplain at Presbyterian Hospital and Father Thomas Pulickal, O. Praem. as Catholic
Chaplain at Lovelace Hospital

Abbot Domenic Rossi, O. Praem.

and Prior David Driesch, O. Praem. from Daylesford Abbey in Pennsylvania, and Fr. Peter Ambting, O. Praem. from St. Norbert Abbey
in Wisconsin, made private retreats at the Santa Mari de la Vid Abbey
Norbertine Associates renewed their commitment to the Abbey in November

Fr. David McElroy, O. Praem. from

St. Norbert Abbey, and eight of his religious colleagues, spent several
nights at the Abbey while attending a renewal program in Colorado
Prior James Herring, O. Praem. of Immaculate Conception Priory
in Delaware celebrated Eucharist and offered a workshop on racism
for the African-American community in celebration of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. national holiday
Photograph courtesy of Ken Griesemer

